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}_t_may be hard to see meteor shower

There's  good
news and bad
news about the
second meteor
showor of the
month.  The
Leonid motcor
shower, like the
Taurids, is not
one of the year's
best. Its peak i
from the evening

witock of the 16th

through i

of the 17th, during which time
you can expect to see an average
of 16 metcors. The good news: as
cach year passes we could be
building up toward an exceptional
display. In the past the Leonids
have set the sky nblaze with
meteors. In the years 1833 and
1866 us many as 200,000 meteors
were visible within the span of o
few hours! The bad news: bright
light scattered by the moon will
interfere with aeelng the fainter
meteors this year,

1t ie believed that the Leonid
shower, like most meteor showers,
1a the remaina of a comet that di-

SKY
WATCH

6:39 n.m, on Nov. 17,

Six degrees to the left of the
moon will be Regulus (REG you
lus), tho “heart" of Leo the Jion.
On the followlng moming the
moon will be 12 degrees below
and to the lefR of Regulus,

‘The moon maves from Leo into
Virgo and, on the morning of the
20th, 18 six degrees below and to
the right of Juplter. On the next
morning the moon is two degrees

to the right of Spica.
Notice how much higher Jupt-
ter and Spica are this ing, o8

Yos, they arc both between the
carth and the sun, but they are
Bup?mwd by mHlions of kilome-
ters!

The waxing (growing) crescent
moon will be visible alter sunset
an the evening of the 26th, Notice
brilliant Venus to tho left of the
moon. Venus will pass 1.9 degrees
(less than four full moon diame-
ters) below and to the left of
Uranus tonight,

Uranue is NOT a naked-cye
plunc&; if you want to look for it

go bl

mid-way between Venus and Sa-
turn on the evening of the 28th.
Venus will bo below and to the
right of the moon; Saturm will be
above and to the loft. On the fol-
lowing night the moon will bo
three degrees from Saturn,
Another ovent occurs on the
29th; Mars is stationary. It has
been drifting ecastward through
the stars of Geminl from night to
night, but after the 29th Mars be.
gins rotrograde (backward)
motion. Mars will have moved 19

compared to their location earlier
this month.

Mercury 15 at inferior éonjunc-
tion on the 21st. It Is located be-
tween the carth and the sun and
is not visible.

New Moon will occur at 4:11
a.m. on Nov. 24, The moon is lo-
cated between the earth and the
sun and, like Mercury, is not visi-
ble. Don't worry about a collision
between Mercury and the moon,

uf or a
Uranua will look like a faint
greenish disk at the “one o’clock”
position with respect to Venus, (If
you are using an nstronomical
telescope that inverts the image,
look toward the “seven o'clock"
position.) Geod luck, and happy
hunting! (Neptune is also in this
part of the sky, but it will be out
of the range of binoculars and
amall telescopes.)

‘The moon will be located nearly

degrees d by the middle of
Fobruary. The planct docan't re-
ally halt in ts tracks and go back-
ward, What we sce is an optlcal
illusion, caused by the faster
moving carth overtaking slower
orblting Mars.

Mercury becomes better placed
for viewing in the morning sky by
Novomber 30. It will be six de-
grees above the east southeast ho-
rizon around 7 a.m., end will be
slightly dimmer than Saturn,
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