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Dean Jones goes Hawaiian

with ‘Saved by the Bell’

Saturday morning hit
gets prime-time shot

The cast of NBC's Saved by the
Bell, the top-rated Saturday-morn-
ing scries for teens, has been
rewarded by the network with a
worklng vacation in the tropics, The
prime-time movie Saved by the
Bell Hawatian Style, airing Fri-
day, Nov. 27, also treated the young
cast to the influential presence of
.former Disney leading man Dean
Jones.

Jones plays the grandfather of
kigh school student Kelly (Tiffani-
Amber Thiessen) and invltes her and
her friends to his qualnt Hawaiian
Hideaway resort. There the gang
helps Jones save his business from a
ruthless real estate developer.

Without mention of how publle
schovl students can afford the exor-
bitant airfare, the movie jets the
teens Into a story that, while remini-
scent of madcap Disney movies of

For some characters, Istand ro-
mances provide valuable life les-
sons. Zack {Mark-Paul Gosselaar}
learns sacrlflce and

and The Love Bug, took the part as
a favor to his friend, executive pro-
ducer Peter Engel, who, Jones says,
backs up the posltive teenage image
on Saved by the Bell with the clalm
that “not cvery leenage glrl Is preg-
nant, and not every teenage boy Is a
drug addlct.” .

from an unwed mother {Rena Sofer).
Kelly falls for a young lawyer with
ulterlor motives. Slater (Marlo Lo-
pez) and Jesse (Elizabeth Berkley)
discover even a lovers' paradise can
be rulned by peity bickering. Mean-
while, Lisa (Lark Voorhics) finds
some new malls to shop at and
Screcch  (Dustin -Diamond)..well,
Screech has his idco camera.

The first prime-time outlng for
Saved by the Bell is not golng to
win any new viewers outslde its
orlginal demographic group—
adults, for example—but it won't
disappoint any fans in its stretch
from a half-hour to Lwo hours. Nev-
cr mind that a subplot in which
Screech’s resemblance to a carved

the '60s, still the

ful format of the Saved by the Bell
scries. That translates to well-
meaning, vivaclous teens stumbling
on their own incptitude while pursu-
Ing higher goals, yet ultimately
proving that good will out.

statue g natlves to belleve he
is the descendant of their tribal god
is all too simllar to an cplsode of
Gilligan's Island.

Jones, known for his roles in Bee-
thoven and Disney films including
That Darn Cat, The Shaggy D.A.
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STAYING WARM WITH Ted!
b

Ext ely involved with child-
carc organizatlons, Jones enjoyed
the time spent on the Saved by the
Bell project.

“When 1 can go to work as an ac-
tar, It's a vacation for me. I concen-
trate on one thing, which is my job,
and in between shots I relax and en-
Jjoy my fellow actors and craftsmen.
It truly is a vacatlon for me. I have
a perfect excuse to cancel all ap-
pointments and show up on the set.”

Jones' llvely co-stars made the
experience ail the more memorable
for him.

“It’s challenging when you've got
all of that tecnage exuberance
around ou to malntain your concen-
traticn on what you're supposed to
be doing. 1f you do with it, it takes
on & life of lis own and becomes a
tot of fun,”

E's Blography scries
exomines the llfe and career of
Oscar-winning actor James Cagney.
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