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Adopted burger tycoon would help kids find home

BY JACRIE KLEIN
BraFy WRITER

Somebody once asked Dave
Thomas, founder of Wendy's, if
he'd give up selling one million
hamburgers to give just onoe child
a home and love. His answor was
“] want both.”

Thomas was at the Southfield
Radisson on Monday to talk
about adoption — the subject
closeat to his heart — ag well as
his book, “Dave’s Way " and
other meanty subjects before 76
high school journaliam students
from the tri-county arca.

The same homespun, good no-
tured, down-to-earth “Dave,”
scen pitching hamburgers on tele-
vision, is the “Dave,” who pltched
the “Stay in School and Succeed”
prescntation to students at the

. press conference,

. He’s also the same man who's

. the national spokesman for Presi-
dent George Bush’s White House

" Initiative, “Adoption Works for

* Everyone,” an cffort to encourage

- and promote adoption.

- Thomas recently donuted 500

“ coples of his book to Spaulding
for Children, a Southfield-based
adoption agency, to sell as a fund-
raiser,

Thomas himse!f was adopted at
the oge of six weeks by a couple
from Kalamazoo, That was in
1932,

“I had no raots, no friends, no
sense of belonging,” Thomas said,
“My adoptive mother died when 1
was 5. I stayed with my adoptive
father through his many remar-

ringes.
“If T had my life to live over, I
would meet my birth parents and

get a college education. I never
had time for football, bascball or
fire trucks, I bellove family velues
are most important.”

Thomas got his firat jab at age
12, delivering groceries in Knox-
ville, Tenn. He later worked 12-
hour shifts ot a restaurant in
Knoxville. At pgo 16, when the
family moved to Fort Wayne, Ind.,
he worked as a bus boy.

‘Thomas nover finished high
school. But the rags to riches en.
treprencur tells young people to

get a8 much cducation as possi-
ble.

Thomas joined the Army at age
18, attonding tho Army's cook and
baker school. After tho service, he
returned to Fort Wayno and teck
a job es a short order cook., He
and his boss opened a barbeque
restaurant They acquired four
failing Kentucky Fried Chicken
carryout franchises, turned them
around and sold them back for
$1.6 million.

“1 was alwaya drawn’ to ham-
hurgers,” he sald. “In 1967, 1

tho Radisson Monday hed a
chanco to grill Thomas. Courtesy
of Wundy"s. They'll also haye the

2pc{\ed t"hc' ﬁrgt Wendy's Old

in Columbus. I named it aftor my
eight-year-old daughter, Melinda
Lou, who was nicknamed Wendy
by her brothera and sisters.”

Wendy's and its franchises now
operate 4,000 restaurants
throughout the United States and
in 29 countries and territories
worldwide.

The high school journalists ot

to win a $1,600 cash
prize to help pay for thelr college
studlea and $1,000 for their
schoels in a nationwide journal-
ism competition.

To the students, Thomes
stressed honeaty, integrity, hard
work, tatal commitment and be-
lieving in yoursclf,

“You have to have a buming

desire to be successful,” Thomas
advised, “Get nll tho education
you can, Know what you want to
do. Find mentors, And get o job
before you decide on a carcer.
Don't give up. Don't quit.

“We all live here just so long 80,
wo might as well do the bost we
can. Nlee guys can finish first. Bo-
honest. If you mess up, you meas
up. Everybody does. And remem-
ber, problems aro npportuniu_n if
you do something about them.”

Special needs kids waiting for adoption after years in foster care

BY JACKIE KLEIN
STAYF WaITER

More than 2,000 Michigan chil-
dren with special needs are wait-
ing to be adopted by caring fami-

cs.

The Southfictd-baged Spauld-
ing for Children Permancncy
Planning Center focuses ita ser-
vices on the needs of children who
have been floundering for years in
the child welfare syatem.

‘They have been in foater care
homes an average of seven ycars
before bf:lp‘g rgferscd t'a Spaulding

rector of Spaulding,

“Thege children represent the
least sorved in the system and the
tragic irony is that most of them
entered care as infants and pres-
choalers. Our goals and d

They have no scnae of belonging,
center workers said.

Children without familics often
hit tho streets ot age 18, losing the
chanco to be nurtured by caring

arents. Homel and trou-

are addressing this urgent prob-
lem on many fronts.”

Children with special needs of-
ten have been abused physically,
scxually and emotionally. They've
been neglected and often aban-
doned by their birth parents.

ble with the law aro often conse-
quences of their foster care drift.
Since 1968, Spaulding hos
placed more than 500 Michigan
children for adoption. The agency
serves more than 400 children an-
nually with foster care, adoption

for services,
Some are older kids, some are
members of minority groups,
some are emotionally or physical-
Iy challenged.

“We shore a growing state and
national concern about the num-
ber of children entering foster
care, drifting from place to place
and staying in temporary care for
endless periods of time,” said
Judith McKenzic, cxecutive di-
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““COUNTRY FOLK ART:
SHOW & SALE
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NOVEMBER 20-21-22, 1992

. DAVISBURG, MICHIGAN
SPRINGFIELD-QAKS CENTER .
175 Exil #92 Dixio Hwy. N. 10 Davisburg Rd., West to Andorsonvillo RAd.,
172 mile south o town of Davisburg

DECEMBER 11-12-13, 1992

' NOVI, MICHIGAN
NOVI EXPO CENTER

AT )

Sﬁo", ,

1:95 10 Novi Rd. Ext #162, South 174 mito; Wost onto Expo Centor Dr.
THE LEADING FOLK ART SHOW IN THE NATION FEATURING
OVER 100 QUALITY FOLK ARTISANS FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY
Friday Eva., 5 p.m. 10 9 p m. Adm. $6.00 (Early Buying Privilogos)
Sal. &. Sun. 10 am. 16 5p.m. Adm. §4.00
Chiden under 10 Adm. §2.00 « HO STROLLERS PLEASE |
Country & painted turnilurc; piorced & stenciled lamp shades; |e§1ny
bears: sah glaze baskels; n
Windsor chairs; samplors; tinwata; blacksmith: dolis 8 toys; grained
trames; tole painting & sienciling: tag, braided & hooked ugs; €arvings:
country clothing & 10xlifes; thaorems: call igraphy: weathetvangs: 6ecoys:
Shaker boxes: folk art paintngs; whirkgigs: floorclaths; dummy boards:
quilts; liroboards: dried flotals: candlas: gourmet delights; French
Counry, Victorian, Southwest & Country-Westorn itoms. All Counlry
decoraling needs for salo, ——vor
v
SHOW OFFICE: v {ountry
[@13) 6344151, FENER

s ihees ol Covnry FOv A1 TOYOOK

MAGAZINE OFFICE:
(313) 634-9675
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englne provides dependable

« Low Angle of lift helps piopel
liself hrough the snow

« Handlebars told for easy
storage ond Hansport

« Lightwelght - movas eosily
on farge 8-Inch wheels

« Blectrc Start model avallable

AVAILABLE FOR
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

NOTHING RUNS
LIKE A DEERE’

"WE SERVICE

SNOWTHROWER SALE

498,  CHECK WITH SALESMAN FOR
e SALE PRICES

4 HP 2 Cycle Tecurnseh Snow King

SINCE 1948

MANUS POWER MOWERS

3116 N. WOODWARD
2 BLKS, 5. OF 13 MILE RD.

MON. 9-8: TUES.-ERI. 9-6; SAT. 9-4
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WHAT WE

and family support services.
“Spaulding is absolutely com-
mitted to permanency in the least
amount of time possible,”
McKenzie said. “We offer exten-
sive training seminars and other

programs for those interested In
helping children.

“Programs to train individuals
to become foster or adoptive par-
ents are available several times o
year.

Aspiting’

Models & Actors!
Breaking into modeling & acting is
easier than you think! But you need to
Kntow HOW! Save yourself all of the
expensive mistakes!
Call today and discover the truth
about themodeling & talent industry!

Call Shooting Stars Today!

313-362-2525

Many
GIVENCHY MINKS
‘To Choose From . ..

Including
Very Fine Quality
Couture Coats

From
$3,997

Special Purchase
GI VENE_I{Y R
AN AT
40nly

$1,897 ;

DETROIT
873

VERY DESIGNER FUR REDUCED 25% 0R MORE
R

7373 Third Ave. 1515 N, Woodward Ave, &
(W, Of Fishes BIdg.) (S. of Long Lake RA) &
g and

DESIGNER
CLOSE-QUTS

Natural,
Ranch &
Mahogany
Female, Full Length

MINK COATS
© As Sketehed:

)\ ° 2,797

Through
Saturday
Only

X Limited Quantities

BLOOMFIELD HILLS
642-3!

YOUR OPINION COUNTS
" Pay of State Officers

The State Officers Compensation Commission, a seven
member pane! of citizens, cumently is revlewing pay and
expenses to be paid in 1993 and 1894 to the Govemor,
Lt. Governor, Justices of the Supreme Court, and State
Legislators.

SOCC NEEDS YOUR OPINIONI
Organizations and ditizens are encouraged to express
thelr views on this important matter.

On November 17, 1992 a PUBLIC HEARING will be held
in the Detroit area at 6:30 p.m., Wayne State Universlty,
Kresge Library Auditorium.

The Commission s interested In views on:
. Should compensation baincreasedin view of the fact
that pay has remalned the same for 3 years?

+  What are appropriate levels of pay to attract the
highest caliber of citizens to these positions?

WRITE TO:
State Olficers Compansation Commission
/o Department of Clvil Service
P.O. Box 30002
400 S. Plne
Lansing, M1 48908
or Telgphone: 517-373-3064

style at Oakland Mofl on

at 6:30 PM.

the mall in a shiny horse -
drawn carage,
accompanied by the
holiday tunes of the Troy
Athens Marching Band.,

Afterwards, enjoy
the colorful ang
educational hands-on

from Sesame Street.

The New Oakiand Mall.
Real Fashion. For Reai Life.

14 MILE &1-75

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19th

See Santa parade through

displays featuring the gang

OAKLAND M

LOOK WHO'S COMING
70 .OAKLAND MALL!

Your tavorite Sesame Street characters
will be on display to help welcome
Santa when he arsives in grand

ALL
\ |

Hudson's, JCPenney, Sears and over
Mall Gift Certificates available at Intormation Booth during mall hours *

130 great stores and services » Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun. Noon -6 p.m.
Valat Parking Avaflable at Main Enlrance




