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POINTS OF VIEW

Conference shows more to learn about tolerance

gainst a backdrop of the beating
death of Malice Green, a long-
- planned community conference
on rl:‘xclsm was held in Birminghom last
week,

Sponsored by the Birmingham
Bloomfield Task Force on Race Rela-
tions, Focus: HOPE and the Race Re-
lations Council of Metropolitan De-
troit, it attracted a large, well-integrat-
ed, well-intentioned audience bent on
“Getting to the heart of it: Taking our
pulec on racism.”

What was quite obvious from the
general discussion and that which went
on in small groups around the room
was that the blacks attending knew a
whole lot more about whites than we
knew about them.

Let's just talk about the word
“honky" — an cpithet applicd to
whites by blacks, Most whitcs have
had so little experience with blacks, ex-
cept on our own terms, that we don't
know its full meaning.

So when the groups analyzed a situa-
tion in which a white is referred toas a

“honky” and a black as & “nigger,” the
whites didn’t really know whether they
could be equated.

How very little I know was rccontly
reinforced when, purely by chance, 1

was part of an atherwise all-black nudi-

ence.

My husband and 1 were in Chicago
two weekends ago, and went with our
younger daughter and her friend toa
comedy club.

When we were seated, 1 looked
around and noticed that my husband,
daughter and I were the only white
people there, with the exception of one
waitress,

The truth: Had we known we would
e the only whites, we would have been
afraid to go.

And we would have missed a lot.

We missed a lot anyway. Much of
the humor and dialogue is hard to
ceateh, when you have our small frame
of reference. Yet, we expect blacks to
negotiate in a white world every day.

“Hey, I sec some whites up in the
colored section,” the black comedian

later, he called for applause

B What was quite obvious
from the general discus-
slon and that which went
on In small groups around
the room was that the
blacks attendIng knew a
whole lot more about
whites than we knew about
them.

because “they’ro supporting black
comedy.”

1 thought of that experience when
Lila Cabbil, president of LMC Diversi-
fied Consulting, pointed out at the con-
ference that blacks support white busi-
nesses but whites complotely ignore
black businesses, such as along the
“Avenuc of Fashion" at Livernois and
Seven Mile Road.

1 thought of that expericnce when
keynote speaker Father Wiltiam Cunn-
ingham from Focus: HOPE cxplained

unit — probably because it was o case
of survival,

Which drew the response: “We'ro not
looking at this issuc os a survival issue
— but we probably need to.”

Incidents such as the beating death
of Malice Green, the incessant killing
of black children, and the fear that
keeps many blacks on one side of Eight
Mile and suburban whites on the
other, attest to that,

Over five years, the task force in Bir-
min‘_ghum has taken steps, such as this ©

designed to

how carefully he trained young black
men and women to take jobs in the
white community — including how to
talk to and treat “*Mrs, Levandowski of
Rochester.”

“If you tatk to Mrs. Levandowski,
you can remember black is beautiful,
but business is business,” he tells
them,

One Vietnam veteran told his group
at the conference there had been virtu-

snid to good-natured laugh few

ally no in his military

an .
It meets at 8 a.m. the third Monday

of the month at The Community
House in Birmingham. It's time for
others to find out what the task force is
doing and apply it to their communi-
ties.

You see, it's o matter of survival.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing cditor for the Oakland Coun-
ty editions of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. You can reach her at 644-
1100, Ext. 242.

Movie misses depth, honesty of ‘Autobiography’

he eritics are stumbling over
? themselves to praise Spike Lee's

*Malcolm X.” The words
“masterpiece” and “epic” are being
freely thrown about.

Unfortunately, the praise smacks of
potronization because these critics
briefly suggest what is wrong with this
film and then scurry on as if they
didn't want to offend the great black
duteur or his black audience. Lee and
his films are too important to be so
ghamelessly patronized.

- 2*Malcolm X" is a big, ambitious and
important movie, It is a must-sce for
¢those who have any interest in Ameri-
can history and in strong, intelligent
films, On the plus side, Lee stays true
to the “Autobiography.” He doesn’t re-
ject the controversial ending in which
Malcolm moves from strict separatism
and raciel hatred to a more accommo-
dating position,

- Denzel Washington gives an aut-
ondi P’ as Malcol

He
captures the firc and anger, but he also
captures the humanity in his sly

smiles and in the growing awareness of
his spiritunl being. Other performane-
es, especially Al Freeman Jr.'s dead-on
Elijah Muhammad, are excellent. Lee's
experiments with the medium are
about 75 percent successful, especially
the use of black and white as memory
jolts to those of us who saw Malcolm
through enrly '60s television,

So what is wrong? As in other Lee
“joints” (his word for his works), there
is n bosic dishonesty in his porirayal of
black inner city neighborhoods and
life. In “Do The Right Thing,” Lec’s
New York slum resembled nothing so
much as a Sesame Street sct. The
streets were tidy, the conflicts until the
end were also a little too tidy. In the
end Lee's concepts were foggy. Danny
Aiello's pizza parlor owner was the
most humane character, which seems
not at all what Lee had in mind. That
maovie, too, was provocative and well
9ctcd but disquieting and disappoint-

i

ng.
Tn “Maleolm X" the problem is more

serious. In the Alex Haley penned “Au-

tobiography,” which is one of the great-
est books of our time, Malcolm goes
through several spiritual transforma-
tions. The early part of the book tetls
explicitly what Malcolm went through
as o child and young man. He is brutal-
1y honest about his life as a pimp,
pusher, drug addict and thief. He is
blunt about his views of racism, but he
is nlso blunt about the lack of self-es-
teem and responsible behavior in the
black community. .

The movie sadly misses all of this.

The scene in which a teacher tells Mal-
colm to forget about boing a lawyer and
study for a Negro trade is one of the
strangest in the book because it is told
with subtlety and presented after es-
tablishing Malcolm’s love of books and
his good showing as a student.

In the movie, it is played for laughs
with a caricatured white bigot teacher
in loud clothes with a loud mouth. And
it is only briefly mentioned that Mal-
colm was a good student, Later, Chris-
topher Plummer plays another comic
white, a vulgar preacher who knows
Ged is a white man, In fact, all whites
are reduced to comic walk ons as rac-
ists or twits (no doubt Lec's revenge for
Steppin’ Fetchit).

In the movie, the Harlem of the "40s
is a way cool black amusement park
where Malcolm and his little buddy,
played by Lee, walk around in blinding
zo0t suits and wide brimmed hats, The
music is hot and the games are slick.
This is in the book but o is the other
side. Where is the poverty, where is the
brutal crime, where is the ravaging ad-

diction, where is the irresponsibility
that Malcolm later rebelled against?
Malcolm's crimes are also treated
Tightly. This is far from the spiritual
depths that the book details,

1t has been sugpested that Lee toned
this down to win a PG rating. It wasn't
necessary to totally dilute the impact
of Malcolm's transformation to get
that rating. 1 think, instead, Lee didn't
want to deal with the reality of life in
the black inner city in the '40s any-
more than he wanted to deal with the
real inner city of the '80s in Do the
Right Thing.” Unfortunately, that
makes him less honest than Malcolm
X and his movie less than the master-
piece it is based on.

Do the right thing, sce the movie,
yes, but more importantly read the
book!

Hugh Gallagher is an assistant man-
aging editor with Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. To lcave a voice mail mes-
sage for him from a touchtone phone,
dial 953-2118.
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¢ ¢We recommend our clients
to Franklin Bank because they
get the best rates and the
lowest costs for commercial
checking accounts, ? ?
MICHAEL E. DESMON, CPA.
Desmon & Creighton, PC.
Certified Public Accountants
305 E. Maple Road
Troy, Michigan 48083

When you're a small business or practice,
every penny counts. So you'll apprecinte
the fact that Franklin Bank has the best
rates and lowest fees for conunercial check-
ing accounts in Metropotitan Detroit. That's
why we carn new customers everyday.

And besides watching your pennies, our
caring banking professionals make It a point
to learn all about your small business necds.

So call or come in today and let us get to
know you. And your buslness,

Most of these local
florists feature one
or more of the
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