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Talk show gets flak for conservative views

BY SUZANNE L. PARKER
BTAFPF WIITER

It's hard enough to be a con-
- servative when the country .ls
1

ing the community apart. And it’s
when she began expressing this
view back in the 19706 that she
began taking heat for it,

“The di fon didn't start

awash with D
the year of the woman, and a re-
sounding stance by black voters
for a liberal-led Ameriea, No one
wants to hear you cry sbout the
demise of a 12-year Republican
reign or the fracture of family val-
ues.

But to be 6 black female con-
servative today can be an even
truer test of the firmness of one’s
principlea. Marie Kalgler ought to
know.

Kaigler, who hosts a communi-
ty-oriented talk show which airs
weckly on local Booth Communi-
cation and Continental Cablevi-
sion West Channels, has lived
through more then a decade of re-
ceiving phone calls and letters
threatening her life, having her
office ransacked, losing jobs and
even been the target of gunshots.

Her show, “Marie Kaigler's
Perspectives” which alra at 10
p.m. Mondays on Booth Commu-
nications cable Channel 11, how-
cver, i8 not the source of her
strife, says Kaigler. While her
conservative stance may come out
during the show, the forums serve
a8 o discussion of current lssues

ing all of li

with my show,” she said. “It
started with James Reese and
‘People Want to Know’ — when
we didn't support Coleman
Young.”

“People Want to Know" was
one of Knigler's first ventures into
the world of broadcasting, From
1974 to 1979, she co-hosted the
hourlong talk show on radio sta-
tion WJLB with Jim Reese. She
made the move to this type of pro-
gramming, she said, as a result of
her work with sexually abused
children,

“You can't look at these little
babies who have been abused and
close your eyes for very long,” she
gaid. “I nceded an outlet for my
anger and my concern.”

No more love

Kaigler had been a part of the
Civil Rights movement as a col-
lege student majoring in sociology
ot Fisk Univeristy in Tennessee
in the 1960s. It was also the
change she saw in the movement
after she left that sparked her an-

ger.
“After Jim Crow fell in 1965,

Detroit communitics.

Lately, sex education curricu-
lum has been a hot topic ever
since tempers boiled in South-
field and discussions about
whether to teach students about
homosexunlity have caused great
controversy incommunity as a
whole, rather than scgments of
the population such as the black
community,” Kaigler snid. “May-
be that's what mokes me appear
conservative.”

A native Detroiter

But the 48-year-old who was
born, raised and now lives in De-
troit knawa better. It might be her
lack of focused attention on the
black community in hee show, or
her public stonce against abor-
tion, affirmative action and
schools of choice which have
brought about her conservative
moniker.

But, in Kaigler's opinion, it is
her vocal opposition to the black
liberal and separatist sentiment,
which she snys reigns in Detroit,
that has brought on those groups'
wrath,

Detroit, in her opinion, has
spent too much energy focusing
on race relations and not enough
on improving the Jives and educa-
tion of black families.

“I don’t want to sce the fatc of
black Amcrien focused on hating
white people,” she said, “It's my
personal belief that we need to
look ut ourseives and focus on
gonls like being good parents and
working to get off of welfare.”

It is this approach of blacks in
Detroit, Kaigler said, that is tear-

Stokely Cormichael took over as
leader and the movement took on
a very militant, violent and
separatist approach,” Kigler
sald, adding the racinl hatred that
she sow taking over was not serv-
ing these little children she
worked with in Detroit.

“When 1 was there, it was o
movement of brothesly love and
human respeet,” Kaigler said.
“Now oppression exists within
the bleck community and it's
tearing us apart, One look at
these babies and you can see
‘llﬂl.”

Since Kaigler returned to De-
trait from Tcnnessee, she has
received a master's degree in gui-
dance counseling and is a docto-
ral candidate in developmental
and hbehavioral psychology at
Wayne State University, It has
been in the yenrs since she loft
Tennease, while working with
abused children, working as com-
munity agent with Detrait Public
Schools and teaching and coun-
scling ot local community col-
leges, thot Kaigler hos developed
her public vaice.

In 1972 she worked on a radio
talk show called “For My Peo-
ple”; from 1974-79 she focused
her efforts on *‘People Want to
Know" and from 1980-1982 she
had o television talk show called
“Ask Your Counselor.”

In 1990, however, she made the
move to a wider audience with a
Sunday night call-in program on
radio station WXYT which
focuscd on local issues in general
and last year's birth of her cable
television program. Next January,
Kaigler has plans to debut a pro-

gram on am station WCAR called
“Metro Motor City Newstalk."

Trouble starts

Her move to an expanded focus
on metrapolitan communitles is a
natural outgrowth of her non-
scparatist position on black-white
relations, Kaigler soid, but her

vicws have olways brought her.

trouble.

She has lost more than ane job
because of her outspoken rejec-

tion of Detroit black liberals and
has had her offices ransacked.
When she chalred President
Ronald Reegan’s inaugural ball
in 1981, the threats on her life be-
gan,

Even recently, Kaigler wonders
if someone might be trying to
scare her into silence. One cve-
nlng, after returning home from
the cable studios last September,
Kaigler went back out to her car.
As she approached her car, four or
five gunshets rang out very near-

Ly and Kaigler dove under her car
in fear, Kaigler said she never saw
anybody, but her baby sitter who
came running out after her, said
he saw someone riding off on a
bike.

1 imagine If they (the bullets)
were meant for me I'd be dend
right now,” said Kaigler, who
doesn't let the continuing calls
and letters bother her as much af-
ter all these years, “But the detec-
tive who I've talked to said to tako
everything serfously.”

United States.

LOVE

Read between the lines and you'll find warmth,
tenderness, compassion. Today, dying at home
after o long illness frequently means that a
hospice team provided a person the opportunity
and the care to spend those lnst days peacefully -
with family and friends, Last year, hospice
provided care and comfort to more than 190,000
terminally ill people and their families in the

STORY

The Women's Committee for Hospice Care
snlutes the Tri-County Area Hospices:

¢ Angeln Hospice Home Care

¢ Cottage Hospice

« Henry Ford Hospice
* Cranbrook Hospice Care
* Lapeer Area Hospice
* The Hospice of Michi

Cancer F

* Hospice of Southeastern Michigan

* Hospice Services of Western Wayne County

* St, Joseph Hospice

A special kind of caring, a loving way of dying.
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WEEKLY;

*CablofTV Wackly is availablo wilh the Plymoulh Obsorver, Canton Observer, Soulhlield Eccentric, Woest

Newspaper®.

You probably gave it a lot of thought before
you ordered cable television, after all, it is an
added household expense.

Or maybe you were so excited when cable
came to town, you signed up without a second
thought. Either way, now you have it, so why not
enjoy it even more by using our free Cable/TV
Weekly book? The one that arrives every
Monday with your Observer & Eccentric

Take a ook at what's in there. You'll find
interesting features and the usual network
listings, but those cable numbers are what we
really want you to examine. You see, they match

your cable numbers and that makes your cable
service more valuable! You'll find all with the

numbers the cable company is using in your city!
“More for your money" takes on new meaning as

you discover that not only are the regular cable
channels there, but your Jocal channels are listed

for you, too.

Cable/TV Weekly advertisers are local
business people who are also helping you save

money with specials and sales.

So try it. Youii get the most for your cable
money when you use the easy-to-find listings and
you'll save money by shopping the Cable/TV
Weekly ads—all with our fiee cable book.
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