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Road deputy likely

to replace Grubba p,,_;

BY PAT MURPHY
STAFF WIITER

Qokland’s next rond czar Is
Jikely to be Brent Q, Bair, a high-
Jy regarded deputy managing di-
rector for the Road Commission
for Oakland County.

“Brent |13 8 hi‘ghly trained and

‘1 don't waiit to see

John (Grubba) go be-

cause he was such a

Eood managing direc-
or.’

Richard V. Vogt

very ¥

sna Richard V. Vogt, one of three
rond commissloners who will vote
on hiring the new dircctor. “I cer-
tainly support him. To do any-
thing clse would smack of poli-
tica,”

1f promoted, Bair would replace
John L. Grubba, the outgoing
managing dircctor of the road
commission who hea been named
o deputy to newly-clected Oank-
Jand County Executive L. Brooks
Patterson.

Bair has been with the commis.
sion for 17 yenrs.

“Brent received the very high-
est rankings on all of his evalun-
tions,” said Vogt. “And Grubba is
preparing an endorsement for him
to be presented at our next meet-
ing (Dec. 3) That's when we'll
Jikely vote on Grubba's replace-
ment.

“] dom’t want to sece John
(Grubba) go because he was such
a good manoging director. But if
we must replace him, I want it to
be Brent.”

News the road commission is
leaning toward Bair ends specula-
tion about whether commission-
ers would launch a nationwide
search for Grubba’s successor or
promote from within.

It also ends speculation thot
Grubba’s replacement might in-
deed be one of the commissioners
— Vogt, Rudy Lozano or Law-
rence E, Littman,

Vogt, however, said promoting a
rond commissioner to the position
of managing director was never
considered, *'I never cven thought
obout it.”

Road commissionurs are ap-
pointed for specific terms by the
Oakland County Board of Com-
missioners. Once appointed, they
have outonomy in cstablishing
policy for rond commission which
has an annunl budget approach-
ing $70 million and aliout 500 em-
ployees.

Commissioners nlso have re-
sponsibility of hiring its manag-
ing director, a position that car-
ries an ennuol salery in the
$80,000 range.

Commissioners received some
good news this week, namely that

it will recelve $3.75 million in ad-
ditional state funds as a result of
the “Build Michigan” legialation.

About $1 million of the addi-
tionnl money will go toward pur-
chasing new trucks and equip-
ment; $200,000 will be used to ac-
quire ndditional gravel and slag,
$200,000 will go for matcrials for
drainoge structures; $100,000 for
additional concrete repair; and
$275,000 will be used as matching
funds to qualily for federal funds
for the Intelligent Vehicle-High-
way System,

Drumming up support

By TEDD SCHNEIDER
BTAYF WRITER

Pro-life activiat Lynn Mills of
Livonia soys the American Civil
Libertics Union is trying to gen-
erate public sympathy for a law-
suit that names her as a co-de-
fendant because “they don't have
acase.”

The Livonia resident recently
criticized a published report on
the nearly year-old lawsuit that
stems from a 1991 protest outside
the Women's Advisory Center on
Six Mile in Livania.

The lawsuit, filed in Wayne
Circuit Court last December,
claims Mills and Sr. Lois Mitoraj
of the Felician Sisters violated the
privacy of two teenage clinic cli-
ents by including their names on
placards used in the June 8, 1991
protest.

ife activist denounces ACL

A story on the lowsuit — spot-
lighting the ACLU’s previous de-
fense of Mills’ right to picket
abortion clinics — appeared in a
recent Detroit News.

“The ACLU went seeking me-
dia attention, Beeause they don't
hove a case they're going to go try
and play it out in public,” Mills
said.

Paul Denenfeld, ACLU legal di-
rector, disputed Mills’ character-
ization and said the lawsuit “has
a great deal of merit.”

The lawsuit has been assigned
to Wayne Circuit Judge John
Kerwin. Depositions were taken
Jast month but no trial date has
been set.

The Jawsuit asks for at least
$10,000 in damages and charges
the defendants with public disclo-
sure of private facts, intrusion

Lynn Mills

upon and i

U tactics

the two signs, which urged:
“Don’t Kill Your Baby."”

Mills said the names were ob-
tained by a third party, who found
clinic_records in the trash. She
said the clinic, not protestors, was
“responsible for violating thelr
confidentiality.”

Mills snid it was the first time
names were used in a Michigan
abortion protest, although the
tactic haod been used previously in’;
other states, R

She said she plans to continu
using the strategy, depending o
circumstances, regardiess of th
lawsuit outcome.

“We may do something like use -
a first nome and Jast initin
though," she conceded.

Denenfeld soid while the ACL

n abridgi

docsn't  beli i

infliction of emotional distress.
The plaintiffs were named on

anyone's right to protest, the de
fendants’ actions went too far,
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