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“We dug a huge hole for them,
and they played a terrific third
quarter and still had o lot of
ground to gain.”

The Wilcats, led by Kristin
Kenny, who ecored 11 of her 19
points in the third quarter, out-
scored Mercy 11.2 in the last two
minutes of the third quarter to get
within 37-28.

“Once we got used to what they
were doing, the girls started look-
ing ot the hasket; we pressed
them effectively and got back in
the game,” Novi coach John HofT-
man said.

“They could have folded, but
they took the bull by the homs
and went right ofter them. We're
pleased with the comeback. It's
altost as good as a win for me.”

Novi made eight of 12 field
goals In the third period, while
the Marling (four of 14) had the
same kind of shooting touch the
Wildeats had earlier,

“They were throwing the ball
deep against our trap, and we got
more cautious,” Baker said.
“We're not a cat-and-mouse team.
We're more effective in an up-
tempo situation where we get to
play aggressively, If we stow down
and do o lot of thinking we don't
seem to play, deliberate basket-
ball.”

Novi's shooting cooled to five of
of 17 — the Wildeats missed sev-
en of thuir first eight — in the

fourth quarter, The Marlins made
theirs count (four of seven) and
also sank six of nine free throws
1ate in the game.

Valire Jones had seven of her
nine points in the second half to
help Mercy protect its lead. Dana
Wade scored eight of her 12 in the
first half. Julie Angell finished
with 11 points ond Katie Heffer-
non  eight. Christine Edwards
added nine for the Wildcats.

“I thought Wednesday and to-
night our scniors showed real
leadership,” Baker said. "I was
particularly pleased through this
tournament with the court leader-
ship of Katie Heffernan and Dano
Wade.”

Winning the district was a re-
freshing event for the Marlins,
who were winless in the Central
Division of the Catholic League
while playing some of the state’s
best teams.

“\We lost 10 of 11 games at one
point in the season,” Beker said.
*All of those opponents save onc
were ranked. Nonetheless, it took
a devastating toll on our confi-
dence.

“It's a tremendous credit to
these kids to regroup like they
have. They took an ambitious
goal and achicved it. Anyone who
saw the game Wednesdoy will
never forget it, This one is real
special.”

By C.J. RIsSAK
STAFF WRITER

Really, if Schoolcraft College's
volleyball team listens to its
coach — Tom Teeters — then it
won't have many worries heading
into the NJCAA Tournament,
which starts today in Phoenix.

That's because the Lady
Occlots head into the tournament
with that most feared label — at
least to its opponents: unknown
quantity.

That means thoy aren’t really
all that good, but they have been
known to rise to the occasion.
How high? Well, that’s the ques-
tion, isn't it?

Let's define 1t like this, for naw:
SC was able to rise enough to get
this far {a 38-11 record), ond
thot's renlly farther than Teeters
says he figured they'd go.

_ And remember: He’s been here
before. This is SC's fifth-straight
trip to the NJCAA Tournament.
In Tecters’ cight scasons as
conch, the Ocelots have made this
trip seven times.

So how does this u;um compare
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Captain Hook: Mercy sophomore center Julie Angell
shoots a hook shot Friday in the team's district champi-

onship victory.

Blazers rally for OT win over Rocks

By STEVE KOWALSKI
STarF WiTER

Livonia Ladywood senior guard
Tracy Prybylski lost her voice but
not her shooting touch at the free-
throw line,

Prybylski, ploying with a cold
and laryngitis, made three of five
free throws in overtime Friday
night to lead Ladyweod to a 53-51
vietory over Plymouth Salem in a
Class A pirls basketball distriet
final at Canton,

Prybylski didn't score during
regulation but made a pair of free
throws with u minute left in OT
to give Ladywood a 52-49 lead.

Salem senior center Cyndi
Platter, who had a game-high 26
points, scored on a back-door play
to make it 52.51, but Prybylski
split a pair of free throws with 26
seeonds left.

Peybylski said she lost her
vaice prior to Thursday’s practice
and was suffering from a cold but
neither ailment would keep her
from ploying.

“It never entered my mind,”
saicl Prybylski, whe played with
four fouls in the fourth quarter
and during the OT. Tt feels good

to finally be on top. I knew o lot of
(Salem players), especially (start-
ing guard) Christy Parimucha
(who lives across the street).”

Salem enjoyed o 21-9 halftime
Jead but Ladywood's full-court
press caused 18 turnovers in the
sccond half and OT, including 10
in the third quarter,

The Blazers' defense prevailed
in the last minute of OT as senior
guard Mary Jo Kelly stole a pass
with 35 seconds left and the
Rocks had a traveling violation
with 13 secands remaining.

“Turnovers were key," said Sa-
lom coach Fred Thomonn, whose
teams have won seven districts in
bhis 10 years. “We knew going in
we had to pass ond catch the
ball.”

The Blazers advance to to-
night’s regional game at 6 p.m.
against Ann Arbor Huron at Ypsi-
lanti High. Snlem finished 13-10.

Ladywood won despite making
only 16 of 60 shots (26 percent)
and trailing 40-30 with about five
minutes left in the fourth quarter.

Tara Overaitis, who had 17 of
her team-high 20 points ofter
hnftime, scored eight straight in

the fourth quarter to pull the
Blazers within 40-36 with 3:55 left
in regulation. A three-point shot
by Andrea Putti and Overaitis’®
three-paint play made the score
44.44 with 1:30 remaining.

Plotter made two free throws
with 23 seconds left to put Solem
ghead 46-44, but Annc Poglits
forced OT with her only basket of
the game and :05 left on the clock.

“] think people got their mon-
ey's worth tonight," said Lady-
wond conch Ed Kavanaugh, who
won 11 districts and two state
championships in his first stint
as Blazers' coach, “This is our
best district championship we
ever got, because we were not sup-
posed to win, We were not sup-
pased to win at the end of the first
half,”

Kaovanaugh dousn’t know how
the Blazers overcame their shoot-
ing woes.

“If T knew that, I'd .write a
boak, be o eoaching genius and
make o lot of money,” Kavanaugh
said. “We knew Salem was going
to play zone so we mentally snid,
*Hey, we've got to make our shots’
and panicked a bit.”

Ladywood won under similar
il Wednesday, recov-

with its pred: ? Is it omong
the best?
Sorry. “By far, it's not,”" said

Teeters. “This was the wenkest
teom I've had at regionals, going
against one of the strongest teama
we've faced at regionals (Kellogg
cey.”

SC volleyball team -
in national tourney

And yet, Kellogg proved unable
to get past SC, The Lady Brulns,
69-1 and ranked fifth in tha
NJCAA entering the regionals;
lost twice to the Ocelots. “There's
& certain chemistry that's carried
us,” explained Tecters, “It's an !
unknown facter. :

“You ncver know when it's
going to take over. It's 3 factor
that’s hard to measure.” "

(Hear that? By that definition,
you really can’t disappoint; all
you cen do is excel heenuse no one
figures you'll do much, anyway.)

If the Ocelots are golng tu make
a long run in the NJCAAs, that
unknown quantity s going to |
have to reach herctofore unex-
plored heights, SC has been weed-
cd eighth, something Tecters -
didn't really want. It puts the
Qcelots in the same pool as No 1-
seed Miami-Dade Wolfson.

There ore 16 teams in the tour-
nament {four pools of four teams);
SC wants to be one of the eight to -
survive the first cut.

There are certain  indicators |
that will show if the Ocelots are in
the hunt. First and foremost,
serving: “Serving well will indi.
cnte il we ore going to win," said
Tecters. “If our serves are not on,
we end up losing. We can’t afford
to miss more than three serves (a
game).”

Risak from page 1C

ering from a 13-point deficit to de-
feat Livonia St 65-5tina

1n Oakland County, officiels ex-

district semifinal,

“Yeah, it's a carbon copy, They
made the plays at the end; we
didn’t," Thomann said.

Salem got superb play from
Platter and senior Shelly Sockow.
Platter made cight of 14 shots
frum the floor and grabbed a
game-high 12 rebounds. Sockow
finished with 15 points on seven
of nine shots and 11 rebounds.
Senior guards Leslie Gotts, Cindy
McClure and Parimucha also
started their final pgames, al-
though Gotts ended with 2:37 Jeft
in regulation after fouling out.

“1 feel bad for the whole team,”
Thomann  said. “The seniors
worked hard, We didn’t win but it
doesn’t mean we were not suc-
cessful. We had a lot of peaks ond
valleys, but it was an awcsome
ride.”

Said Kavanaugh: "“Platter is a
great player, what | like about her
most is the way she catches the
ball and faces the basket,”

ed with what’s called the
three-whistle system. The lines-
men, as well as the referee, cach
had whistles and were allowed to
call fouls,

1 have heard both geod and bad
regarding this, one side insisting
it’s necessary, the other soying it
creates havoe on the field. I be-
lieve it could work, that the prop-
er coordination could be found.
Heek, in college basketball they
have had three officials for 10
ployers in a much smaller aren;
why not in saccer?

Others share blame

But officiating isn’t going to
rectify oll the problems. I men-
tioned Parsons didn't agree with
parts of my origingl column; the
OU conch thinks the problems I
mentioned aren’t limited to
soccer, and singling out soccer is
wrong.

1 agree that problems exist in
almost all sports. But 1 also stand
by my original assertion: I have
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nat ! any other sport

that is more lacking in sports.
manship than soccer. :

Coaches — at all levels — and
parents share the blame. When
players on Parsons’ team explode
and a fight breaks out, causing
the cancellation of a match, is it
Parsons' fault? He's been coach-
ing those players for only a few
months,

He should have control over
them, but it isn't always easy to
tell how much a player will take,
Soccer players all seem to have a
chip on their shoulder; the ques-
tion is, how far will they go before
they figure that chip's been vio-
lated?

And who put it there to begin
with? A temperamental age-graup
coach, perhaps, or an overzealous
parent.

Soccer is a fast-growing sport,
which means finding competent
cm]lches and officials ean be diffi-
cult.

But that’s not much of sn
excuse. Because basic sportsman-
ship and competition should —
indeed, must — caexist, whatever
the sport.
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CLARENCEVILLE SCHOOLS

The Clarenceville School district will be accepting bids for the
lighting at Clarencevllle Senjor High School, 20155 Middlebelt Road, Livenia, MI
48152,

Bid speclfications can be plcked up at 28832 W. 8 Mlle Road between the hours
0f 7:30 3.m.4:00 p.m., Monday-Friday. Blds due by noon, December 4, 1952,
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plumhihg  heating - cooling

bk T4 30633 Schoolcraft, Livonia
,mj,t itk M CITY OF FARMINGTON (Botween Morriman & Middisbelt)
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Financing R . COMMUNTY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS = &8 2 3
o 120-6¢ L]
Aatndle !ﬂﬂ b\IEMP The Farmington City Councll will mect at 8:00 p.m. on Monday, December 7, HOURG; MON-FRI 7:20-6 SAT 9.3 52 1 50
> Zommertn & Revaeran 1992 In the Councl] Chambers at 23600 Liberty Street, Farminglon, Michigan for g v
Gardon City Canton Tvip. . - Mool public review and comment on: (1) revislons Ls the Community Development
4276612 981-5600 Were the mside Goys spsx Block Grant Program {CDBG) for fiscal year 1892-93, and (2) allocation of

CDBG funds for flscal year 1993-84.
Interesied cltizens will be glven an opportunity to oxpress their views at the
above time and place.

Lanrly Bird FURNACE
Further inf 1l bout the Co: ity Devel it k Gi
Furte tormsionshs s Communty Devprint ok cnt s | | INSTALLATION SPECIAL

. ot et 3.1 froms $ 1 09 500

Reg. $1285.00

INSTALLED & RUNNING
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Isn't It A Shame?

T surencourow | |  SUPER COUPON '
| insTALLATION SPECIAL | | INSTALLATION SPECIAL °
Yo had no ides, did you, that o scemingly husmless | % HP GARBAG [ e 1
plece of plastic could become an knplement of 1 D|SPOSEAL 1 LAVATORY t
cdeath 10 an innocent 7 Yet it bappens, 1 [} FAUCET !
unforiunately, on i 1 2, . 1
“Tons of plastic nuuerial are lost or dumped into | g0 L} : 5“‘”’50001
the ocens cach year, imperiling the lives of I PAIRUOIN ¢ ‘ i
hundreds of thou c anin 1 1 51 4895 )
Plastic hags, sixep: fishing nets and | () 1
ather mate ¢ amnuals, turetfes o 1 [ i Aogular 198.95 |
hirds, causing death by drowning or strngul 1 (] b
Sometimes animals get sick or stusve when they JLu Expito3 112692 g
et plastic thitt they mistake for food. A r-aTes ===05
Tut plastics pollution Is preventable, \ U OUPON H
The 1 Wildlife Fed I 110 INSTALLATION SPECIAL

protecting America’s precious resourees = our T, !
uur waters, our people, our wildlife,
You can be a paet of the effort. Join the National

Wildlife Federation, 1412 16th Street, NW,
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