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pike delivers with ‘Malcolm X’

grandstanding for the press.

Theso nccusations, along with a

sex m:nndnl lnvolvmg leuder Ell-
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Denzol Washington, seen in
virtually every shot, hos the rolo
of his llfo here. Nnt anly does he

to break off on his own, a move
that directly leads to his apsaasi-

Like' him or in & zoot suit walking Horlem
‘gfélmsé not, Spike Lee strects with long loping arm
. sure knows how  strokes.
to stir up the Harlem's golden age is present-
medio. He urged  od almost in the context of the
students to cut Hollywood musical, complete
clogs last week to  with a raucous dance scene. This  natlon in 1965.
check out his

MONAGHAN

irked khc press
in his attempts

is heaven for Malcolm wlt!l its
Fippck) t t

From what lve becn able to

cau:

gather,
ting jnzz, and for a smart guy like
him, loads of opportunity.
Malcolm engages in some num-
bers running and burglaries with

He

nnly black junmulis(a for inter-

view!

Sp!ke'n got $30 million i
on this project along with his
utation. The great thing is

“Matcolm X" {8 cvery bit as good
a8 Spike snys — a fair, surprising-

ly objective blography of the
Lmvcrsinl hllnck Teader, featuri

best friend Shorty (played by
Spike Lee) before the pair ends
up in prison. It's here that Mal-

fnlrly realistic pnrtrmt. Sun-. you

know where Spike stands. He ab-

viously idolizes the man. Yet, he

plso depicts Maleolm’s frequent

bad judgment, inappropriate pub-

Iln statements (he lnbcled the
dy

paints o

ding
rep-
thai

colm meets Barnes (Albert Hall),
a persunsive fellow con who
teaches him the discipline and
pride of the Muslim faith,

He becomes a Muslim hehmd
Laors and on release is

sexism,

con- llke t

coming home to roost”) and overt

As o character, Malcolm is B0
thoroughly amnzing and enter-
taining because of his chameleon-

_over the

n% a ly taken into the fold. His oratory

Denzel Washin

gton.
Clocking in at almost 3V hours,
this truly cpic film opens with
Malcolm Little 08 a young dandy

Y moke him
ono of the crganlzntlons most
sought-after speakers.

So populer is Malcolm that

mony Muslims feor that he is

g Detroit

bespectacled Malcolm, but he has
the intensity to create more than
a martyr symbol, something he
wos unoble to do with Stephen
Biko undor the welght of Richard
Attenborough’s South  African
epic “Cry Freedom.”

Watch Spike scream — and
rightly so — il his star and his
film are snubbed at the Academy
Awards next year. It would
Spike's first Oscar; Washington's
second.

Spike’s ranting ond raving
makes perfect sense in the wake
of this londmark film. Like Mal-
colm, hc knows that wildly con-

the thin,

be

ars fro
I’.ed (s0 cnlled for hla yen
ing in Michigan) to tho cnlight-
ened Mualik El-Shabazz who
makes a soul-searching pilgrim-
age to Mccca,

ra resid-

come.

his volce to be heard. With films
like “Do the Right Thing” and
“Malcolm X" under his belt, that
voice should ccho for years to

will allow

At the mike:
Malcolm
(Denzel
Washington)
addresses an
audience of
Harlem resi-
dents outside
the legend-
ary Apollo
Theatre.
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