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Hills sticks with ‘citizen mayor’

Sometimes, different Is botter.

At least that was the consensua
of tha Farmington Hills City
Councll concerning the fssue of
clecting a mayor., :

Councliman Terry Sover, a for-
mer mayor himself, brought up
the iden of having city voters —
not the council — elect the mayor
to o two-year, rather than a one-
year, term at a recent council
meeting, And although Mayor Jen
Grant agreed with Sever, the reat
of tho council liked the current
system of one-year terms, with
the councll deciding the issue.

Councilman Ben Marks, a for-

H ‘Wo never wanted the mayor's Job to become
a po!ltlcal force. Seven citizens would lead the

city.

Councilman Ben Marks

mer moyor and o member of the
original city chartor committee,
said after looking at how 30 other
cities elected their mayors, the
committee was unanimous in
choosing a one-year term.

“We nover wanted the mayor's
job to become a political force,”
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Marks said. “Sovon citizens
would lead the city.”

Grant and Sever both said it
takes tho mayor soveral months
to know the job and become effec-
tive. That leaves little time for
making a real impact, they said.

But Councilwoman Joanne

Smith sald mayors have been
quite effegtive under the ene-year
format.

“Wo have nover had a mayor
who couldn't porform,” she aaid.
“I've nover had ono single person
come to me in 36 years nsking
why don'{ wa change our form of
governmont.”

Marka added that having an
elected mayor can lead to moro
dlvisiveness and hinder the city
manager.

“This city hos o reputation of
having a model government — a-
government by the people,”
Morks said.

the mayoral term lrom one to two
years through city elections only a
week before, they both jolned
other council members in unani-
mously seclecting Bates for the

. ange-year post.
Grant pralsed Bates for her -

hard work and help during her
tenure on tho council,

“T'wo years ago vaters in Farm-
ington Hills lected  Nan

I think we share a fundamen-
tal view of the city of Farmington
Hills,” Lichtman soid. “And that
is: This is a place whero I want to
live, where 1 want to raise my
family.”

Bates, who has lived in the city
for 19 years, said she expected to
spend more time with citizens,
learning thelr concerna,

Bates by an overwhelming majori-
ty,” Grant said. “She has done a
great job. She has thoroughly
rescarched every issuc,”
Councilman Larry Lichtman,

" unanimously voted mayor pro

tem, also pralsed Bates, 69, who
has been a legislative aid to Rep.
Jan. Dolan, R-Farmington Hills,
for the past two years,
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“They deserve a mayor who is
hable and

tive," Bates sald.

Bates said she has no specific
agenda for her upcoming term,
but added that the Elght Mile
corridor Is a project she and Do-
lan both want to sce succeed,

“There s a lot of work to be
done,” she said, “I went to the
firat mecting (of the Eight Mile
Road Taek Force). I was skopti-
cal. But now I think we are mov-
ing toward a resolution.”

Batea sald improving the 27-
mile stretch la Important because
Farmington Hills, as well as other
cities, can not prosper if Detroit
continues to declino,

“We have a vested interest in
secing that Detroit does well,” she
said.

Sha, nlso sees property taxes
and recreation facilitica and pro-
grams as concerna for the city in
the near future,

Lichtman, an attorney with the
firm of Butzel Long in Birming-
ham, {a continuing a family tredi-
tion by serving as mayor pro tem,

The father of threo will scrve as
mayor pro tem 20 years after his
father, Frederick, did. His father
waa also moyor in 1974-75 end a
member of the committee that
drew up the city's charter,

“] think we've got a pretty good
group on the council together,
working together,” he said.

Land acquisition, primartly for
recreational use, hes become a
priority, unlike yeara ago, when
the city was reluctant to venture

-into those typoe of projects, he

said.
-
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An Evening Of

HOLIDAY DECORATING
IDEAS

Professional Interior Designers
will show you the way to make
your Holiday Decorating look Beautiful
& Elegant
» Table Setting * Tree Trimming « Gift Wrapping
* Holiday Cooking Demonstration

Sponsored by:
Detroit Chapter - Interior Design Society

Hosted by:

' Interiors
Michigan's First Drexel Heritage Q) store
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is pleased to announce the opening of our newest

Michigan Office
at

575 South Main Street
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HO, HO, HO!
Farmington Hills Department of Special Services has
prepared a North Pole Hotline for Santa Claus or Mrs,
Santa Claus to call your child on Wednesday, Dec. 16,
between 4:30 and 8 p.m. free of charge, Al forms must
be mailed or dropped off by 4:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 7, at
Farmington Hills Special Services Department.
Care of Santa Claus
31565 Eleven Mile Rond
@ Farmington Hills, M1 48336 @
Une odditinl sheet i recessary

Santa’s Coalling Registration Card
Child name & addresy:

e G

Sehaok: Tacher’s pame

Friend’s name: Triends pame:

Brothers'name & apes:

Sistery'name & agess
Petframes Do ° Cat:

Specifie iha your child would ke ta gels

Messgolbat Sasta coudreey:

PHONE NUMBER:

Beorry - No long diatance calls

We Care
For Children
& Adults

HOLLAND

Family Chiropractic

Center

855-4900

32522 Northwestern Highway
Farmington Hills, Ml 48334
Hours: Man,, Wed., Frl. 9 a.m. 6 p.m.
Tues., Thurs. 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Located In the Countyard Plaza, neat to
Tamara's lasthut de beavte.

Se habla+ espanol
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