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Civic-minded volunteers take clowning seriously i

By SALLY GE!
STAYF WRITER RAK

*“I'm having o balll” sald Michi-
gon Bell president Bob Hurst as
he frolicked down Woodward Ave-
nuo Thursday in a clown costume
and red foam noae, Huret and his
wife Joyce, a dedicated volunteer
for 8 number of arca charitics, live
in B!nomﬁ?ld Hills and are new

of Michi b o kaot

ing Parade Foundation’s Distin-
guished Clown Corps.

There are many clowns In the.
parade, but the Distinguished
Clowns are a singular lot. They
are business, civic or charity lead.
ers who pay $1,000-per-year ducs
for the privilege of clowning
around for a few hours one day o
year,

‘The corps was catablished in
1983 when the parade’s very exis-
tence was in jeopardy. “Back then
I thought if wo got 10 {clowns)
wa'd be lucky,” remembered Tom
Adams, who, with Detroit Edison
chairman at the time, Walter
McCarthy, conceived the idea.

Distinguished Clown Corps
memberahip hag since become so
coveted that the 100-member lim-
it was incrensed to 126 this year,
according to Birminghamer Gary
Wasserman, He is the Porade
Foundation special events chair-
man.

Adams, retired chairman of
Campbell-Ewald who lives in
Bloomfield Hills, was saluted at
the pre-parade breakfast for Dis-
tingulshed Clowns, thelr familics
and VIPs, He was dressed in the
corps' token of esteem —the first
10-year clown suit.

The subtle differcrices in clown
suits are unnoticed by most pa.
rade watcherg. First year clowns
wear one-piece, harlequin-pat-
terned suita which they keep for
five years, adding ruffled arm
bands for each year of member-
ship. Afier five years, a Distin-
guished Clown is lssued a two-
picce suit containing some silver
fabric. The top hat and the gold
fabric in Adams’ new suit are
symbolic of 10 years of member-
ship,

Following the above guidelines,
matching clown suits are created
for Distinguished Clown couples.
Oakland County couples with

the parade.

these include the Hursts, Foun-
dation president Snndy Duncan
and his wife, Rosanne, the Bob
Awreys, John Balians, Paul Bor-
mans, Gil Bormans, Jack Robin-
sons, Donald Petersens, Alvin

Happy face: Lathrup Village resident Robert Raisch has
clown makeup applied by his daughter, Julie, who volun-
teered her time along with other members of the St. Dun-
stan’s Theater Guild specifically to paint clown faces for

some laughing youngsters mid-
way down the two-mile Woodward
Avenue parade route.

“1 capecially like shaking
hands,” said Rosemary Kelly, co-
founder of the Rose Hill Center
for lly ill adults, Then she

V ary W
Henry Colmans and Loree Carn
and Rod Wasserman. Southfield
entreprencur Richard Kughn and
his wife, Linda, who chaired the
parade, alao have his and her out-
fits.

Paula Blanchard of West
Bloomficld was nlso honored at
the breakfast, where clowns so.
cialize while awaiting their tum
at the mnke-up stations. Blanc-
hard led the effort to save the pa-
rade when she was Michigen's
Firat Lady, On Thursday she was
designated Distinguished Clown
Corps Founding Director, which
freed her to march in the parade.

“Previously 1 hod to be busi-
@esslike. Now it's time to clown
around,” she quipped.

So why do these busy commu-
nity leaders don costumes, wigs
and makeup and act sifly?

“You lose your inhibitions,”
noted Betty Jean Awrey as she
sproyéd Instant Fun Streamer on

pressed a child’s hond and sid,
*"Happy Thanksgiving, honey.”

“It’s go nice to see Detroit smil-
ing,” excloimed first-year clown
Lorre Corn, who kept stopping
curbside to cheerlead the specta-
tora,

Fourth-year clown Deb Lobring
elaborated. “Seeing all these col-
ors of Detroit, nll these people
having a good time together —
thot's a real high!™

Indefatigable charity worker
Maggie Allessce invaribly got lots
of laughs from spectators when
she bopped policemen on the
head with a scrawny rubber
chicken.

“It's great to be a kid and it's
great to make kids heppy,” de-
clared Borbara McClure, first-
year clown and manager/vice
president of Troy's Neiman
Mercus, Her company also spon-
sored, along with The Ritz-Carl-
ton, a hospitality suite for VIPs at
Onc Detroit Center. .

Instep: Saluting crowds along the parade route is yet another local “clown,” Birming-

ham resident Alan Harvith.

New street lights brighten
up Hills Olde Town section

BY BILL COUTANT
STAFF WRITER

A move by the city of Farming.
ton Hills should brighten things
in the Olde Town section.

The city council approved o
plan to install a total of 22 lights

§'In Olde Town, it is more difficult for the fire
department, police and EMS to find strests. It's
a safety factor and a crlme deterrent.’

Ida Ranesbottom
Olde Town resident

in the city's oldest
ighborhood in the

corner.

The ambient lighting, first re-
queated by the city’s police de-
partment, will provide better se.
curity and sofety in tho city's
most densely populated aren, aid
City Manager William Costick.

Detroit Edison will install 10
Jight fixtures at intersections
north of Eight Mile and west of
Inkster, mostly east of Botsford
Hospital, and another 12 fixtures
for all intorsections along Inde-
pendenco Street between Middlo-
belt and Cowell.

The installations will cost the
clty $4,767. The city will also pay
annual lamp chargos of $3,880 for
tha 100 watt, high sodium lights,

“In Olde Town it {n more difli-

henat

cult for the fire department, po-
lice and EMS to find streets,”
said Ida Rancsbottom, an Ol,dc

burden on police and other ser-
vices, said Councilman Ben
Marks.

Town resident and
activist. “It’s a safety factor and
crime deterrent.”

Costick said the money to pay
for the lighting would come from
the city's general fund.

The measure passed unani-
mously, although some council
members were concerned with the
faimess of tho city paying for
lighting in one neighborhood,
while others had to pay through
resldent association fees.

But the improved lighting
would save the city in the long
run, because public safety and so-
curity would improve, easing the

“All officers are
saying we hava to light our streets
and roads,” Marks said. “That's
ane of the single best (crime) de-
terrents.”

Councilman Terry Scver said
since Olde Town residents had
paid for much of the city's infras.
tructure before new subdivisions
were butlt, the cost of lighting the
neighborheod was owed to ita res-
idents.

“For the last 30 to 40 yeats, I -

think (Oldo Town) residents
could argue that thoy paid for a
lot of services that they might feel
they didn’t get paid back for."”
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Clown for a day: Waving to the folks lining the Woodward Avenue parade route is Bob
Hurst of Bloomfield Hills, one of many who transformed themselves into clowns for the
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