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Dave McClellan is retired,
but his Corvette still sells

Finding a re-
tirement party
belng held in a
banquet hall
with an Italian
surname on Ro-
chester Road is a
good argument
for Inatalling a
navigation sys-
tem in your car,
In fact, normally
1 don't do retire-
ments, figuring
bad tood and bad memories are
plentiful enough without them,

But this one was special.

Dave McLellon hos spent near.
1y all of his carcer at General Mo-
tora working on the Corvette.
This, of course, meant there
would be more than one gag ebout
why he couldn’t cver get anather
job. He Is, In fact, only the sccond
chief engineer Corvette has ever
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had,

OK, so maybe this makes him
the Beetle Bailey of General Mo-
tors, the guy who never got pro-
moted, On the other hand, that
makes Corvette the only car still
in production at GM that was es-
sontially sculpted snd guided by
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an individual, .
Sculpted is porhaps teo strong

a word, until you walk around the.

cutaway chossis someone dragged
into Petruzzello’s dining reom in-
stead of a cake.. Stripped of ite
body work, the Corvetto s a mus-
cutar, metallic work of art. The
twin.cam engine is a compact
chunk of aluminum, with an elab-
orate truss bridging the gap to the
rea! axle and suspension. The
bare chassis has a rare quality of
drawing people to it, oven th?so

think about it, the Corvette 1s one
of the few cars made by any com-
pony that I atill have a strong
opinion about.

That is what's so special about
the car, and the small group in
the glant company that makes it.

1 never quite figured out
whether the Corvette group, and
Dave Mcclellan, were renlly as
jeonoclastic as they made them-

_ delves out to be.

Sure, they were supposedly
working late at night, stealing
parts, ing engines, golng

without any real
of just how complex and purpose-
ful it really is, It exudes a sense of
power,

Frankly, I nover really liked
Corvettes. 1 guess I started out
resenting them when they began
racing on backwoods road couracs
1n the 1960s, cleaning up with blg
engines and bad brakes sgainst
small cars from Britain. Today
they are enormously powerful,
competent cars, and I'm still un-
comfortable with the styling im-

age.

But all this is bestde the point.
The Corvette {8 probably the only
GM product I still have really o

strong opinton about. Now that I_

"

racing, and generally infuriating
the big shota on the 14th floor.

But then when the chalrman
wanted to prove he waes really a
car guy at heart, he went out and
had his picture taken next to a
Corvette.

Maoybe I really don't want to

know.

1'd rather think that Melellan
and his people found some space
in all that bureaucracy, more than
a little money, and cnough free.
dom to tinker, design and build
the kind of car that makes you
amile just thinking about it

Dan McCosh is automotive cdi-
tor of Popular Science Magazine.

he sald. “Construction is very du-
rable. You see 50-, 60-, 70-ycar-
old rugs and they lock great.

“For the average person, you're
putting something in a houso that
lasts 10 times longer than Du.
Pont Stainmaster,” he snid. “You
can change™it from room to room
and take it from house to house,"

And value helds, especially for
original, one-of-a-kind pieces,
Karimpour said.

“You can be assured it will do
well in the long run,” he said. But
he cautioned, “Don't forego stock
investments and certificates of
depasits and put the money in
Persian rugs,

“They're art and investment,”
he said. “I'm a businessmen, 1
put money where it's safe. Our
supply, it’s like cash, I could sell

all the
doys.”

A rug's quelity depends on size,
pattern, colors, knots per square
inch and foundation.

“My advice is do your home-
work, learn and set a budget and
within the budget try to got the
best quality you can,” Karimpour
spid, “Focus on a particular
{kind) of rug so you don’t get
confused.”

The cconomy, currency valua-
tion of country of origin, demand
and specific of a rug will deter-

pleces in my storo in two

, mine value, said Hormoz Allza-

deb, proprictor of Azar's Gallery
in Birmingham for 13 yeara.
“Ninety-five, 99 percent of our
customers buy Oriental rugs be-
cause of decorative aspects,” he

said. “They will maintain value_

t
or close to value. It may not go up
in value, but it won't be like a car
fl\cr a period of years worth noth-
ng. -~
“Most say, ‘I don’t want to buy
for an investment. I want to buy a
beautiful rug for my floor,’ * Ali-
zadeh added. .

“You go to a reputable dealer,
. You don't fell for advertising. You
look around, you compare. We
never push. We let people toke
rugs home to try, The more they
learn, the more they feel comfort-
able, the more they'll come back
to us,” he said. :

Jumes B. Willlams, a certified
financial planner in Livonia, said
he suspects that decorative rugs
would be a highly illiquid invest-
ment,
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The Smiths sent the
Bartons, who sent
the McGees, who

sent the Thompsons,

10 sent the

Jacksons, who sent
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The fact that so many new Saturn owners are dishing out high praise
for their car-buying experience isnt anything youd call
"dumbfounding” To the contrary. Unless were missing something, we
happen to think thats how mast people respond to being treated fairly.
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1992 IS ENDING |

The Year Of

Is Quickly Coming To An End.
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Do Not Let This

Opportunity To Purchase
Or Refinance Pass You By.
Let Republic Bancorp Mortgage
With Our 25 + Years Experience

Help You To Take Advantage
Of The Lowest Rates
We May See In A Long Time.

Call One Of Our Offices Today

For Your Appointment.
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