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Stockbroker climbs Himalayas, helps-péor below

BY JAY GROSSMAN
B7Arr WRiTER

5 year 0go, Rocheater Hills clty
councilman Gary Poters traveled
to.distant Nepsl to climb the Hi-
mélayas. A year later, he returned
to'seo the Jand below.

Petors spent two weeks in tho
village of Tirkhu, and a third
wogk on a photo safari in Chitwan
Park, home to the Bengal tiger
anid black-horned rhinoceros.

The trip was organized In part
by, the Kamall Institute, a non-
profit global organization that
alda undeveloped regions, Peters
was one of only soven Americans
to'participate,

It's not the type of trip you'd
expect the maneger of o stock bro-
kerage firm to take, but Peters
said hle return vislt to Nepal waa
a chanco to help others,

7 wanted to go back to help the
people,” he explaincd, sitting over
a hamburger at Mr. B's, “I know

it sounds corny, but I thought I
could help make a dlifercnce.”

The view from atop tho Hima-
layas was quite different from tho
ong belaw,

An ondless mountain skyline s
replaced by stark images of pover-
ty in Tirkhu: children begging,
families without proper food, nar-
row streets, a crowded market-
plece, and people walking around
with open wounds that haven't
been treated.,

“A tremendous country when it
comes to beauty," Patera said of
Nepal, “But the people are living
on the edge.”

QOn the edge of poverty. On the
edge of democracy, On tho edge of
amountain,

His journcy, which began with
a 22-hour flight in late Septem-
ber, took him to the rural village
In the Chouda-Bisa valley, one of
the moat backward areas in
Nepal.

“Firkhu s surrounded by moun-
tains and has no main road lead-
ing in or out of it. The closest

rond I8 more than 100 miles away, .

and the nenrest villoge more than
six hours away on foot.

About 400 peoplo live in Tir-
khu. The village hns no electrici-
ty, and a8 many as 12 to 15 family
members might live in a single
hut of less than 500 square fect.

The misaion of the Karnali In-
stitute is to first take the time to
understand a culture before mak-
ing ecconomic or technological
changes.

So the firat task for Peters was
to get to know the people.

Surrounded by China and In-
dia, Nepal held its first multi-
party election in 1991, The Demo-
cratic Congress Party and the
Communist Party are the coun-
try'a major political patties, Hin.
dulem is the dominant religion.

‘The economy is agrarian-based.
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But as Peters pointed out, most
farmers only grow enough to feed
their own families, .

He first noticed how friendly
the people wero  toward him.
Muny familics invited him to
their homes to eat, even though it
was obvious they could hardly
feed themaclves,

A second, more striking feature
was the lack of medical care in

irkhu,

Pcters met one village woman
in her 208 who had given birth to
12 children, Eleven of the chil-
dren died before thoy reached
their first birthday; tho 12th was
very ill.

The father gave the child medi-
cine, but used village wator —
which is very contaminated and
the source of many discases.

Peters tricd convincing the man
to boll the water, but the father
sald tho boiled water would be
bad for the baby’s stomach.
Petera then suggested taking
the baby to a nearby clinic. But
again the family refused; the clin.
{c is four or five hours away from

e,
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to accept whatevor discese afflicisc
them — another reason why'#
many villagers in Tirkhu will ngt
treat o wound or an Infection;;,
Peters said.
Sanitation is a major problem,
and villagors literally will reliovg..,
themselves just about anywhes...,

Tirkhu on foot and usually there
is no doctor available. And tho
medicine at the clinic has often |
expired.

A bad diet and a poor dord
of living contribute to the poor
health. Families cook with fire,
but don't build chimnoys in their
huts because they don't want the
heat to escape.

Consequently, many villagers
suffer from respivatory discases.

The Hindu religion includes a
sensc of fatalism, leaving a person

“It's like the fly capital of the
world,” Peters said. 3
The problems are endless, bi
hidden beneath them is o villoge,
1 with diti wh
adopting to Western culture. - .y
The mojor status symbols j
Tirkhu are’ portable radies nn;‘i
wristwatchca, But the radios g
on batteries, which are hard to
place when they dle,
In many huts, there arc radios .,
prominently displayed that do nat
work.
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.
: Celebrate The New Year In Style
- . g Chooso from ona of our excluslve packages for o
: maemorable ovening of fostivities and fun,
v 1. Overnight Package
v *105 per couple
z i * Delus cith VCR, mic i kot
z All of us at Botsford General Hospital ; Delus f:::::h{:gf?;“r'  VCR, microisase o
: your stay and hairdryer, . .
:  would like to thank you for your continued support, ;;,;’;f,"{;,’,’,‘;,‘."":"‘:;"" ‘b"“k:‘;- ""‘:‘P;"':;‘*
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: . . . . e o ooy st baked go0ds fresh from
: during our expansion and renovation this year. + Keepsake glasies weith o split of champagne
: I1. Dinner Party Package -
: At Botsford, we believe that making a difference *150 per couple .
2 ® Includes 6 cocktails per couple - cash bar -
- . avail )
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- more.
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I - Lobster bisque or beef barley soup
i « Specialty house salad
~ - Entree (choice of onc per person)
- Filet rru'ghnon, Prime Rib, Salmon swith dill sauce or
: :uz’xaakﬁ potato tith chef's choice of vegetable
™ = Assorted miniature desserss
- - Live entertainment and dancing
4 - gﬁam'}ag?w toast at midnight
R - Party favors
: bolsfod III. Overnight and Dinner Party Package
K genesal 230 per couple
a hospital Combines both 1 & I Packages
L — ' .
4 Reaching out to the people of our community. All packages must be pre-paid by THE HOTEL BARONETTE
E 28050 Grand River Avenue, Fanmington Hills, MI 48336-5933 12-17-92 ‘0 l .
B ) : For reservations or further info call i
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