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Racial tensions cited in OU protest

By JAY GROSSNMAN
STAFF WRITER

-A group of about 80 black Oakland Univer-
sity students, upset about financiul aid cuts
and what they soy are increased raclal ten-
sions, held an outdoor protest rally on the
achool’s Rochester Hills campus Wednesday.

-*Chanting, “No justice, no peace,” the stu-
dents charged the OU administeation with
acting slowly on a longatanding request for a
minority offairs office. The students nlsu
accused of ignoring i:
racistm on campus,

One black student said that he was called a
“nigger” on campus by some white studenta
tast week. He said he reported the incldent,
but thet no action was taken. “Next time I
might not bother reporting it,” he said at the
rally. “Next time [ might take matters into my
awn hands.”

lasted for two hours, ended at the office of OU
Presldent Sandra Packard, who held a private
meeting with some of the group's leaders.
Packard, one of several administrators to
watch the rally, snid she supports the idea of
eatablishing a minority affairs office,
“A center like the students are pmpoﬂmg

to hear back from the committee.
There are roughly 12,600 students attending
OU this semcester. About 6 percent are black.

“Things are only getting worse around here
and I don't sce anyone doing anything about
it," snid OU senior Chnuncl Wyche, pms[dent
of the Association of Black Stud Vo had

could be a very helpful place for every
she said, Establishing such an office would
require the University Senate's support and
approval by the QU board of trustces, she
said.

Packard sald she had not been hed

problems last year and nothing wna done,
Now these pmb]cmn are back and wo're still
doing nothing.”

Anonymouu hutc letters were sent last year

carlier about creating 8 minority affairs office,
but first learned of the request while reading
the campus newspaper three months ago.

After reading the article, Packard sald, she
asked University Scnate's Human Relations
Committe to resenrch the possibility of creat-
ing a new office.

She said Wednesday that she wae waiting

to black telling them to transfer to
another school. No students or student groups
were found responsible for sending the letters,

Wilmo Bledsoe, vice president for student
affairs, sold she fen't surprised about tho re-
ported increase in ractam. "We are, alter all,
living in the third-most racially segregated
mm.lropolitnn aren in the United States,” ehe
said,

* The rolly, which began about 1 pm. and

Labor takes potshots at privatization efforts

By T RICHARD
Brare Witkn

Big labor is tralning its big
guns on Gov. John Engler's «f-
forts to “privatize state services,
** “Privatization ia not a quick-fix
wonder drug, It's driven by a po-
fitical agenda llmt is hostile to
government,”  said  Krista
Schneider, gradunte of Milford
High School and the University of
Michigan, and now a policy ann-
lyat for the AFL-CIO in Washing-

" “Conservatives were opposed to
many of the programs in the first
place, but now they want to pose
as reformers. Privacy advocates
want us to think of government as
irredemiably incompetent,”
Schneider told the House Lubor
Committee in Lansing Tuesday.

She and Sheila Strunk of UAW
Local G000 painted pictures of
private contractors as paying
“aubstandord”  (non-union)
wages, cutting corners on quality
to make a profit, offering kick-
backs, bidding in collusion and
being improperly monitored by
povernmental staff,

] LANSING
Jobs at stake

Local 6000 represents some
22,000 state employces, about 40
percent of the total, and its mem-
Ders’ jobs are at stake.

Other governmental workers are
repruemed by the AFSCME the

of Swte,

tion that can be privatized. An
enthusiastic supporter is Patrick
Nowak, former Oakland County
politico who heads the state De-
partment of Transportation.

Soid the UAW’s Strunk: “The
cost of state contracts last year
was more than double the total
two years ago: $1.4 billion in fiseal
1991 compared to $637.5 milliop
in fiseal 1989, Blanchard was

ten testlmony, distributed by
AFSCME, soid state School for
the Blind nides in Lansing and
School for the Deaf workers in
Flint have been replaced by con-
tractual workers who are Inexperi-
enced, untrained and even sexual-
ly abusive to handicapped chil-
dren,

Urging Michigan to slow down

ntizotion. Schneid he

in 1989, and Engler took

County and
ees, which bousts it’s "tlm fastost
growing union in the AFL-CIO"
and had the biggest bloc of dele-
gotes (400) at the Democratic Na-
tional Conventlon.

Union officials not only support
Democratie candidates and assail
chuhliconn like Engler, but
thcy re an nfl‘:inl bloe of the

D

over part through fiscal '90.
“While contracts amounted to
26 percent of the state payroll in

1989," Strunk added, *‘they
swelled to 46,5 percent in 1991."
Blind are hurt

Listening to their testimony
were three Democeratic state rep-
ives and a member of the

Party.

Quietly, Democratic Gov.
James Blanchard (1983-90) start.|
ed the movement to trim state'
payrolls and give wark to private
contractors, for which labor as-
sniled him,

Engler has made it up-front, of-
ficinl policy, asking every depart.
ment to suggest at least one func-

——————— Clip & Save

House Democratic staff,

Said chair Raymond Murphy of
Detroit: “John Engler waonts to
take jobs away from people, mony
of them blind, who are valuable
assets to the school and give these
jobs to inexperienced people at a
minimum wage.”

In the nudience were mony peo-
ple with white canes, Their writ

AFL-CIO told of New Jersey pri-
vate contractors demanded ex-
emptions from the state public
records and open meetings laws.

“Government is teaditionally a
model employer and breaks barri-
ers for minorities and women,”
she added.

Strunk of the UAW said she
wadud through 149 state auditor
general reports on private con-
tracts and round these patterns of
flaws:

B Violations of the audit act
which can endanger receipt of fed-
eral aid.

B "“A real deficiency” in monitor-
ing contractor compliance.

8 Unwritten contracts.

& Improper approval of contracts.
® Unfulfilled contracts.

SOME OF OUR FAVORITE THINGS:
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4, GOLD PLATE EARRINGS $50 AND BRACELET wiTH FAUX PEARLS $95
DOTH BY Mist, MEET MiSH SATURDAY, DECEMOER 12T 11AM 7O 6°M

5. FLYING DREAMS WITIOUT THE FLANE
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CHRISTMAS GIFT ID.
1Hour Spacial 180,00 ¥ Hour Spedol 195.00

Hands on training or sight seeing your pleasure!
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SIGNIFICANT
SHOE SALES
EACH YEAR -
WITH
20% TO 50%
SAVINGS.
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SOMEI?SET COUECTION (637-3060) also ST LOUIS ATLAN'IA DALLAS, HOUSTON, SAN ANTONIO.
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in our jewel-
decorated
denim shirt

it’s your turn to shine in
this washable cotton
shirt aceented with
multi-colored jawe! trim;
Mada in the U.S.A.,
sizes §-M-L. Availoble
at oll storos except
Witdwood. $68 in
Updated S_oparams.

COME TO QUALITY

VALUE & SERVICE

THURSDAY HOURS: Shop from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. (New Cumgr until 7 p.m.).



