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Harrison honors: Harrison High
School announced its honor roll
for the first marking period./9A

County help: Oakland County
workers will help Farmington by
running the city’s new pumping
and retention facility./4A

Store expansion: A Kroger store
in Farmington Hills is expanding,
but it won't force out other mall

tenants./TA

v,

Protest in pictures: Some of Oak-
land University’s black students
rallied last week to show.their con-
cern that racism is growing on the
Qakland County campus./ 5A.

Festival of Lights: Jewish families
prepare to celebrate Hannukah at
sundown Dec. 19. Learn how to
make holiday sugar cookies,
latkes, (potato pancakes) and
other holiday treats./1B

Bagging It: Is the once-utilitarian

. shopping bag destined to become a

collector’s item?/9B

TR
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New tunes: The folks at Liberty,
University may not have appreci-
ated Blake Miller’s music, but
many others like the sounds he
and his band, 22 Belows, are

churning out./10B

Basketball clash: Farmington
hosted Redford Union in a non-
league boys basketball game./1C
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Onthn'nsondn .. 2A
Crossword puzzle 8C M B
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Employment . . .D  Street Scene . . 10B-
Obituarles . . . . 4A
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Hills cops fight insurance fraud

forces in the case.

By MARY Lou BONG
BTAFF WRITER

Farmington Hills police arrested a
Detroit ‘woman on charges of insur-
ance fraud Dec. 8 after she took a
81,250 settlement check for a ellp and
fall claim, Hills police snid.
. Dionne Leslic Weathera, 25, was

“arreated at the Sentry Insurance Co.

« Hills police, U.S. Poatal Inspectors.

Insurance costs insurance companies millions of dol-
lars each year — a cost passed on to consumers, .
Farmington Hills Police, U.S. Postal Inspectorsand °,
National Insurance Crime Bureau agents have joined .

on 13 Mile after an investigation by,

and the Nationnl Insurance” Crim
Bureau in Detroit.

According to Paul Wads, an NICB
special inveatigator, Weathers filed a
claim for lost wages after sho sald she
slipped and fell Aug. 4 at a store in
Taylor. . T

NiCB;iﬁhlch inveatigates insur-
ance claims, suspected the claim was
*not quite true” nfter Weathers snld

Loa sald. “In the past, fraud occurred
but nothing was dono because we
didn't have the funds. But with all
the of NICB and the assist-

she worked for a carpentry
owned by hor grandmother, Wade
snld. Wade said that the company did

. ‘not cxist and that Weathers could not .

have worked for tho compony, -

. NICB 'contacted Hills, police and
sked -that thoy be present when
Weathers picked up the check at Sen-
“try Insurance. Detective David Loo of
the Hills police sald the claim was
not froud until Weathors ‘picked up
tho check, . - T
“Insurance fraud hurts all of us,”

ance from postal inspectors, they're
becoming caaier to pursue.”

‘Wenthers was held overnight and
arraigned Dec. 9 at the 47th District
Court. She stood mutoe to the charges
and o not-gullty plea was entered on
her behalf. Bond was sct at $5,000
and a preliminary hearing was set for
Dec, 18, -

The false pretense charge is a felo-
ny thot carries. & 10-year sentence
and/or a $5,000 fine. :

By JuDITH DONER BERNE
WRITER . .

- Knollenberg mnkes,‘;xu,' ones
about It. He'ls overwhelmed, " . .

ning — no one télls you it'a'not -

that will' take him from con-
gressman-elect to congressman
- from the 11th District. .
“Nobody can telt you what
it's like,” he eald of his first °
doya in WashIngton. “It’s like
havinga child."”
- The Ropublican from Bloom-
field Township I8 in the midst
. of twa weeks of classes on both
‘administeative and poficy mat-
ters, Among {ssues covered this’
- first woek arc the use of the
" franking privilege (“I'like it, it's
- gotten tighter")-to the mechan- .
ics "of .setting: up Washington
and. local.. district -offices . to
“Congressional office  automa.:

- agoment” . ]
_These must be juggled with
the necessities of hiring a staff,

.. finding a placerto live and meet-
ing and creating tiea with an en-
tirely new group of people.}. .

*. Even.with putting in'7 a/m. to,

remember sitting back for five
minutes.”

BIAT il
, . WASHINGTO! C./— Joo. v’

L - “Ono of the things about win; N

over,” -gaid Knollenberg, coffee
... cup {n hand, poised for another’
dny. of the oriontation process -

tion and correspondence. man-. -

. midnight’ days, “I'm .rutining..'
-out of time,” he saya. “I-don’t -

Soo KNOLLENBERD, 24 -

agaln: R

Afresh

Knollenberg says is most like lea)
l.cup, of coffee.

the day witha “Congression

our ﬁrsc &ays at

ingthe rope

college? That’s the experience that Joe .
§ as a freshman Congressman. Left: He starts
R R | .

School tax debate is Wedn

By Syt BUCK
STAFP WRITER

Citizens for Quality Schools, a bal-
lot issue committee, is hosting a de-
bate Wednesday to discuss the Feb-
ruary schoo) tax renewal ?roposnl.

scheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 2, which
. lidates 1993-95 ing re-

newals in a single batlot, The Jan. 19
cablecast is on Channel 10, .
But Richard DoVries, the group
trensurer, said the holiday season
migh Jude invitees d

to defend their position,

The CQS group was formed by
Richard DeVries in December 1990 to
opposc o school tax election in early
1991, CQS endorsed DeVries in the

1991 board race, but Robert Ranney,
jdent, said in May that he

However, no schaol
have been invited, according to Pam
O'Malley, a school communications
liaison. But achoal bosrd membera
have.

The program will be cablecast live
at 7 p.m. on Channcl 8 from the
Farmington Hills City Council
Chambers, 31655 11 Mile.

On Jon. 19, the F i school

t
As of Friday, recelved no affirmotive
'VPs N
“The reason we are having it early

is so we can stimulate some discus-

sion,” DeViles said. “It will also al-
Jow the meeting to be recablecast.”
As for attendonce, DeVries anid all

that was needed were two people — 2.

and t of the

. district will cablecast its own ‘infor-
mational program about the electlon

prop an ‘op
tax. He added that as clected officlals -

board members have o responsibility

CQs p

did not helieve it would be fair to host
. a candidates night and endorse DeV-
ries this year,

DeVrics, hos twice run unsuccess-
fully for n schaol board seat. The out-
spokon DeVrica frequently criticizes

“achool spending and has rankled
school officials.

Ranney was a school board candi-
date in 1989 and 1991. This year he
chose not to run but put his support

o i
behind DeVrics,

The group scheduled a candidates
forum May 14 at which time Ranney
said that the group could host a non-
binsed forum despite DeVries' in-

- volvement, DeVries termed his in-
volvement in the then 18 month old
group “minimal” and added that
many other groups of which candl-
dates aro members host similar fo-

ruma,

Both Helen Prutow; a four-term in-
cumbent and now school board mem-
ber Joseph Svoke declinud to attend
the May forum.

The Dee. 16 program conaists of:

Seco TAXES, 2A

Yuletide meals

The Saivation Army will provide toya and food

FARMINGTONFOCUS

the Grand

Albom will be signing his third book, “Live Al-
bom 3: Gone to the Dogs,” 7-8 p.m. at the store, in

River/Halsted Shopping Center.
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baskets to the needy over the holldays in Farming.
ton Hills, ';

In fact, nbout 6,000 homeless and needy people
in tho Detroit area will enjoy a traditional Christ-
mas dinner at various Salvation Army locatlons in
the area.

In Farmington Hills, the Corps Community
Center, at 27500 Shiawassce, will bo a distribution
aite for toya and food boskets Dec. 21-23. -

Food baakets will be given to those who can
make dinner, but prepared meala will be served to
t}wnu who can not make dinners, at several loca-
tions, :

For more information, call the Salvation Army
at 477-1163. :

. fessor Book Centar in Farmington.

In addition, Congregution Shaarcy Zedek and
athor Jewish institutions have teamed up with the
Salvatlon Army to feed 1,000 needy and home-
hound people in nor‘th cen!n'nl‘Dctmit‘ on Chr'm-

Post offices extend hours

The Farmington Hills post offices at 32455
West 12 Mile and 33200 Slocum St. is offering

mas Day. For moro on to
prepae or sorve the meals, call Dr. Mark Diem,
Shining Light chairman, at 548-8398.

Albom signs books:
Mi&h Albcm. hﬁthor,ispom columntst for the

Detroit Free Preas and radio sports reporter, will
be signing his third book Friday at the Little Pro-

ded holiday hours for customer convenience:
Dec. 14 — 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 pm. -
Dec. 18 — 8:30 a.m, to 5:30 p.m.
Dec, 19 —9am. to 1 p.m. :
Dee. 21 — 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
the Farmington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road,
F};l_vmnglnn 48336, or dropped off at the newspaper
office.
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