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Area Toys for Tots shortage worries U.

By RALPH R, ECHTINAW
S7ArF WRITER

Donations to the Toys for Tota

holiday charity are so far behind
last yent'a pace in the Wayne/
Qakland arca that officials have
all but given up hope that their
.goal of 80,000 toys will bo reached.
L “We're all just busting our
butts to collect as many toys as
possible,” satd Kathy Schweitzer
of Coldwell Banker Schweitzor
Renl Eatate, one of the sponsors.
“We're doing more than wo ever
have. (But) it's kind of disap-
pointing.”
. The chief sponsor of the Toys
for Tots program is the U.S, Ma-
irine Corps. Soldicrs traditionally
collect donated toys fram drop-off
polnts and distribute them to
agoncies that give them to needy
children.

‘This year's gonl of 80,000 toys
will likely not be reached, said Lt.
Col. Rich Scott of the 1st Battal-
fon, 24th Matrines, headquartered
in Detrolt,

In fact, Scott reports that col-
Jections log behind last year's by
20,000 toys so far, .

“A toy really isn't a frivolous
thing,” Scott said, “It plays an
important role in a child’s devel-
opment.”

Noting that the Marines, who
landed in Somalia recently, were
met by a horde of reporters, Scott
said, "I'd give anything to have
that much media coverage (for
this program). It’s only the public
that can make this happen,”

Other loeal charities, however,
scem to be doing well, if not qui
as well a8 last year. .

State Sen. Michael Bouchard,

Note these holiday closings

All branch offices of the Michi-
gan Sccretary of State will be
closed Dec. 24, 25, 31 and Jon, 1,

Offices wlll reopen after the
Christmaa holiday at 9 a.m. Mon-
‘day, Dec, 28, and after the New
Year's Day holiday on Monday,

Jan. 4,

Secretary of State Richard H.
Austin urged motorists whose
driver licenses or license plates
explro during these four-day holi-
dny weekends to renow early. Aus-
tin said 165 of the 180 office will
be open until 7 p.m, Wednesdays.

R-Birmingham, 18 part of a pro-
gram called Conts For The Cold,
whereby charity-minded individ-
uals donate old winter conts for
the ncedy. :

“I just had to mako two picke
ups because the boxes were over-
flowing,” scid Bouchard alde
Gayle Murphy. “I need a truck,
not a four-door car,”

Murphy added that there are so
many coata in Bouchard's district
office that “I can't sce out the
window anymore. Gauging from
last year, I would say {our collec-
tion) is right on the same level.”

Ditto for the Salvation Army's
Plymouth office, where holiday
collections are “perhaps a tad
ahead of last year,” said Lt, Jef-
frey Beachum.

Beachum's arca also includes
Northville and Canton Township.
His goal this year is $230,000, and
he's about GO percent of tho way

lon was ralsed nevertheless in
Macomb, Wayne and Oakland
counties.
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Jan Hubbard, spokeswoman for
the northern Oakland County
United Way, sald she raised
$5,105 million by Nov. 12, the end
of the fund-raising drive, The
goal, however, waa $5,226 million.
“It doesn’t seem Jike much, but it
mokes a difference,” she said.
“It’s rcally the economy. People
are afrald even If they have good
jobs.”

The other Jocal United Way off-
ice covers Wayne, Macomb and
most of Oakland counties, It's
1992 goal was $63.6 million, but.
collections totaled $57 milllon,

“There's just not a lot of con-
sumer confidence out there,”
pok Lynn _And
sald, “It’s been a difficult year,
(Th:i problem is) a comblnatlon of

A OTOGRAP I 'y
Not naarly enough: The holidays don't look too bright so .1
far for the Toys for Tots people. They’re 20,000 toys be-
hind last year's collection rate. Shown above at one of

the collection points, Coldwell Banker in Birmingham, -»
are (from left) Ann Stevenson, James Riley, Sharon i

there so far. ‘Traditionally,
Beach aaid, N ber an
D 1 Traial

for 60-60 percent of the money
raised by the Salvation Army

and cuta in

Shohz and JoAnn King.

benefits.”

each year,

All is not quite so well at the
local United Way offices, where
the 1992 fund-raising goals were
missed, but more than $60 mil-
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In our 68th year, Greenstone's continues
the tradition of quality with an outstanding
collection of fine jewelry, Rolex, Omega and

other select watches, an extensive in-stock
selection of Waterford Crystal, ond Superb
Cultured Pear's. As abways, we also feature:

» Expert Walch and Jewelry Repair

Redesign and Insurance Appraisals.

+ G1A. Cedified diamond grading.

* Bridal Registry

» Corporate Gift Programs

GREENSTONES
CniaTors O Fost Jowtany Seaz 1925,

528 North Woodward » Birmingham, M ® 4 Blocks North of Maple ® 313.642:2650
Monday-Saturday 9:30-5:30. Open until 8:00 pm Thursday, December 3, 10 817,
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ALL SKI EQUIPMENT
ON SALE NOW
from 10% to 60% Off

Don Thomas Sporthaus is
your snowboard speciallst
with boards from:
BURTON *« MORROW ¢ SIMS
ON SALE NOW
We've got the perfect gift
for your skier or snowboarder!

Seasona! and Daily
Ski Equipment Rentals
Available for Aduits & Juniors

Rollerblade.

Michigan's best selection
of Rollerblade in-line skates
ON SALE NOW

* Call the SNOW-WATCH HOTLINE (313) 626-2626 for up-to-dale ski conditions %

Don Thomas,

[ Sporthaus)

1o ald Ploza * Telegraph at Maple « Bloomfleld Hllls » 6269500
Hollday Houv?: M%‘;:gay - Friday 10 a.m.- 9 p.m.; Salurday 9:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m., Sunday noon - 5 p.m.
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A Schonbek crystal chandeller =
becomes a family helrloom from the
moment It's Installed. The filstory of its
deslgn goes back 120 years when the
Schonbek family began making crystal
chandellers in Bofiemia, classical source

of the world's finest erystal. 1f you're
looking for a gift to outshine all
others, you want a Scfionbek
crystal chandelier!

Our Holiday Sale
Lasts 10 Days
ONLY!
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ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUGTION,INC.

37400 W, 7 MILE ROAD
. LIVONIA, MI 43152 »{313) 484-2211 O T i 400

THURS., ¥R, 9:308:00




