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Construction forecast short of rosy

Bdwnrd Cleoro's forecast for the
construction industry hero in
1993 —~ cloudy with a possibility
for partial clearing.

Cicero, president of the Detroit
chapter of the Assoclated General
Contractors of America and vice
president of operationa for Mill.
gard Environmental of Livonia,
spoke Monday to the Economie
Club of Detroit.

“Being able to keep our con-
tracting organizations together

during the recession, sotisfy our -

customers and achleve any profit
has taken a heavy tall on the con.
structlon (ndus!ry in southeast

Michigan,” he said.
Three mlnjor changes -~ un-
ed it

ion among
contractors, shrinking or non-ex-
istent profit margins and shifting
of mofe risks from owners to con-
tractors — are toking place in the
local marketplace, Cicero sald.

But he found some bright
spots.

“If the Clinton Administration
delivers on its intention to invigo-
rate our iufrastructure and de-
signs an urban redevelopment
program for cities like Detroit,
and does it wilh a kinder and gen.
tler lus than past

Cicero: I hope I
don’t sound too gloomy.
There are many potenial
lmglz! spots on the hori-
zon,"
unfocused, maoke-work projects
just to stimulate the economy
could cause more harm than good,
“It ahould be thought out and
well-planned,” ho said,
During his address, Cicero cited
transportation Improvement
planned by the South-

a

pruldcnts who have been saddled
with the task of getting the nation
out of a recession, then we will
have made same progress,”

‘Later, in an interview, Cicero -

sald that kindler and gentler al-
luded to taxation. He added that

Shouldn’t you reach for the bleach?

cast Michigan Council of Govern-
ments that could provide up to
$1.5 billion for new roads, im-
provements and other projects
from 1993.95. Gov. John Engler
olsois p ing a Build Mi

said,

“So expect to sea more Con-
structlon Ahead migns as you
drive nmund southeast Michigan
in 1993."

But Cicero sald {n his talk to
the Economic Club that he'a con-
cerned sbout where the incoming
administration is headed on envi.
ronmental isgues,

“If the vice president-clect has

his way, the environmental noose
could tighten so much that the in-
frastructure program will never
get off tho ground,” he said,  ~

“The Clean Air Act has provie
stons_that discourage construc-
tion, Hopefully, the new adminia.
tration will realize that to make
an omc]et, you hnvn to break a few
eggs.’

Cicero also called for tax credits
and the abllity to withdraw down
payments from individual retire-
ment accounts without penalty
for first-time home buyers,

“It is no secret that residential
construction leads the conatruc-
tion industry into a recession and
it lends us out a recession,” he
soid,

Detroit has excellent potential
for construction activity, he said,
citing recent efforts to build resi-
dentin! subdivisions like Victoria
Park and a new Veterans Medical
Center.

“] think Disne Edgecomb, prea-
ident of the Central Business Dis-
trict A i hit the nail

mrrmttructuu' program, Cicero

right on the head when she men-

“by urging speclal help for small

tioned during my research for
these remarks that ‘Detrolt I8
non-competitive when it comes to
taxation, Many voices need to
reach out and complain, about
that fact,’ ** ho sald.

Cicero also roiterated growth
and redevelopment projects at
Datroit Metropolitan  Wayne
County Airport, Willow Run Alr-
port and M.59 forecast by cco-
nomic dovelopment officials,

Cicero closed his presentation

business owners, especintly those
in the manufacturing acctor.

“If we don't act soon to help the
ownors of our manufacturing fa-
cilities modernize their plants,
help them secure long-term copl-
tal financing, then we are headed
toward disaster,” he sald.

“Expanding amull manufactur-
ing plants creates bread and but-
ter projects for the construction
industry,” he sald.

Later, Clcero elaborated on his
remarks during an interview,

“] think you're going to seo
some growth, but I think it will be.
slow,” he said. “The buzzword
going on is Stay Alive Until '95,
That may e true.

“We won't see a drastic change

“ROOM WITH A VIEW”

Individual fiomes with
condominium wnvz—r
nience. Lnique mot
plans o ’::Isl:;n:a' to
your tastes. Welk-out
sites with a 14 acre
wooded park view.
Minutes from down-
town Plymouth,

Impeccably
crafted from

249,500

At rear of Deer Creek Sub.

MODEL: 454-9305

Undy Avarable For
Immeciate Occuy
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in 03. It's golng to be gradual,”
Cicero said, “The last time we
came out of o recesson, there was
pent-up demand and money
avallable.”

Thnt isn't the case now, he
said,

When discolored arcas won't sand off or you
wish to lighten the wood's co!or, reach for the
bleach.

Stripping a picce of furniture will lighten it,
but bteaching for cosmetic purposes will make
the wood look fresher still. Thia simple tech-
nique can transform a chair, picture frame or
entire room of wall paneling.

When dissimilar colored woods have been
used in o piece of furniture, the darker parts
can be bleached to produce o uniform tone.

Simple laundry bleach, used full strength,
mny be enough te remove water marks, ink
stains or other blemishes, or to lighten oak ash,
mahogany, maple, walnut and beech. Other
species == chestnut, poplar, ccdnr. roscwond
and cherry, for ple — reaist bl

darkens evenly, it will bleach to a uniform col- label directions recommend.

or. Any orcas that remain light must be B Because the blench will have raised the grain

stripped again. of the wood slightly, sond twice; first with a
Here are some helpful tips: medium sandpaper, then with a fner grit, But

B Protect the work aren with sand fully; if done too vi , you can

cred with plestic garbage bags, sand through to the original color.

® Remove all metal hardware; the metal moy @ After bleaching, protect the wood with a

cov-

be attacked by the bleach,
B Use an old brush or a clean cloth pad to ap-

wipe-on oil finish.

ply an cven cont of household bleach to the
wood. (The two-step kits recommend uaing a
plastic sponge or a paintbrush with nylen brie-
tles.) Wipe evenly along the grain over the en-
tire surface. Avold overlapping ento the sec-
tions that have already been bleached.
W Leave the surfoce wet for 30 minutes, then
lize it with a 50-50 solution of white vi-

< 1If laundry blench doesn’t do the job, try a
commercial two-step wood bleach. Such wood
bleaching kits, sold ot hardware stores and
home centers, contain sedium hydroxide (lye)
n):d hy(lrogen peroxide mixed m;,clhl.r. Used

these strong an ruin
good furniture. Always test the bleach i m an in-
cunnplcuoun apot.

ITwo-step bleaches are very caustic, Follow
the directions on the label carefully, With any
type of bleach, wear rubber gloves, old clothing
and safety goggles, and work in a well-ventilat-
ed area,

IThe key to getting o good bleaching job is
removing all the old finish before you start. A
thoraugh stripping job is vital; even the slight-
est patch of old finish will prevent bleach fram
penetrating, leaving a dark stain. To test the
wood afler you have stripped it, wet it. If it

Pricey kitchen features add up

. The average new kitchen costs $16,491 today,
m:cordlng to the National Kitchen and Bath
Asisociation in Hackettstown, NJ That in-
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negar and water. Rinse with warm water,

B Let the wood dry for three Nours before yuu
decide whether it needs anather npplicmlon,
Use spot applications to touch up areas where
the color is uneven. Neutralize and rinse after
cach application.

& Note thot the two-step process is selk‘-neu~
tralizing after the first application.

B Allow the wood to fade to a shade ulightly
darker than the desired color; it will nppcnr
lighter after it dries.

@ When bleaching a dork apot, it's best to treat
the wholc surface sp you don't leave a light spot
surrounded by dark.

B Don't overdo it. Alter four or five applica-
tions, the wood may start to look gray and llft"
less, If that } improve its

wiping on a light stain to highlight the gra(n

M Let the wood dry overnight or as leng as the F -

o

B For use by more than one cook at a time, 30
percent,

ﬂ Mnrc Lhnn one sink, 20 pereent.

, video and-or stereo equipment,

cludes cabi and
labor.

< The trade group has compiled some examples
of high-end features and pereentages of kitch.
ens that have them:
| Custom-made cabinets, 50 percent.
A Planning center and desk, 37 percent.

Inside, the Ifoor plans are
free tlowing with open rooms,
vaulted ceilings, exichsive use
of glass, entectainment areas,
loits and more Quality and
attenlion 1o detail is evident
at every tum

BE A pART OF THE
XTRAORDINARY
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lG percent.

B A $28,000-plus price tag, 14 percent.

B More then 400 square feet of floer space, 8
percent.

B Granite countertops, b percent.

B Marble countertops, 1 percent.

.

Outside. the style 1s
European destgn with a
Meditetrancan hlcnd of brick
and cedar. Acentral
waterscape with lighted
fountains and walking course
camplements the impeccable
Forthose

Priced from $199,500
Open Daily 12-6

: 953-0080

L]
M
£
¥

ibbeseercanaans
vy

N\t == Novi, Farmington Hills

e The Villas

SiveLormant

3| who prefer the privacy

i and clegance of a single

family home with the
maintenance-free

advantage ol condo-

minlum hiving. The Villas

are an ideal cholee

Located near the :
g 1-275/Eight Mile Corndor,
R 1hie best of Narthwille.

and Livonia ale moments
away, irom line shops to
1estautants and
entertainment Break away
from the ordnary and visit
today

Lwrsous DETACHED CONDOMINIMS.
Brokers Welcome:

ot
PLYMOUTH BUILDER
B MODELS - ¢
Ly 2 REMAIHIHG!%.

The highest quality new homos
available In Plymouth. Loaded with
custom features & profossionally
decarated & landscaped.

$AVE THOUSANDS e

4

From *309,000-*348,000
Call...KEN or DAVE

MDDEIS DPEH l 7 PM DAILY
G%. a0,
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453-0200

THREE PHASES HAVE
SOLD QUICKLY!

DON'’T MISS PHASE IV
We can’t be beat!

* 1 Floor, 2 Bedroom, FROM

2 Bath Models % ‘68, 500

« 3 Floor Plans

« Private Entrances E
« GE Appllances o
« Cathedral Ceilings § B
« Carport
Opan Dally 12-5 « Closed Thursday —
981-6550
F-=" SALES BY CENTURY 21, HARTFORD SOUTH, INC.
L\ j)

Oncy X 3

Homes REMAINING!

Traditional ranch and 2-story townhomes with pond and wooded views,

Site Features Includc.

« Adjacent to 14-acre Park with
Nature Wallsvays

« Quistanding Location, Central to

Work, Shopping & Recreation

« Premium Walk-Out Sites Available

« Exclusive Resort Class Pool
0 Point Financing Availabi

Home Features Include:

* Soaring Cathedral Ceilings

* Private Courtyard Entrics

* 2.Car Auached Garages

* First Floor Laundry

* Waod Burning Fireplace

* Premium Finished Lower Levels Avallable

le* + Skylights Available

@B@of@d& Commons

Condominiunts

995-8980 o

Realiar Fartlclpation Invited

mes (inly

Located nn the west alde
of Mal + Ve mile aorth

ol Hunhmwr R4

Open Daily | pme6 pm.

Sat. & Sua. 1 pm-$ pm.
lusc




