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:: Nation
changes
its tune

B The loss of the percussion-
ist and the addition of a bas-
sist, drummer and backup
singers has ushered in a ma-
jor format change for the
once techno-driven Blue Na-
tion which now fronts a
harder edged, somewhat
bluesy sound.

By Lanry O'CONNOR
STAFF WINTEN

Transition is a
buzz word preva-
lent in the Blue
Nation vocabu.
lary. That
doesn’t mean
chaos and confusion are backup
singers in the band, though.

Which is perhaps the maost re-
markable attribute of this engag-
ing seven-member outfit, which
throws everything from dreamy
space-nge keyboards, primal hard
rock guitar, pulsating techno
beats, funky bass *rhythms to
soothing acoustic folk into their
musical equivalent of stone soup.

Membera have filtered in and
out, mugical dircctions have been
altered. Yet, in_this secmingly
constant state of flux, Blue Nao-
tion is a wholly sound and
focused outfit. Why?

The answer is found lurking
around the analytical tones of
lead singer, John Sousanis, who
ponders questions like thesis
statements. Understandable, he
majored in history at Harvard
University.

“It's not so much dates or any-
thing,”" says Sousanis, who spe-
cialized in 20th century U.S, his-
tory at Harvard, “History, as a
college concentration, teaches you
how to argue. It doesn’t even mat-
ter what you think so much. You

Sound check: Blue Nation features lead singer John Sousanis, guitarist Dion Sullivan,
keyboardist Nels Highberg, bassist Frederick David, drummer Ben Ridley along with
bachup singers Alicia Gbur and Marnni Fielder.

just pick a side and argue it to
denth,
“A lot ni lllcsn songs do thut
jors the

Blue Nation fenturcs original
members guitarist Dion Sullivan
ol‘ Allmnnt and keyboardist Nels
of Ferndale, who've

ness, not by chempioning politi-
cally correct causcs or admonish-
ing injustices of the past, but
rather through raising probing
questions aobout our state of
heing.

In the number "Lay Your Ma-
chine ann," Sousanis  asks
whether one's blind devotion to
his job 40 hours a week is rcully
worth it. The riveting “No Law™
is not a call to anorchy but de-
bates the expressed purpose of
taws, good or bad.

In the final analysis Sousanis
hastens to add, “You've got to
write good songs, good mclodics.
i you don't do that well, it
doesn’t matter what you say.

“We're in the entertainment
business,”

In that department, Sousanis
has plenty of help.

bcen with the band since its in-
ception two years ago.

Bassist Frederick David,
drummer Ben Ridley of Warren
along with backup singers Alicia
Ghur of Grosse Pointe Woods and
Marnni Fielder of Livonia have
heen added this year, Their arriv-
al ushered in a major formot
change for Blue Nation, which
was a techno-driven outfit until
the band’s percussionist left
abruptly.

Sinee then, the group has gone
for more of a harder edged, some-
what bluesy, sound. “I wouldn’t
say we've gotten any less dance-
able,” Souranis adda.

On stage, Blue Nation is quite
compelling. The band bombards
the the listener with many musi-
cal elcpnunts. all ..cnrmlled by

as a lead vocalist,

Alicia Gbur's acoustic strumm-
ing and glowing harmonies pro-
vide an_“earthy” texture while
Marnni Fielder raps on scquenced
drum pads, The bond's bassist
and guitarist ramble about the
stage while Ridley, who played in
Beer on the Penguin for seven
years nails the proccedings to
floor with an unrclcn(mg drum
beat.

The band's has been bouyed by
successful gigs at Club X and are
encouraged by a recent new music
showcase in Atlanta, Go. Getting
signed to a major label is a priori-
ty ond has become more of a reali-
ty in the last 11 months.

“I think the transition was be-
couse of tho focus,” Souranis
says. “One thing we've been good
ot . . . i8 knowing how good we
were or weren't, You tend to keep
alot of that stuff to yuuraclf,

“I think this year we ve ad-
dressed our sl

IN CONCERT

. Monday, Dec. 21,

1QFACH
Inou stry, 15 S. Sopinaw, Pontiac. (All star
Industdal featuring Martin Atkins, Williom
Tucker, Ogre, En Esch, Hope Nichols, Bar-
bara Hunlcl. ‘Matt Schultz and Flour)
334-1
PMIADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM
Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detrolt.
832-2355

Tuesday. Dec. 22

CHISEL. BROTHERS WITH THORKETTA
DAVIS

Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Dotroit,

8322355

BLACK MARKET

Matropontan Metrocate, 326 W. Fourth
St., Royal Gak. (reggae}

5421990

\Wednesday, Dec. 23

LOUDHOUSE
‘With Mice Termile at St. Andrew's Hall,
431 E. Congress, Delroit.
961-M
EWEAP THRILLS

. With Last Minute nl Griff's Grill, 49 N. Sa-
Jnuw ;;sliac {Hard rock)

ACOUSTIC FESTIVAL

with Wally Pleasant, Mooshka, Jake An.
gel end Joe Lowless at Lili's, 2930 Jacob,
Hamtramck,

8756555

WEATHERVANES

Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
996.2747

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Wilh Brophy Dale and Al Hill at Siind Pig,
208 S. First, Ann Arbor.

996-8555

CHRISTMAS PARTY BENEFIT FOR C.0.1.S,
With the Chisel Brothers at Alvin's, 5756
Cass, Detroit. (Blucs)

832-2355

MARY MCQUIRE & MYK RISE

Hoop's in Aubum Hills.

373-4744

THE HOPE ORCHESTRA

With Pnunhogg, The Ritz, Gratiot and 10
1% Mile, Roseville.

7788150

Thursday, Dec. 24
Friday, Dec. 25
Saturday, Dec. 26

CHEAP TRICK

With American Jam ot Horpo's, 14238
Harper, Detiolt.

824.1700

FRAKK ALLISOR AND THE ODD 80X

ull's, 2930 Jacob, Hamtromek. (Dance-
oble rock}

875.6558

PAUL VORNHAGEN QUARTET

Bird of Paradise, 207 S. Ashiey, Ann At~
bor. {Jazz)

662-8310

HAVENOTS

Paychecks, 2930 Canliff, Hamtramek,
8740354

SKYLES

Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor,
996.2747

BIG DAVE AND THE ULTRASONICS
Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor.
996-8555

CROSSED WIRE

wml me Nannnmbs u( Sl Andrew's Hall,
43 Congress,

961 MELT

MARY MCGUIRE & MYK RISE

Backseat Saloon In Keego Harbor,
682.1119

THE COLORS

\Vith Forchend Stew at Paychecka
Lounge, 2932 Caniff, Hamtramek
874-0254

CHADS JAM NITE

With The Generals, Cutture Bondits, Blue
Nimbus, Grady Hazy, Skinhorse, Hoofa. |

poppers, Mental Londscape, Vavoom,
Brothers From Another Pianet, Slugbug.
Inside Out_and Red September at Fin-
w S Pub. 3965 Woodward, Detrolt.

Sunday, Dec, 27

wun Bmmemood Rccipee atindustry, 15
S. Sa;ma

THE HAXNIBALS
Acoustic show in Sarokl Room at Industry,
'!g S. Snglnnw, Pantiac.

Monday, Dec. 28

IN
El\nd Pig. 208 S, First, Ann Arbor.
ARADI!E VALLEY SJAZZJAM
Alin’s, 5756 Cass, Detroit.
832.2355
fnu"gﬁ 2;759 Vi
¢ Gallery, an Dyke, Worren,
757-505g o

Tuesday, Dec. 29
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Frank Allison gets
himself some Sox

By Larry O'CoNNOR
STAFF WRITER

Are the Odd Sox in the musical
homper for good? Frank Allison
isn't ready to wad them up just
yet.

After the reported demise of his
previous outfit, brought on by the
defections of guitarist Dan Beck-
ett and bassist John Boyle, the
wily singer/songwriter has decid-
ed to keep the name Odd Sox for
his new outfit efterell. .

His band’s dcbut this month
was under the name Wooly Mam-
moth. Then, suddenly, he
changed his mind,

“We were talking about it last
night,” says Allison, “The guys
said, 'Wooly Mammoth’ nounds
tike it's just you ... but we're
more like Odd Sox.”

The reincarnution fentures gui-
tarist Kevin Allison (no relation
to Frank) along with drummer
Rob Hejna and bassist Chris No-
teboom. Frank Allison is awash
with glawing praise about his new
crew of Odd Sox.

“I'm looking forward to the
change,” snys Allison, whose new
outfit performs at Lili's and Blind
Pig this week. “When we all get
together we afl click.”

Still, there's lingering bereave-
ment for the old Odd Sox, which
justly earned lh:, reputation as
one of this area’s top dance/rock
bands.

“1 know people would come up
to me and say, ‘Oh Frank, this is
so0 sad and horrible,' " says Alli-
son. “I was right there with them.
1 didn’t want it to end, cither,”

Frank Allison & the Odd Sox
have done well in their five-year
span. They packed clubs, relensed
two acclaimed albums “Monkey
Business” ond “Hokey Smoke”
and received sterling reviews from
critics, including one in the New
York Times.

Such momentum, though,
didn't bring the band any closer
to being signed. The strain of per-
sonal commitments took their toll
carlier this year.

“We did everything right from
an artistic standpoint,” Allison
says. *We had the songs. We had
the act. We didn’t have the busi-
ness. Usually, 8 band hos some
business go-getters. We didn’t re-
ally have any of that,”

Rather than ruminate on the
loss, Allison put together an in-
terim group of musicians and per-
formed a couple of gigs under his
own name. His first chore was
tracking down a permanent gui-
tarist, imperative to the guitar-
rooted songs.

Kevin Allison, who is originally
from Colorado, made the process
casy. He asked Frank about play-
ing with the band; he had per-
formed with the Rocky Mountain
rock outfit Mldmght Kitchen,

His tight puitar style should
auger well with Frank "Allison’s
hell bent flailing, The change in
membership also means new in-
terpretations of many Frank Alli-
son & the Odd Sox tunes, which
will still be o major part of the
playlist,

“With some of the songs, I told

the guys to listen to all the tapes
and take out what you like and if

New Sox: Frank Allison _
changed his band’s name,
but then he changed his
mind and kept the recog-
nized moniker of Odd Sox.

you can improve it then go
aheed,” Allison says,

As a result, some numbers like
“Remus Road" have been sped up
while others have been stream-
lined. Frank Allison says his
songwriting has also evolved dur-
ing the transition, whittling out
the “deadwood while adding some
more interesting branches.”

Audicnce reception has been
quite good to the new line-up, Al
lison says. But it begged the ques-
tion why he didn't initially retain
the Odd Sox moniker in spite of
the loss of two members,

“I thought of Wooly Mammoth
and I liked it,” he said Wednes-
day.

By Thursday, he apparently
changed his mind lke he changes
his socks.

Frank Allison & the Odd Sox
will perform Saturday, Dec. 26, at
Lili's, 2930 Caniff, Hamtramch.
For information, call 875-6555.
The band also performs Thursday,
Dec. 31, at Blind Pig, 208 S, First,
Ann Arbor. For information, call
996-8555.

STREET SENSE

‘Trust your gut reaction and limit daughter’s excitement

Denr Bacbara,

1 om the di-
vorced mother of
a two-year-old
daughter. We
live by ourselves
and my father,
her, grandfather,
habysits with her
often.
mother died I'vc
years ago and
- was depressed
*" until my daughter was born.
Since then, he has doted on her;
she is the main focus of his life,

This is great for both my
daughter and me, because I want
80 much for her to benefit from
the goodness of a gmndpnrcnt re-
lationship. Thla will “give her
depth and continulty about the
imporumcu of family ties.

BARBARA
SCHIFF

Obviously, this isn't the whole
story ar I wouldn't need to write
this letter, The problem is that I
worry because my father is such a
phynical moen. He throws her in
the nir, tickles her, holds her until
ghe sereams and generally arouscs
her.

He was and is a wonderful fa-
ther to me but when I was little
my mother was around to keep
him more subdued. I remember
her saying to him, “Bill, stop get-
ting Mary excited,” .and some-
times she would take me away
from him, .

When I was little I never really
understoed why my mother did
this, and sometimes 1 was angry
with her for ruining my fun, but
now I worry about my dnunhtcr
getting over-cxcited when she is

with him like my mother worried
about me.

Also, my daughter slecps ot his
house and although I have asked
him not to, he will let her sleep in
his bed when she has a bad dream
or is upset in rome way, Again, 1
do not want you to think that I
think anything funny is going on
bceause 1 don't, But for a reason 1
don't understand — it is just a
gut renction — I am uneasy about
this. [ would appreciate any com-
ments you could make en this
subject.

A worrled Mom

Dear Mom,
Trust your gut reaction. This is
an |s!uo lhnl. ia generally not well
1, but very

.therapist,

ter to a psychoanalyst {a psychia-
trist with further specialized
training) who tald her that it is
essential to her daughter’s mental
health that she should never see
her parents naked, never be taken
into their bed and never be physi-
cally over-aroused by either of
them. This advice seemcd 50 ex-
treme to the friend that she did
not return for further appoint-
ments. It scemed to her that to
atop these netivities would be ar-
tificial and make it impossible for
the family ta relule sponwneouqu
to one another. St ly, she

do not follow such practice and
they don't all raise sick kida.”

She is right, but the psychoana.
lyst sces the anes that are affected
and wants to protect athers, if she
(the analyst is a waman) can.
Many adults have difficulty relat-
ing sexunlly because they are
physically over-stimulated in
childhood, This is true even when
the stimulation is sincerely affee-
tionate and laving.

between, Thus, the amount of
stimulation a child requires and
can successfully manage is indi-
viduol to each child.

Learning about our own chil-
dren, their individual traits and
idiusyncmséc.!; is lthc best way to

Tliat ah s 3ol

g

But, in general, childhood needs

to be a quiet time, in a “good

enough” environment that will al-

low for -the devvlopment of a
1 1

The person each of us t
in adulthood is a product of both
nature and nurture. The equation

is o licated one that no one

took her daughter to a different
one with fewer

stringent rules,
She asked me why the psy-
lyat had made those rec-

Some time ago, a frlnnd said to
me that she had taken her daugh-

ommendntmna “It 18 clear,” the
friend said, “that most familics

has ever defined. Some children’s
natures can withstand any cnvi-
ronmental atress, At the other end
of the gpectrum are the children
who will \haye probtems despito
thebast poqmblc conditions,
There ;e many vnrmllonn in

strong and i
Burburu
If you have a question or com-
ment for Barbara Schiff, a trained
therapist and experienced coun-

selor, send it to Street Sense, Ob- -

server & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150,
You can also leave o message by
calling 953-2047, mailbox 1877. on
a touch-tone phone,




