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No replacement
yet for Blumberg

By PAT MuRriy
STAFF WRITER

L. Brooks Patterson will likely
take his time in naming o replace-
ment for an embattled appointes,
Dr. Edwin Blumberg, who with-
drew his nome for iderati

Blumberg's withdrawal possi-
bly saved the Patterson adminis-
tration an embaorrassing setback,

fing to county i
Donald Jensen, R-Birmingham,
chairman of the General Govern-

as director of Oakland County In-
stitutional and Human Services.
Patterson will likely seek nomi-
nations from a number of differ-
ent sources before picking o re-
placement, said Carmen V. Tal-
bot, a slpokesmnn for the

ment On Jan. 7, that
committee was scheduled to begin
reviewing Patterson appointeea.
“Mr. Blumberg probably would
have been rejected,” Jensen said
Friday. A number of commis.
sioners were very concerned about

t's t ition team.

“There won't be a search com-
mittee as such,” Talbot said Fri-
day. “But Brooks will consult
with numerous people before
making his decision.”

Talbot made her comments
ahout 24 hours after Patterson is-
sued a one-page press release say-
ing Blumberg, a Farmington Hills
physician, had taken his name
out of consideration for appoint-
ment as director of Institutional
and Human Services,

Blumberg asked that his name
be withdrawn “In view of the con-
troversy surrounding my back-
ground,” according to the press
release. “1 wish Mr. Patterson
and his new administration well
as they prepare to tackle the chal-
lenges that face Qakland County
in the months and years ahead,”

Blumberg is one of 18 appoint-
ces naomed by Patterson to run
Qakland County government from
the executive's office. Within days
after the announcement, however,
stories surfaced about Blumberg's
twice filing for bunkruptey. Those
stories also outlined allegations
that he owed money to Internal
Revenue Service and the nursing
homes he once owned had been
cited for unsanitary conditions.

Patterson seemed undaunted
by the controversy and remained
fiem int his support for Blumberg.
He attributed Blumberg's diffi-
cultics with state health core re-
gularos to “ruthless" state inspec-
tors,

In the press relcase Patterson
said, “I understand the pesition
Dr. Blumberg has taken and I
support him in that decision. He
is a fine person who I do not wish
to see (him) embarrassed nor hurt
anymore in the political process.
He is a gentlemen and profession-
al, and I regret that he will not
have the opportunity to prove
himself,”
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his administrative ability as well
as all i that his nursing
homes were unsanitary.
“Institutionsal and human ser-
vices is an important department,
and commissioners were con-
cerned about having a director
with his reputation.” .
*Had he been approved, Blum.
berg would have had an annual
salary of $84,212, His responsibil-
itics would have included the
medical examiner's office, Chil-
dren’s Village, the county juvenile
liome, as well as the Cakland
County Medical Care Facility, a
120-bed care facility.

BY VALERIE OLANDER
BTary WIITER

Through 40 years of rain, slect
and snow, two dog bites and
many worn out shocs, Jim
McGraw hae hand delivered the
good news and the bud in Bir-
mingham,

As o mail carrier, he haos
brought residents their letters
from loved ones, holiday cards,
Social Security checks and, yes,
the dreaded bills.

“At somgo time or another 1've
delivered a piece of mail to every
house in the Birmingham area,”
said McGraw, who retired last
month.

Around town he's known as
Mailman Jim, especially emong
the busincsses in the downtown
district along Maple and Wood-
ward, where he was frequently
seen walking door to door with o
sack of mail hanging from his
shoulder.

“I remember him coming into
the grocery store when I was just
a small child,” said Naney Pea-
body, whose [uther owned the
former market on Hunter which
is now Peabody’s restaurant.

“He's the epitome of a post-
man with his friendly smile and
warm personality. He's a class
act,” sho added.

McGraw, a tall, lanky man
with o jovial demeanor who
tooks somewhat out of character
without his postal uniform, sald
his route was like having a fami-
ly. He befriended most, even the
dogs with the rare exception of
two — Whiskey and Honey,

McGraw may have wanted to
take a nip of whiskey himself af-
ter Whiskey, the pooch, lurched
out at him aRer the owner
opened the door and nlpped him
in a most delicate place.

*(The other carriers) thought
it was pretty funny. They made
a big joke out of it. Everyone
had alaugh,” he said.

Then there was Honey, a
small honey-colored cocker
spaniel. She nlso nipped
McGraw. That bite, luckily, was
in the leg. The bite was enough
to draw some blood, which the
pet owner apparently was horri-
fied to sce when McGraw lifted
his pant leg. The woman faint-
cd, McGraw said.

‘Mailman Jim’ hangs up satchel

“1I love dogs, end I think that
they semsed it. They didnt
bother me much,” he said.

Birmingham has changed
dromatically in 40 years.
MeGraw remembers when he
first began his route in 1952,

The city had a emall-town fla-
vor, he sald, Someone was usu-
ally home when he would come
by since women at the time
hardly ever worked. Now, it
seems everyone is working when
the mail carrier comes by, he
snid.

*People who I knew years ago
when they were first married
. . . now I deliver to their kida.
One little girl who was working
at o little children’s apparele
store said to me one day, ‘My
mother and dad said you
brought me my first baby
gift, " MecGraw said. “"Time
sure marches on,”

A lot can also be told about a
person by what's in their mall-
box, McGraw confided. Howev-
er, that's a privacy issue that
only the treasury department
cnlnl legally get out of him, he
said.

“You can't appreciate 40
years unleas you do it,” he add-
ed. “It's like a marrioge. You |-
have to work at it. You have to
be dedicated.”

‘Working 40 hours a week over
the 40 years, McGraw has caleu-
lated that he has punched in
81,000 hours on the clock, and
walked about 8 miles a day.

The Monday after he official
ly retired, McGraw walked his
route once again, this time tak-
ing pictures of the friends he
has made at Gwynn's, Machus

160, the Polo Shop, The Com-{™

munity House, Baldwin LI-
brary, the Birmingham Theatre,

Peabody's and of course police’|"”

horse Sgt. Spanky and Birming-
ham's mounted police officer’

John Heppner. There are 125"
pictures in all. "

“Birmingham Is very special
to me and always will be,”
McGraw said. “1 took these pic-
tures so [ can cherish the memo-
ries. I didn'’t do it for the hell of
it. I did it because these people
meant something to me.”
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WATERFORD
277 Summit Dr.
(in Summit Crossings)
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589-0133

MADISON HEIGHTS

LIVONIA
Plymouth Road
{west of Middlobelt)
§22-2750
CLINTON TOWNSHIP

Gratlot Aveaus and Quinn
4 172 Milo Road)
791-8400

e 4G

$ HW§

CERTIFICATE

i

IF YOU JUST CAN‘T DECIDE?




