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. POINTS OF VIEW

Buying power of moguls quashes small stores

gage, a briefcase, a zippered port-
folio and a datebook — all for hol-
iday gifts.

I'was about to pull out the ole credit
card, when I heard:

“You really should wait until tomor-
row to buy these. We're having a one-
day special — an additional 10-per-
cent-off sale. I'll put these away for you
— and have them ready when you come

E had picked out two pieces of lug-

k.

“I'd give it (the discount) to you to-
day, but I can't,”

1 was surprised.
. 1wasin a small, off-price luggage
and purse store called Baggit Inc,, in
Southfield's Applegate Square.

The saleswoman had been helpful as
1 sclected my purchases, and not

pushy.

I thanked her for informing me. “I
would definitely go back there,"” I said
to my daughter as we left the store,
“She didn't have to tell me about the

sale.”

The other side iz that I probably
would have been furious if Kd ever
found out. However, that'a doubtful,
Much to my husband’s chegrin, I'm
not an ad scanner or coupon cutter.

He always jokes that I feel better
when I'm paying more, That's only
partly true. For instance, I've been
going to Baggit for years, because they
have service, quality and value,

However, I must say I'm usually
much more gxcitcd about ﬁndéng the

lan 1taht e

ship at o small shop which carries what

1 l';ku, than I am about getting a bar-
gain.

That's why I was saddoned by the
pussing of two of thege small stores
which I have enjoyed over the years.

In West Bloomfield, it’s the Down-
ing Pharmacy on Walnut Lake Road
near Inkster.

In Birmingham, it's the Birmingh

They arc small, Mom and Pop
stores, which their owners say have
been forced out of business because
they can't compote with the big chain
stores,

“Peaple tend to go to big book-
stores,” says Bonnie Weinstein, owner
of the smal! bookstore which hos been
part of Birmingham for 17 years.

Her loyal clientele is upset. “I really

Bookstore, on Pierce,

feel bad,” said Susan Barnowski of

Troy. “It's a unique bookstore. I used
to bring my kids in here for books.
They're in college now.”

In West Bloomficld, whero the
Downing store has been an intrinsi

power that actually prescribed the end;

Wonder if the small bookstore con- ;-
sistently offcred the service that was »
necessary !‘.o lure people from Bordcrs -

part of the small Walnut Lake commu-
nity for 36 years, pharmacist Sheldon
Levin said the major chnins are chew-
ing up the independent stores and
spitting them out.

The independents can'’t compete be-
cause of insurance plans and because
they don’t have the snme buying power,
he said.

Levin end his wife, Judy, are the sec-
ond owners of the pharmacy. When Ed
Downing founded and ran it, he hosted
a daily round table of neighborhood
personalities who would gather around
for coffee and conversation.

But that table disappeared some
time ago.

Wonder if it was the atmosphere that
disappeared with that table, rather
than the insurance plans or the buying

or Wald Or perhaps it needed:
to specialize when the book business .
changed. .

Just as the November election clear-
ly taught us there is no more politics a3
usual, so the recession is teaching us
that about business. - ‘

In the face of the economies of size
and scale offered by the large chains, .
Mom and Pop must re-evaluate the |
role of their stores and make changes. |

Those who can’t or don’t close their *
doors. And we have lost a little bit
more of our small town post in which -
we did business with our neighbors.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant |
managing editor for the Oakland Coun-
ty editions of the Observer & Eccentric.
You can reach her at 644-1100, Ext.
242.

LETTERS

Legislature needs f\qform

ow that the issue of térm limitations
N seems to be behind us, our focus must

change to reducing the size of govern-
ment. Term limits will reduce the length of stay
of each legislator, but will do nothing to reduce
the number of legislators. The cost of Michi-
gan's legislative body is overwhclming. In fact,
the cost of the Legislature is only exceeded by
the cost of ineffective legislation and wasted
time spent accomplishing the business of the
state.

The fact is, the Legislature spends more time
worrying about taking care of themselves than
they do about the condition of the state. A case
in point is the recent attempt to give the outgo-
ing Speaker of the House a retirement bonus of
several thousand dollars per year. The arro-
gance of our elected officials must stop.

One way to stop the arrogance is to eliminate

gridlock between the House and Senate.
he adoption of a uni 1 Locial
merits discussion and public debate.
Ronald W. Chapman, Troy

Poverty due to fathers

To the editor:

In the above cited column, Mr. (Tim) Rich-
ard seems to feel he is doing a public service by
correctly, so he feels, pointing a finger at the
cause of the rising proverty rates — births to
never-married women. He does so by way of sev-
eral ignorant assumptions: 1. the belicf that
many people hold about women/children on
welfare — that they not only desire to be in that
position, but that they deliberately sct out to

number of children on welfare. I wonder if Mr.
Richards know how many childeen born out of
marital sex are products of the welfare syatem
because their fathers financiatly abandoned
their mothers after divorce by not paying their
child support payments, or just plain took off
without benefit of a formnl divorce?

Mr. Richard then gocs on to indict the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund because they do not dis-
criminate against or punish an innocent child
for their mother's lack of financial resources in
supporting them, and, like other welfare profes-
sionals, put the issue in terms of children in-
stead of “deadbeat” parents.

The issue IS children, Mr. Richard. And the '

issue is several other factors as well: o) fathers,
whether married or unmarried to their child's
mother, who neglect and ignore their financial

achieve that position by bringing children into
the world as a means of 1 inganal-

ibilities to their children. b) the socio-
ic system in America which dictates

ready impoverished income; 2. the idea that.
these children/welfare mothers somehow just

the two house system and adopta 1
Legisl This would eli one legisla-
tive body and begin returning the state to the
people. Michigan does not need more legisla-
tors, it necds better representation and less po-
litical rhetoric. A single legislative body would
reduce the cost of government and the political

Westaitle North

Laurel Park Place
37700 W. Six Mile Rd.
(Next to Winkelman's)
Livonia 953-2660

Rochester Hills
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Trees, Wreaths, Garlands,
Gifts, Omaments, Gift Wrap
and Much More.

\ Sale Begins
N 8:00 a.m. Dee. 26th

Hampton Village Center
2773 Rochester Rd.
{at Auburn, by Target)

sprang full-form from the dark depths of society
without benefit of a MALE who ia remiss in his
parental/financial responsibilities; 3, that “say-
ing no” to premarital sex is the answer to curb-
ing the rising poverty rates amongst women as
it will, 5o his logic seems to imply, remedy the

that a working woman still makes approximate-
ly 40-50 percent less than a working male, even
a woman who has more education and experi-
ence.

When an already impoverished mother's in-
come becomes more impoverished by *ing to
pay childcare, auto expenses to and {from work,
clothes, etc., a woman frequently (unless she

has very high income, which the majority of
women do not) is farther ahead financially to
stay home and at least be able to raise her chil-,
dren, At least one worry about whether their
child is going to be abused by child care center
workers or other strangers taking care of their
child is taken care of.

Yes, there is a rising poverty rate in this
country and women are at the helm of it, but |
the reason is not because they are never-mar- <
ricd, or single, or divorced, mothers whoare
trying to take care of their children the best, !
and usually only way, they con, which often
times includes making use of their state’s wel- *
fare system. The real reason, Mr, Richard,is &
the lack of male honor in this country which
allows o mon to abandon his children and their
mother, go off and live his life without the day-,
to-day ibility of raising/! inga -
child, and keeping a roof over their head, the
illnesses, the emotional problems, the home re-
pairs, etc., and keep all of his 50 percent higher
income all to himself while he drives a new car;
and lives in a new home. . .

M-Erminia Cassani, Livonia
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Make Education
Your Number One
Priority for the

New Year

. « sWe Dol

begin with
lasting beauty.

enter your home.

BALDWIN

Fine Architectural Hardware

First Impressions

Create a feeling of refined
elegance with the classic design
of Baldwin's solld-brass Spring-
ficld Trlm. The gracefu! curves
and exquisite beauty will make a
dlstinct impression on all who

Small Classes, personal instruction

- Faculty specializing in teaching

« Day, night, evening & weekend classes

« 3,000 courses to choose from this winter

- Transfer programs in Liberal Arts, Sciences & Business

+ 90+ Career programs

« Five convenient campus sites

. Professional counseling and financial aid services at
each campus

FINAL WALK-IN REGISTRATION

|

Monday, January 4 through Wednesday, January 6

9am - 8 pm

Registration Sites: Auburn Hills, Highland Lakes, ‘Orchard Ridge and Royal Oak Campuses

Classes begln"rh!lrsﬂday,t January 7 '

Note: Registration Is by last name,-alphabetical sequence.
There Is no late reglstration this Wintetl
* For further information, call OCC Admissions 540-1549

. 4 .

HERALD WHOLESALE

20830 Coolldge Hwy Qak Park, ML 48237
Hours: 9-5:30 Mon/r, 9-3 Sat {313) 398-4560
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