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Group enjoys
the Big Apple

Denise Lucas’ column Social Eyes alternates
with Gretchen Hitch’s column The Scene. To leave
a message for Lucas, on a touch-tone phone, call
953-2047, Ext. 1868. You can mail information to
« Lucas at The Eecentric, 805 E. Maple, Birming-
ham 48009, or call her at 4420-2339.

THE BIG APPLE BEFORE CHRISTMAS
*Twas two weeks before Christmas and all through
the plane
Not a traveler was quict, they all were insane,
‘Their conts were placed in the overhead with care,
In hopes thot the aircraft scon would be there,
‘The Wincmans were nestled all snug in their
scats,

While vibrations of Bloomingdale’s danced in
their feet. i .
Varsnie Walsh in her derby, Irene Davis in her hat
With Teri Tictmeyer and Dee Monolidis they ca-
gerly sat. .
O'er 200 were jetting to New York for the day,
Some to sightsce, some to power shop, some to see
* n great play.
" Gathering carly (not too bright-eyed) Metro Air-
port at seven,
Some with friends, othera family, returning to-
night after 11.
‘What o great fund-raiser for the Juvenile Diabetes
Foundation!
Murgo Salyer chartered a plane for the perfect ong-
day vacation.
The sun was shining, one day before the big storm,
Three buses headed for Maecy's, *Can you belicve
it's this warm?"

See SOCIAL EYES, 3C

Parties in their barn
celebrate Christmas

 Yule decor
Family brightens
the holiday scene

There’s no place like home for the holidays, and Su-

4 zanne and Teny Rea of Bloomfield Hills are among
those families who go all out in sprucing up the scene,
to make a merry Christmas.

BY ETIEL SIMMONS
STAFF WRITER

t helps that a family owns a flo-

rist business when it comes to

decorating for Christmas.

Suzanne Rea and her hus-

band, Tony, an architect-builder, of
Bloomfield Hills own Thrifty Flo-
wers, with 10 stores in the Detroit
area. With the heip of David Calea-
terra, who is their merchandising
manager, and Mike Koczwara, direc-
tor of operations, tho Rea residence
conveys the Yuletide spirit.
' Two Christmas trees and lots of
greenery, along with plants and other
special sensonal decorations, enhance
three big rooms — the Great Room,
the family dining room and the game
room. Each room has its own unique
fireplace, aderned with colorful
trimmings that add to the wintry,
holicday mood.

“David decorates a lot of homes in
this area, and he doea all the trees at
the stores,” Suzanne sald.

In the cathedral-ceiling Great
Room, a spectacular 15-foot Christ-
wmas tree stands in front of the win-
dows, Suzanne’s daughter-in-law,
Anna Ren of Birmingham, described
the tree as having *“kind of a della
Robbia look.” It is hung with gold
French silk ribbon, swags of tulle and
tapestry, and gold roping.

Underneath the big tree are de-
lightful children’s toys such as wood-
en Pinocchios and Steiff animals in-

cluding bears and giraffes, Threlsa

little train that runs on a track

around the tree, and a procession of
bright, waoden circus wagons.

Suzanne, who collects toys, used to
own The Toy Store in Dearborn. Now
she participates in the family floral
business, doing “the fun part — going
on buying trips."”

In the Great Room, the huge stone
firepluce from a French chateau is
dramatically decorated for the holi-
days. On the mantle is greenery called
salal, which Calcaterra spray-puinted
with gold. Two free-standing wrought
iron candelobra are adorned with bur-
gundy and gold bows. The fircplace is
hanked with white poinsettiag, A
creche of wooden figures hand-carved
in Italy has been placed in front of o
bookease next to the fireplace.

Suzanne said the house was built
in 1925, and she and her husband
hove been restoring it since moving
there five years ago, “It’s been a fun
house to redo,” 6he declared. The
Great Room fireplace and candelabra
(as well as the other fireplaces) are
part of the original house,

The second Christmas tree in the
Rea home is a charming, smaller one,
in the family dining room, “David did
the plaid ribbons, and the children
decorated the tree with ornaments.
they've collected,” Suzanne spid. “A Bl
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1ot of the dolls and toys around both
trees are theirs,” Winnie the Pooh,
Snoopy and Paddington Bear are just
some of the characters on the tree or-
naments,

‘The dining room fireplace has a
wootl-pancled wall decorated with

Rea (left) and daughter- .

in-law Anm_z Rea of Birmingham stand in front of elaborate
15-foot Christmas tree in the Great Room.

garlands and poinscttia, The chande-
iter above the dining room table wears
holiday trimmings, and the center-
picee on the table includes gold

cherubs and baskets, Alsoonthe
table is a real gingerbread house, sur.
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BY ETHEL SIMMONS ‘My husband The Berberians collect Ameri-
-Sravr Watene barns; We bul“l‘ohvles can primitive antiques and old

With four barns on their 23. . S farm tools. Throughout the barn,
acre property, Ginny and Ara Ber- barn for entertalnlng.' antiques combine with other ca-
berian of Southfield enjoy using . . sual furnishings. A stuffed rooster
one of the barns especially for Ginn Berberlan pulling o sleigh and china roo-
porties, Southfield resident  sters (Ginny coliects roosters) are

This holiday season, the Ber-

berians will host two parties in
the barn, One will be a family par-
ty for 35 people, centered in their
home but overflowing into the
barn, and the other will be a post-
Cheistmas open house for 70
guests, in the barn.
. Ara, who is an opera singer —
he’s a leading bass with the Met-
‘ropolitan Opera in New York —
designed the barn, which they had
built for them 10 years ago. Last
year, they added a kitchen.

“My husband loves barns,”
Ginny exclaimed, “We built this
barn for entertaining." Because
they arc so enthusiastic about the
Christmas season, they chose
green for the color of the barn's
kitchen counters, to go with a
Yuletide decor.

Inside the bamn, garlands of
greenery adorn the wind above

d on the kitchen counter

green plaid cloths. A Christmas
tree, with miniature nheet music
trim, stands on a table, making
the tree look cven taller. Qutside
the barn, cedar roping is looped
on a weathered old pine fence, 1
did the whole barn in the last
three doys by myseclf,” Ginny
said,

The exterior of the barn is
cedar, ond the interior of the barn,
as well as the family kitchen in
the house, is all 100.year-old
barnwood, “We refinished the
flaor oursclves. The kids helped.”
‘The couple has two sons, ages 18
and 26, and o daughter, 23.

“The barn has three lives,” she
explained, on a tour of its three
levels, The first floor is where par-
ties are held. The second floor is

the kitchen counter. Round tables
for guests, as well as the buffet
table, are topped with red and

1 with with' miacel]
neous old things, in an eclectic
style, and the top floor is a little
family room,

year-round, I just bought my lat-
est rooster two doys ago,” she
said, shawing a big cookie jar
shaped like a rooster, who erows
when the top is lifted from the jar,

‘The Berberian home and party
born overlook a natural outdoor
setting  where the Rouge and
Franklin rivers join. “It's our lit-
tle world here,” Ginny said, with
her ever-present broad smile.

After the family Christmas din-
ner ot the house, everyone will
gather in the barn for dessert and
to sing carols. The Berberians are
Armenien, and when she enter-
tains, Ginny often cooks Armeni-
an food. For the open house, Gin-
ny will make and serve an Ar-
menian braided Christmas bread
called “'choregg,” which has black
carroway seeds in it, Ench year,
she also makes rum cakes.

Sce BARN, 2C *

Party bam:
Ginny Ber-
berian of
Southfield
stands on
porch of the
barn, next to
her home,
where family
holds parties
and does hol-
iday enter-
taining.

:{ 1. Pomn! Buff Fomnalo 3/4 Coat
2299

) 2099

-| 3. Male Coat With Fox
2299

-1 4. Dem Butf Fomalo Coat
3699

2. Tyrlan Glo Female Coat

&. Black Giama Femalo Coat
$4095 $3699
6. MXK.R. Wiid 7/8
$9995 §64

| 1. Modium 3/4 Length Coat
41030 §487

* RACCOON

| 1. Full tength With Indligo Fox Tim
B 1699

“BEAVER' [

2. Ebony Coat

2. Full Length With Crystal Fox Yrim
$1599

1 3. Bomber With Mink Titm
$1995 §

A| 1. Black Giama Coat
$3995 $2799

2. Coyole Coat
. 42395 $1799

1. Canadlan Sable Coat

2, Russian Sablo Jacket
§25,800 $15,000

3. Russian tynx 7/8
$12,000 $9,000

'NOVELTY .

1. Designer Mosale Sheared Beaver
$8995 $61

2. Dasigner Green Chinchilks 7/8
$10,999
3. Onyx Sheared Muskrat With Hood

$§2799
4. Sunflowar Shoared Boaver 7/8
$559% $3699




