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Close to home Onc out of 10 is regularly attacked  Intervention

Locally, at Farmington High
School, Kenneth LaFlour, a 16-
year-old boy, suffored a concus-
sion (closed head Injury), broken
facial bones and a fractured juw
after being punched Dec. 8.

The boy who struck LnFlum;

by bullies, Bullies have a greater
chonce of continulng thelr behav.
for into adulthood, Arbelbide
sald.

*There are verbal and emotion-
al bullies,” she added, “Bullying
can be by hazing, being bcn’u;»d or

or 3

. will be cherged with agg

assnult and romains suspended,
soid Don Cowan, director of
building and student services,

Earlier this month, Oakland
County Probate Court’s juvenile
: . division fined a female Farming-
* ton high scheal student 350 for
punching another girl earller in
the achool year.

At Harrison High School, a
female student reported that a
bay fondled her and exposed him-
self to her in a school stalrwell.

‘To Arbelbide, the “boys will be
boys" reaponse is not an accept-
able reason to explain away be-
havior,

“Boundaries get crossed when
somebody takes out their hand
and touches another person,” Ar-
belbide said. A 1987 school safety
study indicated that 15 percent o,(

y latly get b

dored, th

Continual reasscssment of
available programs, a strong men-
toring program, role-playing ac-
tivities, parent patrols, student
response teams and peer support

Student assistance tcams,
made up of teachers and coun-
selors, are avatlable for crisis In-
lcx;:/!entinn and prevention, Cowan
sald,

“Thoy haven’t done a whole
thing up to this point,” Cowan
said, *We haven't scen n need,”

Public often misunderstands
effects of closed-head injuries

By Sue Buck
BTAFF WRITER

Closed head injuries and their -

effocts on the human brain are of-
ten misunderstood, experts say,

“Head injury is the No. 1 killer

for psople under 42, said Gaylord
Walker, ive dircctor of the

Al dary-levol F:
district schools hava such teams,
Cowan sald, Three of five elemen-
tary schools are piloting a similar

Froups are p. 1

deal  with violence, Arbelbide
said.

Joanne LoFleur, Kenneth's

mother and a Clarenceville schoot
consultant, is anxious to work
with Cowan and Farmington High
Principnl Jim Myers to explore
additional crisis intervention pro-
grams.

“I'm not one to hide things, but
there's no more of a problem than
what we've had,” Cowan sald.

Hilary Mahon, Farmington
High Boosters Club preaident,
called the LaFleur case “an unfor-
tunate incident.”

“He (LoFleur) is back in
school,” Mahon said. “There's no
major aftereffi It h d;

Kenneth LaFleur d to
school eight days after the inci-
dent.

“The dizziness can toke six
months to go away,” Joanne
LaFleur said.

it's ended. He wasn't beaten, he
was punched, There’s four fights
o week {(at the school). There's no
sense in blowing it out of propor-
tion. It's a tecnage thing. Some
kids are prone to fight.”

Michigan Head Alliance, based in
Brighton. “No two head Injurics
are alike. There's still a lot to
know about cognltive rehabilita-
tion,"

Short-term memory loss and an
innbility to concentrate often fol-
Tow head [njuries, he said,

“You den't have to hit your
head to have a head injury,”
Walker soid, “You don't have to
bn‘i‘n a coma to hove a head inju-

After an injury, the brain does
not start swelling immediately,
but can take threc to four hours to
swell, Walker said.

“Often a brain_injury will not
show up on a CAT scan,” he said.
“When people sce a broken arm,
they say, ‘Oh, he's hurt’ But

Evenings Call: 477-3621
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VALET PARKING

Forget the parking
hassle when you shop at
Jacobson's, We'll do it for you.

Just drive up to the Dates -
Street entrance, Our
wvalet will do the rest.

One doltar fee
refundable on your
Jacabson's account

with purchase,

Jacobson’s
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Dr. Mary Elizabeth Roth of
Providence Hospital, Southfield,
also commented on closed head
injurics. She's chairman of the
Department of Family Practice,

“You can pummel someone to
death,” Roth said.

People look for lacerations in
trying to assess the mognitude of
closed head injuries. One {closed
head injury)- is enough to kill
rome people, Roth said.

On the other hand, Mok d

People sometimes look at the
politics connected with an injury
when assessing severity, she sald,

With facial fractures and bro.
ken bones, there's no cast. The
doctor makes sure tho bones nre
lined up. Injuries take aix to elght
weeks to heal, Roth sald.

“Pictures should be taken at
the time of injury,” Roth said.

‘When someone gets Injured on
the football ficld or at a aportlng
event, LIL r‘ is cqnsidcred

Ali had a number of closed head
injurics, she said.

“Every onc is o unique injury,”
“A .

1y, Inju-
ry incutred on school property is
not considercd newsworthy by
some, Roth aaid. *

“A ion can be as simple

Rath said,
that there is loss of consciousness
and bruising of the brain.”

Even if symptoms do not show

as hitting yourself on a kitchen
cobinct, and you sce stors for
awhile,” Roth said.
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Be Prepared for Next
Christmas...€ARLY.

ALL CHAISTMAS ITEMS

30%-50% OFF
Saturday, December 26th
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MANRS DO-IT CENTER &
“CANTON”

41900 Ford Road, Canton, Ml
PHONE 981-5800
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