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Coco the monkey hums a song
into his kozoo, innocently glonc-
ing at his “partner” Maurcen
Schiffman who is humming
along with her own kazoo, He
looks at the children, sitting on
the flbor, watching him,

Then while Schiffman isn't
looking, Coco blows his kazoo
loudly in her car. Schiffman cov-
ers her ears and pulls away —
ond Coco grins.

The children scream  with
laughter, pointing and teasingly
scolding, 'Coce!”

Thu antics are part of 8 puppet
show ealled “The Traditions of
Chiristmes and  Hanukkah,”
written and perfermed — wil
the help of her puppet Coco
by Schiffman ot the Farmington/
Farmi Hills i

Entertalning: Maureen Schiffman entertains the lit-
tle ones with one of her many puppets.
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Puppet maglc:

Enjoylng the show:: Cydney Seigerman, 2, and
brother Evan, 4, enjoy “Caco’s” puppet antics.

about sharing and caring. And

Center on Tuesday night.

“It's about sharing the holi-
days and learning about each
other's festivat of lights,” Schiff-
man soid of the show,

The show is filled with pup-
pets, music and magic. Shiffman
tells the children about Hanuk-
kuh ond Christmas. She sings

she is the kind of sitly
performer that kids love — dis-
appearing into a snake puppet or
whirling the gangly felt legs of a
featliery yellow ostrich puppet
over the children sitting on the
floor.

From the laughter and the
squeals, the dancing and the
clapping, parents know that the

children are hoving fun.

“[ liked it when Coco did that
trick and played that in her car,”
said 4-year-old Jim Morris of
Farmington Hills,

Fun with a point

But for some, the show is a
learning experience that applies
to renl-life situntions.

Two-year-old Cydney Seciger-

man and her 4-year-old brother
Evan of West Bloomfield are
Jewish, and they have a Catholic
nonny, Jules Powers.

“We thought it would be a
good iden to go,” Powers seid.
“Their mom bought me a Christ-
mas tree to put in my room and
my mom is sending me Christ-
mas presents, They didn’t un-
derstand why they couldn’t have
a tree, 6o we thought, hey."

Mary Carol Hacring, a Farm-
ington resident, said, “We've
scen Ms. Mourcen & lot of times.
We also have a couple of friends
of Jewish heritoge, and we
thought this weuld be a good in-
troduction to that.”

Haering’s 2-year-old daughter
Kelsey rewarded Coco for the en-
tertainment. After the show, Kel-
sey gave Schiffman a candy cane
and said, “This one's for Coco.”

Christopher Bouth, 3%, was
visiting his grandparents who
live in Livonia. Christopher, who

Maurcen Schiffman and her puppet “Coco” tell children about two holidey traditions.

Puppeteer blends holiday traditions for kids

see the puppet show because she
wanted to expose him to differ-
ent holidays.

Puppeteer career

But Schiffman says she has
written more than 100 puppet
plays and songs nbout helidays
and themes. She began her pup-
petry career in the carly 19805 as
& volunteer at a nursery school,
making puppets and playing the
guitar for children. When a
friend asked Schiffman to enter-
tain children at her son’s birth-
day party, puppetry beeame a ca-
reer

Now Schiffman works out of
her home in Novi, performing at
birthday parties and schools.
She has also made a video.

“1 love to play with kids,” she
said. “This is just an extension
of that. It’s nice to have a job
that you enjoy. It's not work for
me. The work for me is typing
contracts, .sutﬁng up shows,

lives in Santa Ana, Calift

said he liked the Hanukkah can-

dles skit and the skit where “the

snake that got that girlfriend.”
Joyee Booth, Christopher's

wmom, said she brought him to

doing | and promo-
tions."

Schiffman says puppets and
puppet shows are a geod venue
for helping children build self-
esteem,
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“She's good, she's animated
and she has a good rapport with
the children,” Powers said of
Schiffman, less than halfway
through the show. “Usually by
now, the kids are nuts, they're all
over the place.”

Building self-estcem

Schiffman invites children to
participate in the skits — held-
ing marionettes or rod puppets,
ringing lells or singing. The
downside of the interactive pup-|
pet shows is that not all the chil-
dren can come on stage to help.

1 can feel their frustration,”
she said of the children. “They
always want to be up there with
me. But I've always felt that any
child that comes up on stage is
getting good self-esteem.”

She soys children relate best
to animal stories.

“Then they won't think it's
about them,” she said. “If you
use animals, they don't think
about something  subjectively.
They think about a story objec-
tively and they learn o lesson.
They're learning about life in a
fun way.”

Lesser charge pleaded

A woman charged with insur-
once freud pleaded to a reduced
charge of obtoining money under
false pretenses less than $100.

Dionne Leslie Weathers, 25, of

Detroit, had been charged with
1 fing an i

with o pheny claim of an injury
for $1,250. In an agreement with
proscutors, Weathers pleaded to

the lesser charge and will be sen-
tenced on Jan, 14,

The original charge is a felony;
the reducted charge is a mis-
demeanor.

Project benefits residents

Though o few months away
from completion, Farmington's
ongoing $13-million Sewer Im-
provement Project Is already in-
advertently puying dividends to
some residents.

According to o study by city en-
ginecrs, Orchard, Hiltz and
McCliment, the root of basement

© The separation at Mooney Street has provid-
ed more capacity to handle runoff, according
to Deadman. The Grand River outlet Is expect-
ed to he separated as soon as the rotention
basin portion of the project is completed early

next year.

flooding at the Bel Airc Subdivi
sion has been discovered and rec-
tified since the sewer separation
program began two years ago.

With this year's rainy summer,
that's saying samething.

“This been o side bencefit of the
project,” soid City Manager Rob-
ert Deadman. “We have been
looking for & selution for years to
the flooding problem at Bel Aire.”

By monitoring five flow meters

(! lﬂmu\’ld the hdivisi
including ones on the autlet pipes
on Grand River and Mooncy

Street, engincers found a marked
decrense in water depths after
gauging rainfolls from a trace to
more than an inch cojncided with
improvements made, to the city's
sewer system. '

In onc instance, engincers
found one inch of rain raised the
level in the metered manhole by
only two inches. A surcharge of 90
to 100 inches usually cause base-
ment flooding.

sewe rs from page 1A

The scparation at  Mooney
Street has provided more capacity
to handle runoff, according to
Deadman. The Grand River
outlet is expected to he separated
as soon as the retention basin
portion of the project is completed
varly next year.

Meters for the study were the
same ones used during the devel-
opment stage of the Sewer Im-
provement Praject.

rials involved. The additional
coat will be in the restoration
work for the removal of asphalt
and concrete, .

A similar problem of connected
Lasins has olso turncd up along
Mooncy Street where smoke test-
ing was hindered by undetected
sewer teaps, which were installed
to quell septic odora. The situn-
tion there is being evaluated,

Deadman said smoke testing is

the most practical methad of test-
ing and added oversighta like this

ing fund, which is still within the
loan amount budgeted for the

are nat on
wark such as the sewer improve-
ment project. More undiscovered
catch basins could turn up, he
sald,
“I'm just glad we discovered
this before we got into the certifi-
cation period,"" Deadman said.
The $75,000 for the correction
will come out of the state revoly.

project, Dead! added.

The project was initiolly sup-
posed to be completed this
month, but has been delayed an-
other two montha. The delay was
caused by the removal of contami-
nated materinl at an old landRill
wite where a wastewnter pumping
station was being built along
Nine Mile Rond.

EASY-TO-INSTALL JUNO
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HOLIDAY SELECTION OF
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JUNO TRACK LIGHTING
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AT WORKI
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AND CONNECTORS, IDEAL
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