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Self-taught artist creates tiny village

By S8ue BUCK classes taken, Leonard's craft hos
8ravy WriTen been self-taught.
‘The littlo town of L dsk Glass polishing and cut fingers

pita within the city limits of
Formington, underneath a nine-
foot tree owned by Kelth and
Vicky Leonard.

Keith Leonard, a pharmacist at
Bi-County Community Haspital
in Warren, has been designing his
miniature ceramic village for al-
most 20 years now, serving os its
planning and site committee.

Leonard began making the lit-
tle houses as a pasttime. His hob-
by grew to perfection,

Leonard’s fictional little village
also draws from a real life village
ncar Delaware, Ohio, which bears
the same name.

“1 started building villages
when I was seven or ecight years
old,” Leonard said.

Leonard began building paper
houses es a youth, Paper turned
to ceramic and his current stained
glass endeavor.

“This particulor village is ce-

ramiec.”
* Some 42 houses, trees and fig-
ures grace the bottom of the tree,
There's Scrooge and Marley's off-
ice, o barber shap complete with
red, white and blue stripes, a vil-
loge gozebo and a miniature
Christmas tree lot.

“The one I did this year was a
flower shop and greenhouse,”
Leonard said. “Last year, I built
the barber shop and the post off-
{ce. I usunlly do one or two (mini-
atures) a year, This yenr, T only
did onc because it got quite in-
volved.”

It's in the details

With painstaking care, Leonard
cut the glass for the greenhouse
window. The poinsettias Inside
the greenhouse are red-dyed
boby's breath set in mininture
pots. Icicles hang from the build-
Ing's eaves.

Leonard is quick to admit thot
the greenhouse is his faverite in
spite of, or because of, ita difficul-
ty and intricacy. Except for a few

have not deterred Leonard's artis-
tic quest. Recently, he added
stained glass to his ceramic hob-

The couple have two grown
children, Marnic and Keith. Both
are Harrison High graduates.

Part of the family

“They have kind of grown up
with the tree,” said nurse Vicky
Leonard, Keith's wife.

‘When the children were young,
the figures beneath the tree would
movo around mysteriously, Vicky
said with a laugh.

“But nothing was ever broken,”
she said, “Even tho dog was good.'

One house depicting a phorma-
cy ond offico includes a sign
called Dr. Corsl, named after
young intern who Leonard be-
friended and encouraged to go on
and study to become a doctor,

A Victorian-style house Ia
called “Aunt Lea’s House,”

In total, there are 42 aquare feet
of village.

What's next?

“My daughter has requested an
artist’s studio,” Leonord said.
“She does a lot of painting.”

Leonard is already pondering
how he will make the miniature
casels.,

Pride and fjoy: Keith Leon-
ard shows of his latest cre-
ation, a miniature green-
house, The small building
was no small undertaking.
It includes intricate de-
tails, right down to the
miniature poinsettias.

Window contest
winners listed

By SUE BUCK
Brary WiiTen

The winners of the Down-
town Farmington holidoy win-
dow decorating contest prove
there can be panes of happi-
ness in the city.

‘The winners are: *

B Hollywood Grille — overall
design.

8 Donovan's Country Store —
creative design.

M Lace Curtain Shop — origi-
nal design.

The prize was 3500 cach to
the winners in free advertising
space with the Farmington Ob-
server to be used within the
next year.

Judy Dawney, executive di-
rector of the Downtown Devel-
opment Authority, and Rhon-
da Sharpe, of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers adverts-
ing staff, judged the contest.

“I was shocked when Judy
came in (informing of the
win),” said Sandra Cloutier, o
co-owner of the Hollywood
Grille with Damon Ajlouny.
“I've alwoys worked on the
windows."

Hollywood  Grille's holiday
decorations feature a stand-up
figure of Marilyn Monroe ond
James Dean in one window
and stocking stuffers in the
other.

“We brought the theme from
the inside to the outside,”
Cloutier said.

At Donovan's Country Store,
Ann Donavan and her partner-
sister, Peggy, entered the con-
test bucmlme they liked the old-

STAFY PaloTOS BY Bitt, HRESLES

Small seale: Keith Leonard towers above his small village. The artist is largely self-
taught. Each item shows painstaking attention to detail.

Colleagues mourn former C’ville trustee

Members of the Clarenceville
Schoal District family attended
funeral services Tuesday for a
man who had served the district
ag trustee for more than 10 years.

Michae! Manore, 60, of Livonia
died of leukemia Saturday at
Botsford General Hospital, Farm-
ington Hills. Manore was first
¢lected to the Clarenceville Board
of Education in 1980. He served
two terms and had been elected to
d third term when he resigned in
February 1991 after being diag-
nosed with leukemia.

- Funeral services were Tuesday
{n the Church of St. Alexander in
Farmington Hills. Burial was at
Hul{ Scpulchre Cemetery, South-
field.

Grant will
-aid teen
. mothers

+ The St. Vincent and Sar-
- ah Fisher Center of Farm-
ington Hills has received a
$250,000 grant from the

Skillman Foundation.

The foundation, founded
in 1960 by Rose Skillman, is

a private grant-making

foundation with assets of

$330 million. The founda-
tion maokes grants in the
arcas of children, youth, bu-
sic human needs, communi-
tywide colloborative efforts,
culture and arts, and educa-
tion,
The grant will fund the
center’s “Transitions” pro-
gram for teen mothers and
their babies for 1993, The
program, initiated in Janu-
ary of 1992, will provide res-
jdentinl and support ser-
vices to pregnant teens in
need of a stable living situe-
tion to prevent homeless-
ness. The program will also
provide a temporary home,
parenting instruction, coun-
seling, medical care oand
nursing supcrvision for
young mothers with babics
who are born with medical
problems,

Operated by the Daugh-
ters of Charity, the centers
gerves more than 200 chil-
dren and their familics on o

Manore, o community planner
who worked for several communi-
ties, including Canton Township
and Taylor, is survived by: wifc,
Diane; daughter, Heather Hilton;
son, Jason; and 6-month-old
grandson, Joshua,

“He lived long cnough to sce
his grandson; he was happy about
that,” said Linda Ahnert,
Clarenceville trustee who served
five years on the bonrd with
Manore.

Ahnert called Manore a mentor
to new trustees clected to the
board.

“That was his biggest thing —
he was n mentor to new members.

He was there for me when I come
on. His first thoughts always were
for the kids, how something would
affect the students. He put kids
first, rather than administrative
politica.”

Since 1987, Manore served as
executive director of community
deveclopment for the city of Tay-
lor. He previously had worked as
a community planning consultant
at Parking, Rogers & Associntes
and as director of planning ot
Wade Trim & Associatea,

He carned e bachelor's degree
from Eastern Michigan Universi-
ty and a master’s from Woyne
State University.

City of Farminglon Hills

NAME THE PARK

Conlest

Al residents and their famiiies avo invited to help the Department of Special
Senvices namo the newost addition to the city's park system. The recently
purchased 85 acras {formerly known as the Sod Farm), lecated on Elght Mile
Road betwean Halsted and Gl roads, will be developed into a sports and family

Overthe

explanction supporting your idea.
Nama of park:

P plo of years, baseball, softball, soccor fields
and court sports will bo devaloped on 1his property. Hawover, at this polntthis o
pask needs a namo and wa want your ldeas,

1n 35 words or fess, give us your suggested park nama and a brief

0\ 4

g

Name of entrant;

Address:

Phone number:

theme.

“We worked on the windows
for 21 days,” Donovan said.

Creative window: Do-
novan’s Country Store
took the category.

Their decorations featured
an Old World Irish theme.

“We dressed the Santa o8 he
would be in Irclend,” she said.

The omaments on the 7%-
foot tree have a similar theme,
The Donovans also placed a
harp, a traditional Irish sym-
bol, on the tree, which is de-
coraterd with 800 lighta, i

“But, it docen't scream
‘Neon Shamrocks' or any-
thing,” Donavan quipped. “Wo
were really thrilled.

Betty Jarvis, owner of the
Lace Curtain Shop, is a sec.
ond-time winner in the window
decorating contest.

“I enjoy deing my windows
very much,” Jarvis said,

Her entry features a Granny
in an old-fashioned dress that
Jarvis made, The ligure is seen
wrapping Christmos presents.
‘The Christmas trec is decorat-
ed with old style candlelights,

Server..........
Side chalr.

FINE FURNITURE

CLEARANCE

Upholstered Chairs
Sofas........ e
Efan dining room table.

French Collection Dinlng table
Buffet ............ .

Side chair........
James River Occasional Pleces...........

Henry Ford Collection Dr.up leaf dining table. ...
New England sideboard.

Take advantage of this outstanding opportunity to find those living room, dining room,
bedroom: or occasional picces you've been looking for...now greatly reduced
in price. Names such as Henredon, Century, Hickory Chair, Lee Industries, Hickorycraft
and others you respect for craftsmanship and design. Come in and look over oiir
selection in our Store for the Home.

HENREDON

HICKORY CHAIR

CENTURY

Selected occasional chairs. .. ..o ciiennt e
CASA BIQUE
Occasional accent pleces........ ... e .
LEE INDUSTRIES

While Quantities Last.

.i.... 8676 to $986
.$1224 to $2447

......$553 to $718
..... $971 to $1420

daily baste,

ENTRY FREGTS:

« Entrant must be a resident of Farmington Hlls

+ Entor &s many times os you wish, but only ono Send eaties ke
ontry por form (copies of this form wil bo accoptod} <

+Tha winner will bo announced March 8, 1933

« Incass of duphicatn winning entries, tho fiest entry Name the Park Confest
recoived by the Department of Special Servicos wil NN
bo selocted a3 the viner Dl o Spec Gies

» All entdos must ba recelved by 4:30 p.m. January 4, 93

« Tho winner wil foceive & $30 Gif certificats to ono of %Mw'“meﬁm
Famington Hills renown restaurents and a $50 corti- mem&m BG4165
ficate for any Farmington Hils mereation program o

-

Selections may vary by location.

ALL SALES FINAL. SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE.

Jacobsons




