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Group pushes des1gn for Mlchlgan economy

BY RALPH R. EcCHTINAW

If nlmnat everybody changes
the way they H‘ﬂnk nbout almost

ything U
will bo able to do almost any-
thing,

So says Doug Ross, the director
of Michigan Futures, n South-
field-based think tank that has
striven for the lagt 18 months to
sco how the state might reconfig-
ure its cconomy to perform admi-
rably In a now economic order
that's already taking root around
the country.

Ross, 50, of Farmington Hills,
- ‘Is a former state commerce

o-
" partment director in the Blone-

hard Adminlstration and a poten-
tial appointeo of Preaident-elect
Bill Clinton.

In fact, the ideas eapouscd by
Michigan Future were sufficiently
popular that Ross was invited to
Clinton's _cconomle conference
last week. Ross mude a presenta-
tion to Clinton similar to one he
gives throughout Michigan about
how the mass production method *
on which American industry has
been based for decades nhnu!d be
scrapped.

“Unless we chnngc dramatical- i
iy there's no hope,” he said. “We
wil eimply get poorcr. We will
loso jobs. Paychecks wil kee
shrinking.”

More skill, more money

Tho giat of it is that mass pro-
duction of identical products by
rolatively unskilled workers muat
glva way to automation and flexi-
ble manufacturing of producta
customized to the demands of in-
dividunl customers, That way,
Ross said, the workers have to be
moro skilled and can thereforo
earn more money.

“(Nowadays) anything that's
done routlnely can either be auto-
mated, or there are peoplo all over
the Third World willing to do
those samo thinga for a buck an
hour,” Ross sald. “That way of
making things is bccomlng obuo-
leto in all the ad

question becomes . . . How do
you got manufacturers and politi-
cions to make the neccasary
changes?

Wcll. it's kind of a grase-roots
thing, Ross snid, and Michigan
Future s wnding lawns all over
Michigan with a slide-show pres-
entation and lecture designed to
sproad tho word about how overy-
thing has to change.

The main goa! 18 to modify the .

way peoplo think about manufac-
turing, achoollng and almost ov-
erything else, It's a vision thing.

“Once wo can imagine what wo
want to be it gets much easier to
figure out how to got there,” Ross
said,

If wo stay in the mass production
business, we're finlehed,”

As an example, Ross said cloth-
ing could be tallored to individu-

ols by electronically measuring

~ them, sending the specs to the
. factory, then using

tida-sh are

The
to almoat any group of any aize
that shows any interest, However,
Ross said you should have at
least 30 peoplo togother before
he'll come out and make his
pitch. T)m group can be nnythlng

trolled lnsers to cut the fabric and
‘produce customized garments.
< “In the old system you ahowcd
up and the machines ran you,”
Ross said. “Suddenly (with the
new system) skilled people are at
; the heart of overy business.”

Slide show /%
If you nccopt thnb

from a

to a chamber of commerce be-
cause Michigan Future believes
that every aspect of life in Michi-
gan has to bo In on this change for
it to work right. (Call 646-0860).

Politicians love parades
Although government people

“have been cautious so far about
N whnt Mich(gnn Future proposes,

Recycle trees at a county park

Don't put your Christmas tree

curbside after the holidays, recy-
cle it at tho Oakland County
Parks.
Yule trees will be accepted Jan.
2-3 and Jan. 9-10 at nino Oakland
County Parks, Drop-off hours are
9a.m.-4 p.m.

New this year, roping and
wreaths will be accepted. All met-
al materials must be removed,
Plastic used to transport trecs
must also be removed at

Onks near Holly; Indcpendencu,
Oaks near Clarkston; Orion Onks
in Orion Township; Springficld
Ouke Activities Center in Davis-
burg; Waterford Oaks in Water-
ford; and White Lake Oaks Golf
Coureo near Pontiac.

No park entry fee will be
charged to drop-off Christmas
trees.

“People are aware of the dra-
matic impact rccycllng hes nnd
are acting ibl

. free pine seedling, complimenta of

the Hoo Hoo Club of Detroit. The
club {8 a lumber industry organi.
zation,

The recycled trees are chipped
and used on naturo trails and for
mulch and compost.

The recycling Christmas tree
program is also sponsorcd by Bor-
dine’s Better Blooms of Clarkston
and Rochiester,

Meantime, start saving used

bile oil, oil filters and lead

sites, No commerciol trees will bo
accepted.

Recyeling sites include Red
Ooks Golf Course in Madison
Helghts; Addison Oaks near Ox-
ford; Glen Oaks Golf Course in
Farmington Hills; Groveland

of their plonct. Dnn Stencll,
chief of park operations, said,

For their cfforts, recyclers will
carn a coupon for free vehicle en-
try to the April 24 Earth Fair at
the Indcpendence Oaks Nature
Center, There, they can obtain a

acid batterics, Those recyclable
items will bo collected during the
Earth Fair. The Nature Center
Joes not nccept recyclable items
at any other time,

For more details and exact park
locations, call 858-0906.

Volunteers sought to help kids

1.The Oakland County Youth Aa.
sistance Volunteer Program is
luadking for adult mentms to help
8,
Two training scssions have

been scheduled to teach volun-
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y.
The sesaions will occur 7-8 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan, 6 and 13, and
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
To register, call 858-0041.

Ross figures that once you con-

vince enough regular people of T

your plan, then the politicians
have no chofce but to get on
board. “You can alwaya count on
politiclans to jump in front of the
parade,” ho said.

At least ono politician hes al-
ready joined the parade. Bryan
Amann, & Democrat Wayne
County commiasioner represent-
ing Canton, sald, “The stull
(Roas) talks about ought to give
hope to the people of Wayne
County. Michigan Future is inéx-
plicably linked with Wayne
County’s future, That group s
showing that you can do certain
things through' progreasive poli-
cles that aren’t punitive.”

Michigan Future 1a a non.prof-
it, non-partisan group born in the
summer of 1991, Its 1992 budget,
funded by foundations and corpo-
rations, is $220,000.

Included on the board of direc-
tors are: Dwight Carlson, presi-
dent of Farmington Hﬂls-hnscd

p Ine, James B
ntutu supreme court judge, Rick
Inatome, president of Troy-based
InaCom Computers, and Beverly
Waolkow, ciccullvo director of the
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The vision thing: If Michigan is going to prosper in the -
new technalagy-based economy, inhabitants must have'a.
“vision” of where they're going, said Doug Ross, the dl .
rector of Michigan Future, Inc.

Information on

Small-Business Start—uP

Want to own a smail business and don't know w/

Kits

ara to begin?

Kessler Exc

geuin|

and mn)\mggour business happen is now available as part of a
ange membership, Leam about the top ten small-busi-
ness opportunities for 1993 from a company that has been recog-
nized on NBC News, in The Wall Street Journal, and in Money
magazine for its small-business expertise.
Exchange at 1-800-648-7888 for more information.

The Kessler Exchange
Small-Business Pooplo Holplng Each Other.

Call The Kessler

OE.BS-1228
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\___;—;_‘_—/) -+ - 528 North Woadward « Birmingham, M1 ¢ 48009 ¢ 313-842-2650

“Outstanding Job'l”

Those are the words Neil Johnson, of Livania, used to describe the-
. response to his racent Observer & Eccentric Classified ad. Hé was

very pleased with the results.

Do you have a something you want to sell?

You do?

Then call us and let us do an outstanding job for you. “

Mbserver

Aﬂ Precious Gemr Jewelry. . ..o ooevvvt .NOW45% OFF
All Men's 14K Gold Link & Stud Sets. . . NOW 50% OFF

1 All Movado, Concord & Rado Watches. . .NOW 50% OFF

t All Diamond Tennis Bracelets . . .
All Cultured Pearl Stud Earrings. . . .
All Spode China.............

. NOW 50% OFF
. NOW 60% OFF
«....NOW 60% OFF

All Godinger Crystal Mastérpieces. . .. ... .NOW 50% OFF

Entire Balance of Inventory. .. ...

« v+ .40% - 60% OFF

&5 Eccentric

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
36251 SCHOOLCRAFT ROAD LIVONIA M!I 48150
WAYNE COUNTY (313) 691-0900  OAXLAND COUNTY (313) 644:1070

ROCHESTER-ROCHESTER HILLS (313) 852-3222
FAX {313) 953-2232
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