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Firrv Cents.

New attitude: Local barkeeps are
saying that customers are more
cautious about driving after
drinking. With New Year’s Eve al-
most at hand, MADD plans to
help revelers get home safely./4A

Holiday trim: A local beauty salon
sent people to provide “dos” for
residents of the Sarah Fisher
Center./3A

Political iImpasse: The state di-
rector of mental health contends
the Lafayette Clinic hasn't pro-
duced any significant research in
years. The clinic’s last executive
director says, “Haveman doesn’t
know what research is.”/5A

First Night/Birmingham: New at-
tractions this year include an em-
phasis on food and refreshments
and the addition of a skating show
at the Birmingham Ice Arena./TA

top 10 sports stories in Observer-
land, the triumphs and tragedies,
top performances and
turnarounds./1B

Customer focus: When a compa-
ny designs a 22,000-square-foot
display set for the auto show, it
has to walk a fine line between
highlighting the set and highlight-
ing the cars./TB

& SCREATIVERLIVING!

Room with viewpolnt: An instal-
lation at the Cranbrook Academy
of Art Museum represents an ar-
rangement of large objects sur-
rounding a small room. The work,
by the head of Cranbrook’s sculp-
ture department, comments on
exploitation./1D
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& Robert Deadman, Farming-
ton's respected city manager,
retircs Monday after 20 years
at that job and 35 with the city.
Deadman draws rave revicws
from those who've known him
over his long carecer.

Deadman wraps up

By LARry O'CONNOR
StAry WRITER

Leas than perfect
eyosight brought
Robert Deadman to
Farmington, but he
leaves a cryatal-clear
vigion of how a city
muoneger does hig job.

On Jan. 4, the longtime city mann-
gor retires from public service in a
communlty that accepted him in 1957
o8 o public safety officer — a job
Deadmen couldn’t get with the De-
troit Police Department at the time
because he didn't have the required
20720 vision.

Deadman exits as city manager
with 20 years worth of accomplish-
ments, Working harmeniously with
elected offictals, roads paved and wid-
cned, sewer system improvements
and a cooperative relationship forged
with Farmington Hilla are the most
notable,

“l always felt very comfortable
here,” said Deadman, 57. “1 wanted
to live in Farmington, 1 didn't feel the
neceasity to move on.”

Sco RETIRING, 2A

By BiuL COUTANT
ATAFF WRITER

Farmington and Farmington Hilla
will ghare the fate of other area com-
munities when cable TV subscribers
see their monthly rates increase.

MetroVision, which serves Farm-
ington, Farmingten Hills, Livonio,
Redford and Novi, announced that it
will increase its basic cable rate by
$1.60 Feb, 1. The company is sending
out lettera to subscribers explaining
the increase,

Tom Bjorklund, MetroVision's vice

ident and regional said
the rate hike is duc to increascd costs
from the company's program sup-
pliera.

“They are raising their rates,” he
soid, "Just like most businesscs, we
have to operate within a budget.”

Bjorklund defended the increase as

city

1932 Suburban Communicalons Corporaton

service,

Robert Deadman: “I always felt very comfortable here. I wanted to live in Farmington. I didn't
feel the necessity to move on.”

MetroVision to bump cable rates

one that leaves MetroVision custom-
ers paying lower rutes than most in
the Detroit area. William Costick,
Farmington Hills city manager and a
member of the city's. cable commis.
sion, agreed that the rate incrense was
probably reasonable. But Costick
sald the company’s announcement to
the cable commisaion came as an em-
barrassing surprise.

“As n member of the cable commis-
sion, I was upset obout the timing of
their announcement,” Costick sald.
“We sat through a two-hour meeting
with them on the 15th (of December)
and nothing was said sbout an in-
crease. They never mentioned an ine
crense so I thought there wouldn't be
one. Then I receive a letter dated Dec.
22 about it."

Bjorklund said the increase from

the rate of $18.45 for basic cable ser-
vice to $19.95 was not a sure thing at
the time MctroVision met with Farm-
ington Hills' cable commission on
Dec. 15.

“If we'd have known what the in.
crease was, we'd have told them,”
Bjorkluna said.

MetroVision has increased its rates
annuelly since 1986 when the indus-
try was deregulated. But the increas-
es have drawn criticism rccently,
With federal regulations looming,
critics have charged cable companies
with trying to jack up rates before
those regulations can be enacted.

“This increase is a responsc to in-
creaged costs, not to the proposed
1ow,” Bjorklund said. “We've had this
type of increase for the past several
years.”

Most arca cable companies will in-
crease their rates cffective Jan. 1,
1993, At $19.95 for basic service,
MetroVision remains on the low side
of rates in the area.

Costick said MetroVision's increas-
es have been reasonnble in the past
and the company has usually worked
well with the commission.

While MetroVision's incrense is
not an attempt to beat rate regula-
tions, the law, which is scheduled to
go into effect April 1, would charge
cable companiés for network pro-

gr while
would not pay tunt cost, Bjorklund
said.

“We don’t know how all this is
going to play out,” he said. “It's being
challenged in court. It's clearly anti-
consumer.”

School tax vote registration ends Monday

By Lanry 0'CoNnOR
STAFF WRITER

Monday is the last doy to register
to vote in the Feb, 2 Farmingten
Schools election, a three-for-ane tax
renewal,

The one-shot ballot proposal asks
voters to renew: 4,155 mills that ex-
pired in 1992; 4.3155 mills that expire
in 1993 and 3.4524 miils that cxpire
1994, The rates reflect the redue-
tion incurred through the Headlee
Amendment in past years.

If passed, school officials say the
combined proposal will quell some
uncertainty emid rumblings out of
Lansing sbout school funding cut-
backs.

“What we're really nsking the vot-
ers for is stability,” said Assistant
Superintendent  for finance Bruce
Barrett,

“They say'it's a rencwal, but it's a
tax increase,” said Richard DeVries,
who is treasurer of Citizens for Quali-
ty Schools, “by allowing the schools

to supersede the effects of the
Heuglw Amendment three years in a
oW,

The debate over that will ensue in
the coming weeks.

One clection to cover three succes-
sive renewals also saves the district
money. An election costs the schools
an estimated $10,000, according to
Barrett. Workers hlred to operate pre-
cincts constitutes a majority of the

cost.
At least $20,000 will be saved by

the consolidation, not to mention the
time and effort involved in such an
election,

The cities of Farmington and
Farmington Hills also save through
the combining the tax renewal clec-
tions.

Hills deputy city clerk Sue Rose
said the only added cost to the city for
a school election is labor to set up
voting machines and tabulate results

See VOTE, 4A

Judge candidates spent their own money

By Sye Buck
BTArF WhtTeR

In the finel round of the 47th Dia-
trict Court battle, both candidates
wagered high personal financial
atakes, .

Marla Parker, the victar,' refi-
nanced her home and borrowed

$85,666 in lonns and from savings ac-
counts.

Defeated attorney John R. (Jack)
McDonold spent $60,000 of hls own
money as the race becoma hatly con-
tested following the primory.

Finol elcction totals rcveal that
Parker spent $134,880 and McDonald
spent $111,595.

“It’s hard on the ego and financial-
1y,” McDonald said. *1 wish 1 would
have won,”

Orlginally, McDonald enid he
thought a judicial race was based
largely on presenting qualifications to
the voters, But by mid-campaign,
McDonald “realized that this is get-
ting to be big time.”

“f had some money, so I said,
‘What the heek,’” McDonrld said.
“Thank God I had it to spend.” Tra-
ditionally, judicial races didn't re-
qu_i;c spending a lot of money, he
soid.

Scc CANDIDATES, 2A

A ‘Hoffa’ extra

1f you look closely, you can see Farmington
Hilla actor Louls Nolan in tho movie “Hoffa,”

FARMINGTON FOCUS

joyed Christmas a little more this yeor thanks to
the Farmington Aren Community Women.

*'We raise money and give it back to the commu-
nity,” said Michele Paul, who chaired the club's

which opencd at area theaters recently.
You'll have to look very closely, because Nolan
has o non-speaking part as a member of the senate
i that Investigated the late labor leader.
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But Nolan, a 57-year-old busincss forms salesman
in his “day job,” enjoyed his bit part under the
dircction of Danny DeVito, He also had a chance
to chat with the film’s star, Jack Nicholson.

“He (DeVito) came up to us in a group and told
us how to renct, that sort of thing,"” he said. "It
was a good experience to see how these major ac-
tors approach their craft.”

About 20 friends joined Nolan and his wile fora
“premier party” at the United Artist Theatre West

River on Grand River in Farmington Hills Mon-
day.

Nolan, who has also appeared as o judgo on an
episode of the TV serics “Unsolved Mysteries,”
does work on industrial films, some volce-overs
and in the print media. Many extras who work
with various agencics in the Detroit area appeared
in the film, he said.

“I think that when they sell the video, sales in
this aren will be pretty good,” he quipped.

Helping hands
‘About 200 needy Farmington-arca chlldren en.

Christmas Exchange Program.

Tags bearing nomes of needy children were
placed on six Christmas trees in the community
— Metro Bank branches, First Federal of Michi-
gan and the Farmingten and Formington Hilla
city holls — and interested residents picked a
name. Gifts were bought and wrapped and placed
under the trees,

Club membera then collected the gifts and dis-
tributed them to Hend Start or Social Servicea.

Anyone needing more information on Farming-
ton-Arca Community Women and its activities
should call 661-4765.




