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Fastest Spartan

Ron Orrls, a junior co-captain on Michigan
State's swim team from Canton (Salem HS), has
been leading the Spartans in several events thus
far this season. At the Purdue Invitational Dec. 4-
6, Orris won both the 100-yard butterfly (50,02)
and the 200 individual medley (1:52.08) in scason-
Lost timea,

Orris also hos MSU'’s best times in the 200 free-
style (1:40.12) and the 400 IM (4:06.07). However,
he has yet to reach NCAA quallfying times in any
of his cvents, The Spartans are involved in their
swinter training and do not return to action until
Jan. 16, when they host Big Ten opponent Iilinois.

College standouts

Freahman Mike Brooks of Livonia (Churchill)
—earned the autatanding defensive rookie award at
the Ferris State football bonquat. A redshirt out-
side linebacker, Brooks made 76 teckles last sen-
son, including 2% sacks and six for loases, with
one fumble recovery. The Bulldogs finiahed 103,
tosing in the second round of the NCAA 11
playoffs. . .
Wayne State’s men's bnskctbull tenmisofftoa
5-3 start and has been picked to win the Great
Lakes Iteginte Athletic C title, A
big contributer: Randy Caleaterra, a 6-foot-8
. sophomore from Livonia (Chutchill). Caleaterra is
third on the team in scoring, uvcmmng 11 4 pmnls

M The domination of Catholic
Central, the retirement of two
of the area's most successful
coaches, the death of Aaron
Bailey and a ton of turnarounds
highlight the year in sports:
1992,

By C.J. Risak
and Cums McCoslw
STAVF WAY

There were tnumphs and tragedies,
state champlons and on Olympian,
several stirring state title runs but
only one championship team. Eras
ended and new cras (and a new
league) begun,

As 1982 bows out, wa take a look at
its legncy — the year's top 10 local
sports stories: .

1. The Catholle Central Jugger-
naut: Faith ean go a long way in high
school sports, Redford Catholic Cen-
tral is proof of it.

The small school on Breakfast
Drive, a former junfor high school,
hos Leen an incredible athletic ma-
chine. CC's third state championship
in football, collected Nov, 28 when
the Shamrocks’ Freddie Taylor com-
pleted a 37-yard halfback option pass
to Bmdy Pankow for the go-ahead

1

(62 percent field goal shooti
in just 14.4 minutes a gome. . .

Matt Gold, a sophomore midfielder'on Western
Michigan University’s soccer team, was named
most improved player for loat season. A Plymouth
Salem grad, Gold started 12 games for the Bron-
cos, collecting two goals and an assist. WMU fin-
ished with 0 6-7-2 record . . .

Shawn Respert continues to be the ol’fenswe
catalyst for Michigan State University's men's

ford Bighop Borgess was averaging a tcam-best
20,8 points, 3.8 rebounds and 3.5 asaists per game,
while converting 63 pereent of his floor shots, 55
percent of his threc-pointers and 88.5 percent of
hia free throws, MSU was 5-1 entering Tuesday's
0Old Spartan Classic tournament,

basketball team. The sophomere guard from Red- -

, has to rate as the top Ob-
serverland aponu story of the year.

CC and Saginaw Arthur Hill both
entered the title gume unbeaten. The
Shainracks’ Iast loss had been in the
1991 championship game, o 13-12 de-
feat to Arthur Hill. This time, it was
CC winning by a single point: 21-20.

Redemption? Sure, But doubt is a
rare clement on CC teams, particular-
ly those coached by Tom Mach. “I've
been in o lot of big games, but this is
one of the preatest because it went
back and forth,” Mach said of this
championship.
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GLI conquered' Neaton
takes aim at NCAA tltle

‘BY STEVE KOWALSK!
STAFY WRITER

The jersey had a new look but
there was that same old feeling
‘over the weekend for University of
Michigan hockey player Patrick
Neaton.

The Wolverines, wearing maize
instead of white s the primary
color on their home jerscys, won a

. fifth-straight Great Lakes Ivita-
tional with Sunday's 8-3 victory
over Northern Michigan before
13,783 fans at Joe Louis Arena,

‘That makes four straight GLI
championships for Nenton, a sen-
lor defenseman from Redford
(Cathalic Central) who will grad.
uate in May with a degree in
sports psychology.

“Every year we get excited to
play in it (the GLI), we come
ready to play,” sald Neuton‘ one
of six U-M seniors. “This is the
“fifth year in a row and it's great,
especially for the seniora. Every
year, the seniors are counted on to
step up and provide leadership
and we do that by what we say,
what we do on the ice with steady,
solid play.”

About all that's left for him to
win is an crown — and
with the Wolverines currently
ranked No. 2 nationally, the
chance is there,

U-M last year reached the na-

CCrules: (Above) Shamrochs
Chris Barbara (10) and Jon
Wolfe (35) hoist the hardware
after CC won the state Class
AA football title last Novem-
ber. The year also marked the
end for coaches Armand Vig-
na (left) of Franklin and Fred
Crissey (right) of Canton.
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‘tional emifinals before being
climinated by the University of
Wisconsin, 4-2. Neaton has spe-

Sce NEATON, 2B

Four-for-four: Michigan's Patrich Neaton (Redford) will
never taste defeat in a Great Lakes Invitational hockey
tournament, He has helped Michigan win the last four.

Ankle break trips MSU’s Smith

BYSTEVE Kowm.sm

S'I‘AH WRITER

. Chris Smlth recelved a break he
didn't need ns a freshman hockey
player at Michlgan State Univer-

.slty.
. Smith, a 6-foot-10, 185-pound
defenseman, has missed the last
14 games after suffering a broken
pnkle Nov. 13 in a game against
Western Michigan  University.
mith, who grew up in Canton,
hnd hia walking cast remaved
Tueadny and anid there’s o
chance he'll return to the Spar-
tans’ lineup in the next month.
-Prior to the injury, Smlth was

receiving o regular shift and
scored one gonl with one assist in
five games, He had to watch from
tho stands es the Spartans took

“home the consolation trophy last

weekend in the Great Lakes Invi-
tational at Joe Louis Arena,

MSU's 4-3 overtime win Sun-
day over Michigan Tech gave the
Spartans an 11-7-1 overall recard,

“It's pretty hard, sometimes,
especially when the team is loa-
ing,” Smith sald. “Everything was
going reat well, I was xculng my
fair share of ice tima . . . I've neve
cr really broken anything."

Smith said the brenk came in
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the third period of the win over
WMU oe he was trying to keep
the puck in the Broncos’ end. No
other players were involved.

“I was gaing to keep the puck in
at the blue line, lost my balance
trying to stop, then went feet first
into the boards,” Smith said. “1
akated off the ice, went to the
trainer's room, sat down on the
table, took off my skates and 1
couldn’t walk or anything.”

Smith atayed home when the
Spartans traveled to Anchorage,
Alaska, for the Niasen/Jeep Clas-
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