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Shamrock sucecsa is not role-
gated to football, howover, In the
laat year, they've won lcaguo titles”
in bascball, * soccer, wrestling,
swimming, cross country and
track, too.

That's a record that’s hard to
match,

2, Eras Endlng: Two of Ob.
serverland'’s most succesaful and
colorful coaches called it quits in
1992. In early November, Plym-
outh Canton baseball conch Fred
Crissey hung up his cleats after
19 scasons. Later the same
month, Livonia Franklin foutbnll

Craig  Overaitis (from Livenia
Franklin) hemmered a three-run
homer that propelled len'nin to

This year, Garden City roversed
that trend by going 7-2. The
Cougnrs wero 8 single paint fmm
the pl 3 they lost to R

an 8-7 win and into a g
showdown, That’s when tho mag-
ic ended; Now Orleane rallied to
beat Livonia 9-6 and claim the
title,

But Walter's had overcome
heavy odds to reach the final, the
only LCBL team to do so.

4. Tragedy: Aaron Roberts,
one of the most talonted football
players ever to come through Ob-
serverland, was shot and killed at

on

coach Armand Vigna
ter 18 years,

“] have had great exporicnccs
and terrific kids,” said Crissoy,
who compiled a 369-123 record,
winning three Class A regional ti-
tles and finishing second in the
state in 1982, “It'a been a good
run and I've enjoyed it. But
things changed.”

Crissey, who coached nino all-
staters and sent six players into
professional baseball, gave " up
coaching to spend more time with
ltis family.

- Vigna, who compiled an 85-79
record and won the state title in
1976, hes packed up and moved
up north to Rogers City,

- Also saying so-long in 1992
were Ralph Temby, an assistant
football conch at North Farming-
ton for 26 years, and George Lov-
ich, Franklin athletic director the
past 18 yeara.

" 8. Tho Boys of Summer: It
was so completely unexpected

" Walter's Appliance, represent-
Ing the Livonia Colleginte Base-
ball League, lost ita opening game
at the All-American Amateur
Baseball  Association Tourna-
iment in Johnstown, Pa., to Scho.
nectady, N.Y., 11-7. Down to the
lomr s bracket they went,

'he LCBL representative has
nuvcr fared well in this presti-
gious tournament, Losing scemed
almost expected. Opposing teams
from arcas morc prominent in
baseball were always better
Btocked in talent; this yenr
setmed no different,
 But Walter's won its next game,
13.7 over the Bayside Yankeces
{Long Island, N.Y.), then beat
Philadelphia 11-1, Washington
13-11 and Schencctady 8-7. That
put Walter’s into the champion-
ahip round against New Orleans.

‘The comeback from the brink
of elimination had thus far been
remarkablo — and it was about to
transcend even that.

» Trailing 7-5 with two out in the

njath in the first game ogainst

Ndw Orleans, Walter's outfielder
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Sntmdny, Mnrch 21, He was 29
years old.

“It’s very sad,” said the Rev.
Norbert Clemens, one of Roberts”
mentors at Cnthollc Centraland a
life-long friend. “He was a peach
of a guy. It's a tragic ending for a
good guy to meet.”

Alter goining All-American
credentinls (2,335 yards rushing
and 24 touchdowns In two sea-
sons) and [eading CC to its firat
stato titlo na a junior in 1979,
Roberts endured o frustrating
four ycars at Michigan State. His
football carcer ended, far sooner
and ingloriously than anyone ex-
pected, in 1985 after he was cut by
the Denver Broncos.

He struggled to find Inner peace
and happiness without football,
He was just starting to pull things
together — he married, had a 4%-
month old daughter and was re-
turning to achool to get a tenching
certlficate — at the time of h(n
death,

5. Observerland’s Olymplan:
Farmington archer Jennifer
Q'Donnell, with a second-place
finish at the Olympic Trials, be-
came the third Obscrverland ath-
lete to compete in the Olympics.
(Hurdler Rex Cawley of Farming-
ton, gold medalist in 1964, and
hockny player Al lafrate of Livo-
nin in 1984 were the othera.) Shc
placed 11th overall in women’s
archery at tho summer games in
Barcelone, Spain.

8. Terrific Turnarounds: If
one word can be applied to the fall
season, turnaround fits best,
There were a bunch,

Leading the list are Garden
City's and Redford Thurston’s
football teams. Garden City had
been 1-8 in 1991; in three previous
yeors under cosch Bob Eisim-
inger's direction, the Cougara'
best record was 4-5.

Sept. 141n ovcrﬂmn when the Ea-
gles mndo good on a two-point
converslon,

Thurston’s last winning season
beforo this year was 1974, In 1991,
they were 2.7, But, with a 25.
player roster, corch Bob Snell
righted that by guiding the Eagles
to a 6-3 mark,

Wayno Memorial wegt 4.5 in
‘91, thon lost its firat two games of
92 beforo bouncing back, The
Zebras won their nest soven, the
last a 35-7 trouncing of rival
Westland John Glenn, to reach
the state playoffs for the firat
time.

In another arens, there was
Livonia Franklin soccer. The Pa-
triots were 8-8-1 in '91 and look-
ing up at the city’s dominant
goceer schools, Churchitl and Ste-
venson, But that changed this
year, Frantz LaMarre coached
Franklin to a 13.3-3 record and a
tie for the Westorn Lakes Activi-
ties Assoclation erawn.

Neaton rompwe1s

she started in goal for Selem in
the season-opencr agalnat rival
Plymouth Canton and didn't
yield a goal in 8 0-0 tie.

The surgery was o success and
Jenny, at Jaat report, was well on
tho road to recovery.

8. Stato Champs: Observer-
land produced five individual
state champions in 1992, threa in
wrestling.

Plymouth Sanlem senior Dan
Bonnett, 48-1 with 37 pins,
claimed the state title at 126
pounds, Westland John Glenn
junior Mike Reeves, 42-1, ruled
the 152-pound division, Catholic
Central senior Dan Kelly, 47-2-1,
won the crown at 171,

Catholic Central produced two
other state champs. Senlor
swimmer Randy Tecters won the
100-yard breaststroke with a time
of 57.63. Senior Mike Mittman
was the individual champion at
the state cross country meet, run-
ning the course In 15:55.8,

9. Basketball's Back nt Ma-

cial inspiratlon this year be-
causo of the loss of his No. 1
fan, his grandmother Glodys
Butler who died Oct. 30 after
suffering a stroke,

“She was great, very suppor-
tive,” said Neaton. “I remem-
ber she couldn’t handlo watch-
ing the gomes too much be-
cause she was always nervous
I'd get hurt, but she kept all
the (newspaper) clippings. She
used to follow me a lot.”

Neaton entered 1992-93
ranked sixth on the U-M all-
time defenseman scoring list
with 28 gonls and 71 assists for
99 pointa. After picking up en
assist in Sunday's win over
Northern, Neaton has four
gonls and five ossists for the
Wolverines, who are 12.3-2
overall,

Neaton's beat scason, point.
wise, came in 90-91 when he
scored 15 goals with 28 assists.
He has managed to stay con-
sistent on the ice and in the

donnn' It's been an up

In girls t ball, Redford
Bishop Borgess program was in
disarray for years until Dave
Mann got it righted; the young
Spartans (just one scnior)
reached the Catholic League fis
nols this year, posting a 20-3
record. They were 9-13 in 91,

Also, Livonia Clarencevillo vol-
Ieyhull made significant strides
last winter under Alisha Love's
duccunn Third in the Metm

alnw pru-
cess, but progress is being made.
‘The athletic program at Madonna
University Iu on the rise; next
year, men's basketball will
reappear as a varsity sport.

It will return after a five-ycar
absense under the direction of
BIll Sharpe, who's been an assist-
ant coach at University of Michi-
gnn-Denrbom. The resumption of
the men' ’s basketbatl program will

the
CInrem:ewlIe reached the Clnsa C
state quarterfinals before losing.
The Trojans were 23-11-6 last
season.

7. Slsters and Survivers: On
June 19, sisters MacKenzic and
Jenny Emmett, lying on scparate
hospital beds, held hands,

“ love you,” Jenny said,

“I love you,” said MacKenzie.
With that, the two sisters un-
derwent a lang and dangerous

ive Mad: five

sports: bnscball. softbatl, volley-
ball and women's basketball are
the others.

10. A New Alignment: The
Northwest Suburban League is
gone, So, too, is the Tri-River
League, and the Wolverine A
League. Starting in the fall, all
three will merge to form one gi-
gantic, 22-team league: the Michi-
gon Megn Cnnfcrencm

bone marrow 1 an oper-
ation that saved Jenny’s life.The
previous spring, Jenny, a junior,
was an oil-state goalie on the
state-ranked Plymouth Salem
soccer. Not long after she found
out she had contracted a rare
form of leukemia known as
myelodipplastic syndrome,

1t wos determined that she
would have the bone marrow
transplant,; with her younger sis-
ter as the donor, in June after she
gaduated, Before that, though,

games
hos been a headache for schools
in the past. Under the new align-
ment, it won't be. There will be
three divisions for every sport,
with at least seven schools in
each; enrollment and caliber of
play will determine who plays
where,

Redford Union and Garden
City were both part of the NSL;
Thurston was in the Tri-River,
and Wayne Memorial was a
Wolverine A member,
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most
of his summers also on the ice,

Neaton last summer played
in Finland for the 22-man U.S,
20-over Team; in '91 lic played
for the U.S, at the World Jun-
ior Championships in Saska-
toon; in 90 he won a silver
medal playing for the West
Team in the Sports Festival in
Minneapolis, Minn.

“Patrick's a smaller defense-
man (G-fect, 180 pounds) but I
can play him as a penalty

clussrnom dospite risking
“} h it

killer, when we're two-men
short or on the power play,” U.
M coach Red Berenson aaid,
“He's a good defenseman, his
skills are excellent and I can
sce his improvement (over four
years). I expect him to lug the
puck and join the rush at the
same time,"”

Nenton, an assistant cap.;
toin, spent his first two years
being teamed with David Har- -2
lock, who is in the samoe closs.
Hurlnck now a senior captain, .,
is more of a defensive-minded ,,,};
player (five goals, 29 assists for
his career).

“They were a great pair, No,*
1 nn defense, but now we're™
playing them with younger~f
players,” Berenson soid. -

Neaton was drafted in ther]
seventh round (145th overall) |
of the 1930 Nationa! Hockey -
League draft by New Jersey'
and remains property of the"'
Devils, But before contemplat. '~
Ing n possible NHL future,~
Neaton wants to cancmtmte
on the remoining 16 regular. ..
season gomes and a berth en
the 1994 Olympic Team.

‘T'im Taylor, who coached the
QOver-20 Team during the sum.
mer, olso is the conch of the
1994 U.S. Olympic Team.

“I got to see what his pro-
gram_ is like, the caliber of
play,” Neaton said, “It's some-
thing I'll shoot for. It is a great
opportunity (playing in the
Olympics).”

smith from page 1B

sic. Although the injury gave
Smith more time to devote to
his classes, he hasn’t becn
missing from the team'’s work-
outs,

“I'm still going to the rink
every day, riding the bike, lift-
ing weights while the guys ore
on the ice,” Smith said,

Smith's family moved from
Canton to Hamburg last sum-
mer but it wasn't the first time
he’s had to get used to new sur-
roundings. He left Canton
High School after his junior
year to spend his last year of
high school in Rochester,
Minn., where he played junior
hockey.

Smith and a teammate

stayed with a family in Ro.
chester and found out ahead of
time what college might be
like.

Tt helped me to learn how to
live without parents for a -
year," Smith said.

Smith had no problem set.
tling on MSU after his year in
Rochester. His father, Jim,'was
a long-time hockey coach and
had several players continue
their careers at MSU,

“Since I was a little kid, the
place [ wanted to end up was
MSU,” Smith said. “All the
guys (his father coached) said
MSU is a great place to play.
1t's almost like a dream come

true.”
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