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New budget head comes highly rated

HrL. Brooks Pauerun ’s new staff
takes office, the Obscrver & Ec-
¢gentric is spotlighting appointees
and the jobs they will be perform-
mg /ur county residents.

BY RALP)I R. Eci mNAW

- Whnt do you call a guy who

doesn’t read for pleasure, doean't

have'any hobbles and doesn’t own

8 stereo?

~"Theso days you call him the

next manegement and budget di-

rector.of Oakland County.

T Robcrt Dnddnw. 40, of Oakland
p is & witha

dono to save money,” sald Louis
Schimmel, the director of the Mu-
nicipal Advhory Councll of Mlch-

-jgan, who worked with Daddow in

the Iate '80s baillng out the city of
Ecorse when it was in recolver-

ship, “Hon good at clennlng up -

messes,”
Daddow’s blgxuat challenge,
howover, was not Ecorso, but
Wayno County. From 1881 to
1990, aa an employee of Ernst &
Young, Daddow was in charge of a
team of accountants that endeav-
ored to bring order to the chaos
that was the c:gunty government's
8.

ilst ol’utcompllahmenu as long s
oir arm, but he's also about s
éxclt!nn aa a library board meet-
1ng, if he 18 to be belioved, .

1 guess I would have to say I'm
our gnrden variety grcen~ahndn
accounumt. he said, “kind of
‘oying and drab actually.”

aving just resigned as the vice
prestdent of Troy-based Gordeon &
Company, Daddow has special-
Ixeki in oudits and consulting

Formor Wayne County commis-
slonor Kevin Kelloy, D-Redford,

was 8 member of the county's:
_finance committeo and worked

closely with Daddow.

Kelloy said that other account-
ing firms tumed down the work
when it was offered because they
considered tha _county books
“inauditable.”” -

‘Sensitive politically’

But Daddow and his team did

piojects of and for g
elimughout the Detroit area since
Ehé lnte '70s.

+(Bob) understands municipal
goyernmunt and- what has to bo

auch an job that the
county hired away some of Emst
& Young’s accountants,
“(Daddow) has got,a great fi-
nancial head,” Kelloy said.

*(And) I found him to bo senal-
tive politically. They put (tho
county books) on track, and fu.
ture boards wlll bonofit from the
work Ernat & Young did."”

Born in 1952, Daddew grow up
in Southfield and earned a mas.
tor’s degree In business edminis.
teation from Central Michigan
Univeraity in 1974, but not before
making s stab-at "another major.
1 started out to bo a veterinarl-
an,” ho said. "I washed ou: in in-
vertobrate z00logy.”

As an nccaunmnt, Daddow apu-
clalized In government work.
was good enough ot it that Emal
& Young made him a partner four
years bofore asking for his resig-
nation,

Ernst was getting out of govern-
ment-related accounting, Daddow
sald, so his head had to roll, It
didn’t roll far though, Daddow
sald, coming to a stop at Gordon
& Compnny, a Troy accounting
firm where Daddow was vice pres-

ident until his county
appointment.‘Cookie cutter’ ac-
counting

Government accounting work,
Daddow snid, was getting to be
boring becauso it's basically dolng
one dure over and

over with differont governments.
Daddow compared it to o cookio
cutter.

In his county job, which pnyn
$73,000 to $84,000 a year, Daddow
will bo in chumu of 100 people in
the accounting department alone.
Although there are some changes
ho'd like .to make, Daddow
praised his predecessor, Russell
Martin, for keeping the county’s
{Inancial house in order.

“I've already got a very well-run
machine,"” he said. “You don't get
woll-run machipes if you. don’t

have unmcbody there with tho vie

slon.”

As for oxcltement in his lifo,
Daddow used to be a marathon
runner, but gave that up a couple
years ago beeauso the demands of
work ware, woll, demanding.

With no hobbles, no rendlng for
pleasure and no children, ’the
closeat Daddow come to cuulng
looso is playing Monapoly with
wife Maryann on one of his three
personal computers. (It's a lot
faster, he said, because the com-

Typical accountant: - Oakland Township resident Robert
Daddow, appointed recently as Oakland County's direc-

DAN DEAN/STATY Pnummumu

puter takes caro of your money.) tor of management and budget, said he’s the stereotypi-
lm:s s;)v!mt doea Maryann do for  cal boring accountant with few outside interests.

a (4
“She's an " Daddow

said, laughing.
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Our New 18-Month Bonus Rate Certificate.

anaual interest

for the
first 31 cfays.

annual interest
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I you've been loaking for a sale investment that also pays a healthy
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1o our new 18-month bonus rate savings cenificate, you réally can have the
best of both warlds. Interest is compounded and paid quanerly.

And a minimum deposit of $500.00 can get you started.

So stop by your nearest Standard Federat Banking Center today.
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