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Backroads art: A Farmington
Hills:photographer drives the
highways and byways looking for
fitting subjects for his lens. /3A

In for Patterson: A Birmingham
attorney who worked on the En-
iler campaign is the newest mem-

er of the Qakland University
board. /5A .

The stamp thing: Folks queue up
in the Birmingham post office to
trade money for sticky Elvis Pres-
leys. /1‘2A

Court action: Boys basketball
teams began league play Friday
night in the Western Lakes Activi-
ties Association. /1C

Foods that'cure:
scription for good health. Include
" lots of fresh fruits, vegetables and .
ﬁrams in your diet, and you'll

ave more energy and feel better.
Learn how to nurse your cold, and
/w{zgt foods are good for you.

Winner Dinner: Slimmer Winner
Dinner featuring marinated chick-
en breasts is low in fat, but not fla-
vor. Another plus, this dinner can
be made a day ahead leaving you
more time for exercise. /1B

STREET-SCENE

Sticking to It: Rehearsingin
laces heavy with death metal
ands could in&z{zence more naive

bands, but for Walk on Water, the

experience has made the group
stick to its hard alternative rock
roots: /4B

Local'access: “Groove Session”
will be presented on Channel 12,
Check your cable guide for time
and date.

Several government and civic offi-
cials are backing the Farmington

Slchool District’s tax renewal propos-
-al, :

Those expressing support include
the Farmington/Farmington Hills

Chamber of Commerce, State Rop.
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suppqrt_fot its Feb. 2 tax renewal proposal.

By LARRY O’CONNOR
. BTAy? WRITER

Jan Dolan, end somo city council
members.

. Both councils have passed resolu-
tions in support of the schools com-
bining threo clections in one propos-

al.
‘The clectlon takes place Tucaday,
Feb. 2. Tho three-l i

School tax gets broad backing

’| tywide attention, but after two millage rejections, the

school board 15 seeking and getting broad community

worth $31.1'millon of the schoais’ op-
orating mdget,
“They (school officials) bave really

. dono thoir homework on this,” D.u)lnn .

sald. *“They’ve taken In tho

& 1909 Subarban Communcraons Corporon’

such as the chambor of commerce.
- The board has asked for support from
elected officials and clvicleaders. .
Jody Soronen said it’s tho first timo
she can bor the chamb

-ation of the Headleo rollbacks and

they're consolidating the- elections.
‘Tho coats of elections aro ive,”

one
dorsing a millage propesal in ber 10
years as director.. .

‘The 19 ber board decided to

Such vocal support wouldn't seom
to be necessary for n rencwal. But af-
ter two millago follures in the past,

the school board is lcaving little to .,

chance.
"

Michae! Flanagan

asks voters to ronew 12.0834 mills

-has made prosontations to groups

Here’s a pre-

Man, dog

/s

By ToM BAER
BTAFY WRITER

Fire awept through a Farmington
Hills house Saturday moming, kill-
ing the occupant and his dog and
gutting the structure, which dates
to 1916,

Killed wns Tony Mendez, an
nuto salesman. Mendez tented the
house at 33871 Harlan in the Ram-
ble Hills subdivision in northern
Farmington Hills,

His wife, Colleen, and their three
children were staying with rolatives
ot the time, neighbora sald, Tony
and Collecn Mendez were divore-
ing, neighbors added, and Tony
Mendez didn't normally live there.

A neighbor, Jeanette Donol, said

Deadly fire: Farmington Hills firefighters examine what's left of the house on Harlan Drive
following a blaze that resulted in the death of a man Saturday. .

_ killed when
fire guts Hills house

she called 911 when ehe noticed the
fire at 6 a.m. Saturday.

“My husband and I ran over, and
my other noighbor was running
sround trying to indicate to the
firefighters whero the people might
be,” she said. .

Richard Marinucel, Farmington
Hills fire chief, said despite the
frigid temperatures, the fire had
spread to “just about every room.”
Mendez was found dead in an up-
stairs bedroom, he added,

“He was not In bed,” Marinuccl
said. “He was near a window, which
may indicate that ho was trying to
got out.”

The cause of the fire is being in-
veatigated. “Wo don’t know the real
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cause Hight now," the chief said*
‘Tho fire appears to havo started in
tha center of the house in back.”

Mendez, who was in his mid-30s,
sold BMW automobiles for tho Er-
hard dealership in Bloomfield
Hills, neighbors snid, and he had
been at the auto show in downtown
Detroit the night before, The family
hed lived in the house about a year.

The white concrete house was
constructed 76 years ago as part of
an estate, A seed farm occupied the
area at the time.

“For years and years it's some-
thing, and all of o sudden it’s noth-
ing,” said Robert Donol, Jeanctte's
husband, aa they watched fire-

. back the renewal at its Dec. 10 meet.
1?5 following Flanagan's presenta.
tion. -
“My board tends to be & conserva-
tive group,” Soronen sald, “This is
Sco TAX, 2A;

Land use
program

in works

By BILL COUTANT
BTAFF WRITER

At a timo when Farmington Hilla
muat deal with tough cnvironment,
dovelopment, and parks and recro-
atlon issues, a program to acquire
land to control its use will likely bo
considered by city officials.

Based on a policy now used in Wix-
om that has gained national atten-

a REGULATION:

tion, land acquisition has the strong
recommendation of the city's Year
2000 Advisory Committeo, -

“Wo have a lot of little, difficult
plecea of property to develop,” sald
David Call, assistant city manoger.
“Inatead of baving another strip mall,
wo could possibly set aside that land
for a smnll neighborheed park.” ..

Wixom, which approved-a 1 mill

" found the land ‘acquisition ordinance .
was the best way to deal with odd and

i-pized tracts of ds that
would have been likely candidates for
development.

“It's a nice control,” said Mike
Doman, Wixom city manager. “We've
been mentioned nationally for this
program.”

The program doesn't prohibit
growth, but rather sllows a city to
carefully select the type and speed of
development desired, or in some cas-
¢3, to not develop land that has natu-
ral beauty or is environmentally sen-
gitive. The city can sell the land fora
selected development and use the
proceeds to buy more Jand or convert
it to a park or other use, Call sold. .

A land acquisition program has

many advantages: .
M Density control: It permits con-
trolled development while not com-
promising the master use plan, .
B Prescrvation purposes: It can'in-
clude both hiatorical and. natural
preservation to protect the environ-
ment. .

fighters poke through the k

Boemard Scarborough

Sco PROGRAM, 2A

Repeat offender faces lohg sentence

BY BrLL COUTANT
BTAYP WRITER

Farmington Hills Police were
stunned when they firat learned a
convicted murderer had spent only 10
years in prison in Texas beforo being
paroled, coming back to Michigan
and attompting the same crime.

This time Bernard Scarborough,
who pleaded guilty to assault with in-
tent to commit murder in n Farming-
ton Hills case, wilt likely spend a lot
lenger behing bave, He will ha retum.
ing to Texas after he ends his prison
term in Michigan. -

Scarborough, 32, will be aenu‘need

“When we bear (from the Michigan
D f C ions) that he is

for the Michigan assault — 2
the attack on g 24-year-old Royal Oak
woman who worked in Farmington
Hills — on Jan, 28 hefore Circuit
Judge Debra Tyner. He faces up to
life in prison for the assault and for
being a habitual offender. L

He will likely have to serve moro
prison time for the 1980 rape and
murder of & Texas co-ed, a crime for
which ho setved 10 years before being
paroled’ and returning to Michigan.
He had been sentenced to 50 years for
thaterime. . -

0l

eligible for parole, we'll recommend to
the parole board that he come back
and do some more time,” said Dan
Guerra, public information officer
with the pardons and paroles division
of the Texas Department of Correc-
tions in Austin. “The ultimate doci-
sion is up to them (Texas Parole
Board).” .

‘Warren Williama, publlc informa-
tion officer with the Michigan De-

Boo OFFENDER, 6A

tax for.10 .yeara beginning.in.1988,. - ..
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