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Rich, poor districts back O/K school ﬁnance plang

By MArie Cl IESTNEY
BTAFY WRITER

A Bloomficld Hills mother
stood beside a Redford Township
fathor Tucsday as educators
launched a petition drive to get
school finance roform and proper-
cytnxrellnrln Michigan,

Tuesday's union of educators
from both rich and poor school
districts to support the Olmsatead/
Kearney Proposal marks the firat
time both out-of-formula and in.
formula districts have come to-
gother to solve Michigon's mount.
ing school finance crisis,

Prescht at the launching of the
petition drive in the Redford

Union Scheol District adminia..
trativo offices were Bloomficld
Hills restdent Cynthia Vonoeyen,
who llves in a richer district
which spends about $8,600 per
student, and Gary Belanger, a
trusteo on tho Redford Unlon
Board of Education who llves in 2
poorer dlstrict which spends
about $4,200 per student,

They were surrounded by edu.
cators from Berkley, Southfield,
South Redford, Livenin, Garden
City, Wayne County and districts
from outstate Michigan,

All stood In support of the O/K
propasal, which if adopted would
cut school millege rates acroas the

mw and forco the stata to spend

more to fund public education,
“We've been walting for this

day, waiting for the final

Redford Union.”
Unity’s new

d the propos-

on the petition,” sald Venoeyen,
who serves as chalrwoman of a
citizena’ committee to gt petitlon
signatures in Bloomfisld Hills.

“Wo support this becauso [t
stops recapture, something that
has cost Bloomfield Hills $10 mil-
Yion in the last three years.

“The bottom line is that this
helps the taxpayers in Bloomfield
Hills. But it also helps kids. Kids
who are boing educated today aro
our future for tomorrow, whether
they live in Bloomfield Hills or

al would save every Redford
Union homeowner $300 a year.
“The concept of unity is new to
school finance roform,” Belanger
sald. “We speak in one volce
which can't be ignored. ’I'hcma
something in this for everyone.”
Proponents started the petition

drive one day before the Michigan -

Legislature beging its new ses-
sion. Backers have six months to
get tho 205,000 valid signatures

(2]

Lawmakers then hnvc 40 dnys

' gl clther approve it or refect it. lf

] is not

ita, with tho smw mnking up
the “-light difference,” .said
school ck Kirksoy.

*will appear on tho 1994 ballot.

Affixed Tuesdoy wero the first
of the 270,000 signaturcs belng
sought. Petitions are available at
local school district offices,

The O/K plan, named after for-

mer Detroit school board member
David Olmstead and University
of Michigan professor Phil Kear-
ney, would limit all district opera-
ting levies to 30 mills.

“It reduces reliance on the
property tax,” said Redford Union

d Ken Joh

needed to present the petiti
the Michigan Legisiature,

Patterson hires ex-Lion as driver

BvRAu!nR ECUTINAW -
BTAYF WRITE

Rich Stmngcr, who used to
clear holes for Billy Sime as a
member of the Detroit Lions, has
a new job blocking for a different
kind of running back, Oakland
County Executive L. Brooks
Patterson,

Strenger, who left football with
a knee injury in 1989, was hired
lnst week to work as Patterson’s

driver, bod d and wor ¥

Strenger, who at 6 foot 7 inches
tall and 270 pounds will never be
mistaken for Pee Wee Herman,

recently d from Oaklond
Ce College’s police ncad-

jon claim
The job was held by Archle
Roso in the Murphy administra-
tion, who still works for the coun-
ty, but in enother job.

emy.

He met Patterson at some char-
ity events while still playing for
- the Lions and “was pretty pleased

SIZES 4 TO 12 IN FOUR WIDTHS IN THE SALE SELECTION.

ONCE A SEASON

HURRY AND SAVE.

FURTHER
REDUCTIONS
HAVE BEEN
TAKEN
"IN OUR

SALE

DON'T MISS
YOUR SIZE
AND STYLE.

SOMERSET COLLECTION (637-3060) also ST, LOUIS, ATLANTA, DALLAS, HOUSTON, SAN ANTONIO.

Nigostan's Orientat Rug Co. Is dearing out
its entire stock of quality hand woven
imports to make space for upcoming  J

;.

that he wanted mo on board (at
the county).”

“Redford Union now levies 40.03
mills, This would be rolled back
to 30 mills and the state would
pick up the rest. It's a 26 percent
reduction in property taxes for
Redford Union residents.”

Livonta Public Schools’ millago
would drop from 32 mills to 30

*Ltke Vonoeyen, Livonla scho'ol
trustea’ Sue Thompson praised
the proposal for eliminating re-
capture and tax-base sharing.
Namesakes present

. Both Olmstead and Kearney
were present for the Inunchlng of
the petition drive.

“Whenever we talk about edun
cation someone always asks,
‘what happened to the lottery'
money? " Olmstead said. “This’
will forco the state to mdecm lhc

- lottery pmmxsu

‘The ‘proposal, phnscd in over.
six years, would force the state to
fund education with the proceeds
from the Michigan Lottery. - .

‘The propasal does not call fora /.
tax increase; neither does it say’
where the state would get the
money to reimburse diatricts.

The one worth waiting for...Steve Petix Clothiers

SEMI-ANNUAL ¢
CLEARANCE &

ENDS JANUARY 30, 1593

SUITS & SPORT COATS

20 to 50% off
Sale Prices From *325%

DRESS SHIRTS
Entire Stock of
Hathaway

30% off

Jhane Barnes, Krizla,
Glorglo, Paolo, St.
Croix, Countess Mara,
Heartland, Jack Lipson

In Plymouth
340 S. Maln
459-6972

%|Sale Prices From 75

‘Sale Prices From *30%

TOP COATS

30% off

Sale Prices From *325*
SWEATERS

40% off

SPORT SHIRTS

30% off

" In Beverly Hills
31455 Southfield
645-5560

Buy one pmr,

the second pair is only *1

Thousands of clearance shoes for men and women
originally sold for up to $80. Save up to 75%

Ay shipments. Every size, every colo
'44.. every rug In stock has been
‘»_ reduced 40 - 70% to dear,
them out fast. There (
will not be a better time
to buy this year, so hurry to,
the Nigosian Iooauon nearest Vou

pigosian’s

ORIENTAL RUG CO.
Established 1970 ¢

off the original comparativel

l STACY ADAMS B STRIET CARS N WRANG!
NIKE W L.A. GEAR W CONRIL B CALICO B TROTTERS
RAFASL BLANTINI & ESPRIT W tOlBll W MICHAEL
nuuu ® PICCO B BOSTONIAN M WOLVERINE
3 mm:onuc w Joyct m romsms 2 IUOAIIFOO'
-

7
No price adjustmonts on prior -
purchases. Brands and sizos

may vary by storo. Both pales

of shoes must be red ticket
clearance itams. Second
must bo of equal of loszor value,

ive thiu Monday, January 18

MHAMPTON CROSSING SHOPPING CENTER BWEST QAKS SHOPPING CEHTER

BIRMINGHAM 2747 South Rochestor Rd., Rochestar Hills 43484 West Oak Or, {Across rom Twoive Oaka Mnll)
WELOOMHELD TOWNE SGUARE 2165 Talograph Rd.,  BWESTLAND CROSSINGS SHOPPI NG CENTER
Both Localions 808 South Woodward WBURLINGTON SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER', (Acrosa from Wezttand Mal)

" 21919 Michigan Avenue
Weat. Dearbomn, M 48124

Phone (313) 2771330,

WUNIVERSAL MALL

22263 Eureka Rd. (across from Southtand Matl
mmoa | Eoreka A, (across from Souiand Mal) M 5770 Doquindor Road

Birminghem, M 48009
Phonc (313) 644T50

'WE ACCEPT MASTERCARDEVISARDISCOVI ERIELDER—BEEHMM CHARGES




