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Record flock awaits Michigan turkey hunters

UTDOGR | e
SIS - to bo talking tur.
Y| key, but what the
heck, the appli-
cation deadline
for the spring
hunt {8 Feb. 1
and that's less
than two weeka
away.
Michigan's
turkoy flock con-
tinues to flourish
which should re-
sult In an excoptional spring
hunt.

BitL
PARKER

Tho costern wild turkey was
abundant in Michigan in the late

tion grew the turkey population
declined. As land waa cleared for
development much of the turkey’s
habitat wos destroyed. By tho ear-
1y 18008 the turkey was all but ox-
tinct in Michigan.

In an offort to a

.thero wore an cstimated 18,000
birds. The number doubled to
nearly 36,000 birda by 1988. Last

year thero was a record 76,000 tur- *

keys in Michigan, Tho eastern
wild turkey now populates nearly
28,000 square miles of hunting
lnnd in 33 Michi, i

epring decimated most of last
years mast crop, But, as doer
hunters know all too well, much
“of last fall's comn crop was left
standing which fs great for the
turkeys. -7,

“Sinco thero s no mast crop

flock in Michigan, the Depart.
mont of Natural Resources began
a stocking program in 19564, Using
wild turkeys trapped from cstab.
lished flocks in Pennsylvanis, the
DNR relensed 60 turkoys in the
Allegan State Game Arca.

Over the next 10 years, addi-
tional releases were made and by
1964 the flock had grown to 2,000
birds. The reintroduction offort
waa intensified in 1983 ond the

“The problem now ia that thore
are so many turkeys it Is much
more difficult to keep track of
them,” said DNR gamebird spe-
clalist John Urbain, “We'ro right
in the middle of our winter
counts, but I would suspect the
flock to be in the arca of 85,000
birds.”

Turkeys feed primarily on agrl-
culture, wasto grain ond mast
crops (especinlly acorns) through

they're probably protty d
on corn this winter,” Urbain said.
“The good thing is that thore i
still a lot of standing corn and
that should help the turkeys get
through the winter, I think we
have a record number of birds
going into the winter. Thero is
otill a Jot of winter left, but I
think they'll come out of it protty
well, eapecinlly with all the stand-
ing com.”

hunt revealed a healthy flock with
about a 60-60 mix of adult and ju-
venile birds.

‘Three new arcas will be open to
hunting in the southwest area of
the state this spring and seven
others have been expanded. Thero
will also be & record 50,625 per-
mits avallable for the spring hunt,
up more than 12, m last
year's total of 37,880,

For all you day dreamers out
there, tho largeat turkey ever tak-
on in Michigan was a 27.1 pound
Tom, killed in 1890 in Menomi-

unty.

Triple crown E
Garden City's Dan Blegazaki

™

N
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over achleve durlpg the 1892
bunting season — a rare triple
crown. o
The 32-year old hunter shota*
14-pound turkey with a four-inch-
beard during the epring season™*
then killed s 185-pound black’™
bear on Sept. 11. He completed
the “bat trick” on apening day of-*
tho firearms deor scason when ke "~
dropped & 180.-pound, six-polnt’
buck in a swamp In Mackinac
County.
(Anglers and hunters are urged ™'
to report their success, Questions
and_comments are also encour-’
aged. Send information to: Oul
doors, 805 E. Maple, Birmingharm, ™
Mi., or call Bill Parker 6-10 p.m.

men’s Club and the Michigan De-
partment of Natural Resources
will offer a Michigan hunter safe-
ty certification course beginning
at 8 o.m. Saturday and Sunday at
the Wayne County Sportaman’a
Club in Romulus. The course will
cover fircarms hiatory, use and
snfety, archery safety, hunter eth-
ics, first aid, survival techniques,
wildlife management, game care,
wildlife identification and hunt-
er/landowner relations. Course fce
{8 $5. Class size is limited, and
advance registration is advised,
532-0285.
S CARIBOU HUNTING

A caribou-hunting seminar will

Trout Unlimited ia offering a
class titled “The Challenge of Fly
Tying” beginning at 7 p.m, Mon-
day in Room F-101 at Seaholm

through Feb, 7 at the Cobo Con-
vention Center. Special attrac-

tions include “Nautical Villoge”
— a historical look at the Michi-

High School in Birmingham, The

gan Lighth , fishing and boat-
ing i atate ch lon wa-

class is designed for tho't

and those who alrendy tio flies.
Course fee is $30, and edvance
registration is required, 433-8444.

B AUDUBON TRIPS

A trip to Rouge Park in Dotroit
begins at 9 a.m, Saturday, 525-
8630 or 545-2929,

A trip to tho Canadlen side of
the Detroit River (Sarnia) to view
| waterfow] begina at 9 a.m. Friday,
Feb. 6, 525-8630 ar 545-2929,

ter skiers and offahore racers from
the APBA Gold Cup Races. Show
houts are noon to 10 p.m, Satue-
days and Wedneaday, 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Sunday, and 3-10 p.m, Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day. Admiaaion is $7 adults, chil-
dren (younger than 12) will be ad-
mitted free. Senior citizens enter
{ree on Monday.

B BOAYING COURSE
The Ann Arbor Power Squad-

artists, will be Feb, 5-7 at the
Lansing Civic Arena. Admission
18 $5 adult, $3,50 senior citizen
and children (younger than 12)
will be admitted free. Weekend

W BOAT SHOW

The Boat, Sport and Fishing
Show will be held Feb. 17-21 at
the Pontiac Silverdome.

0 SPORTFISHING EXPO

The Greater Detroit Sportfish-
ing Expo will be held Masch 4-7
at the Palace of Auburn Hills.

@ WILDLIFE ARY FESTIVAL
‘The Michigan Wildlife Art Fes.
tival will celebrate its 10th anni-
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FARMINGTON

L 34759 GRAND RIVER

PREVIOUSLY OWNED HIGH QUALITY
FURNITURE AND DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES

FOR RE-SALE TO DISCRIMINATING BUYERS
PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY

AVOID THE HASSLE. WE'LL DISPLAY [T IN OUR SHOWROOM,
ADVERTISE AND SELL IT FOR YOU.
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PICK UP AVAILASLE.

CALL 478-SELL
FOR DETAILS
SINCE 1981
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@west Coast Futons

LIVONIA
$6338 MOXEBELT RD
{44 Mios North of 196)
420-B060O

BLOOMFIILD ARIA

2544 GRCHARD
{154 Mios Wost of Telegropn]
oBl1-89099

H FISHING CLUB MEETINGS

The Four Seasons Fishing Club
meets 7:30 p.m. the first Wednes-
day of cach month at the Maple-
wood Center in Garden City, 477-

16.

Romeo B.A.S.S. Bustera meet 7
p.m. the firat Tueaday of each
month at the Romeo Community
Youth and Civic Center, 286-
6469,

‘The Michigan Fly Fishing Club
meets ot 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 10, and again Fob, 24, at the
Livonia Clarenceville High

chool.

18008, but as the state's popula- results were improssive. By 1886 tho winter. An abnormally cold Harvest results from last fall's  accomplished whot fow hunters Monday at 644-1101, ext, 241) °
OUTDOORS CALENDAR
be d by list/ 1 CAMPER SHOW ron will sponaeor o seven week versary April 2-4 at the Southfield | e
DATES AND door educator Joo Derek begin- The Silverdome Camper and boating course beginning at 7 Pavilfon. METROPARKS
. EVENT s ning at 7 p.m. Monday at the RV Show will bo hold Jan. 27.31 p.m. Wednesday, Feb 3, at the W DEADLINES
Farmington Community School, at the Pontlae Silverdome. Clague Intermediate School, 2616 D PIOXEER SKILLS
B TIP-UP-TOWN Regintratlon feo ts $6, and ad- Nixon Road, Ann Arbor, 663- Application deadline for the Participanta will learn to make !
Tip-Up-Town U.S.A. ice fishing | vanced registration is required 1 DETROIT BOAT SHOW 9138, or 994-2300, ' spring wild turkey season fs Feb. 1 Amgrlum crafts such as ’
festival runs throvgh Sundasyon | 489.3333 ' ‘The 1993 Detrolt Boat Show, ' ¥ . 55" Y dles and rope in th
Houghton Lake. - featuring the latost boats, acocs- | & WILDLIFE ART EXPO Rabbit season ends March 31, | dipped candles and opola thie -
B HUNTERS SAFETY @ FLY TYING sorics, services, clectronics, fish- Northern Wildlife Art Expo, Flshing licenses expire March | P2 ‘"s l;';"ré':“::[ (cilnn ngx:: o
Thoe Wayne County Sports- The Challenga Chapter of ing gear and more, runs Jan 30 featuring the work of 50 wildlife 1, p.m. B ¥ ot o Pring. =

H THIS BUD'S FOR YOU
Participanta will learn to iden-
tify comman trees without their -
leaves, in this program which be-*

1 ging at 1:30 p.m, Saturday ot

Kensington.

 EAYER V8 EATEN

A program about the high
stakes contests between predator- .«
and proy begins at 1 p.m. Sunday
at Stony Creele. -

Seo CALENDAR, 4B

Michael J. Federman, M.D.. ’
and

James J. Gordon, M.D.

announce The relocation of their
medical pracrice 7o The

Franklin Medical Building

26206 W. 12 Mile Road, Suite 200
Sourtkfield, Michigan 48074

(31%) 355-1090

with a ciassified ad for only

. $2.99, jinel

Make a New Year's resolution to clean that closet, attic, or basement, because now you can
sell your “collection” for the low rate of only $2.99 per line. (Minimum: 3 lines)

You have until January 30, 1993 to get the “goods” together and call us.

Who knows? You could collect enough cash to pay off your Holiday charge accounts!
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