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Duly sworn: Frank Lauhoff,
Farmington’s new city manager,
had plenty of happy onlookers as
he took the oath of office Monday
evening./3A

Local history: Lee S. Peel, local
historian and former high school
journalism teacher, has updated
his book, “Farmington: A Pictorial
History.”/13A
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orst

Just do it: Oakland County’s new
public services director is a former
sports agent, a fo;rggr Marine and

... areal funny guy
P I ..
Do it again: Circuit judges OK'd’

Prosecutor Richard Thompson's
fourth grand jury in four years to
investigate murders and drug traf-
ficking cases./20A

School fights: People should be
concerned about the fights be-
tween students reported in the
Farmington schools. But there
should be perspective./18A
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By LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFY WITER

Few came to rencw, but voters in

the Farmington School District sald &

ding yos to tidated tax
proposal Tucaday. .

Only 10 percent of the distrct's
60,000 registered vaters turned out to
approve a renewal of 12,0834 milts

. over three years. The final vote count:

I

Farmington school officlals ave smiling now that
voters have approved by a whopping 4-to-1 margin a
millage renewal worth about $31 mitlion, Only 10
percent of the district’s voters went to the polls.

4,398 yes; 1,237 no.

The milla renewed will account for
$31.1 million, -or one-third of the
achools' operating budget. Scheol of-
ficiala say the mancy will help accom-
plish the district’s three-yenr goals.

“] woke up thia moming and
thought, ‘I'm really prsud to work &n

ity.’ ¥ sald Superi

largest margin — 4-to-1 — we've ever
had vote yes, This 18 in a timo of tax
t talk, legistative rhetoric

Voters have ‘renewed’ spirit

© 1050 Suturban Communicaions

cable call-in show to answer ques:
tlo(x‘nu.

. . .The public stlll came through.”

Neither the result nor the turnout
is a surprise.

School officials — Flanagan in par-
ticular — corralled support from clvie
and.business leaders, as well os past
critica of millage proposals, Endorse-
ments rained from the Fapmington/
Farmington Hills Chamber of Com-
merco, city councils, State Rep. Jan
Dolan to Headlee Amcr}dmcnt expert

1 tri s

itl to the renewal was.
stifled. i
Flanagan credited parents and ataff-
for getting out Information. He also
noted an appropriate contract settle-.

ment with tho district's employeed .

helped sway voters’ minds,

He said another key was getting
support from somec of the 80 percent
of the people in the district who don't
have children in Farmington Public
Schools. :

this
ent Michael Flonagan. “That is the

and Patrick And
For the firat time, the board held a

‘Leader ‘du jour

BYBILU COUTANT

Srare Wamen s L
1 you didn't know her, you would

sooner picture Karen Nixon cheer-

ing for the home team at o baseball

. Bu, to her surprisa s much a3
anyone’s, the Farml Hills res-

Woman g

game than conducting an erchestra. - *

uides or¢

Surrounded by a room full ;;f in-

-“struments, Including o grand plano,

sheet ‘music and notes; and with
“Pehatkovaky's "Romeo and Juliet”
Playing on the stereo, Nixon is
. working feverishly to mako sure ov-

jdent has emerged from her shell as

into an outgoing conductor, music
director and promater of Group du
jour, the symphony orchestra based
in Formington Hills. .

“I've had people who ‘haven't
seen’ me in a while tell mo they
didn't even recognizo me now,” said

all, the competition is tough. You
have to spend & lot of time practic.
Ing, which doesn't leava much time

an introvorted classical horn player - .

the .French hom virtuoso. "After -

vthing -gocs well 'at Group du
-jour's parformance of “Winter Fan-

ter, 11 Mile and Middlebelt.
‘Much variety
The program will {
classical favoritea like “Romeo and .
Jullet” to the Broadway tunce of
"South Pacific” toDisncy's popu-..
lar “The Little Mermald.” .

There Is reason for such varicty.

Nixon, who has ‘bachelor’s 7and.

Hestra

*r gic,” said the nffable’ musician:
tasies” Sunday, Feb. 7, ot 7:30 pm. ©
at Dublin Hall in tho Mercy Cen-

will range from

~master's degrecs from the Universi-
< ty of Michigan, soid a vast poton-,
¥ tinl audicnce would support clasai.
' cal: music, but has-stayed away
*', from what can sometimes scom like

astuffy medium, ©

“A largs segment of the-popula-
fon has-been lost to classical mu-’

“You look out over the audience
and it's a sea of gray heads, Wo
need peoplo in their 30s, That's
.why we're playing things ltke “The
Little Mermaid.” - These people
havo kids,” . . PR

Not only would people recognize
and enjoy classical music once they
heard {t, many talented classically
trained. musicians - have applied

Sco ORCHESTRA, 2A

Seo VOTE, 4A

Revised
plaza
gets OK

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFY WRITER

After a fow adjustments, tho Down-
town Clock Plaza is on for Farming-

thority Board reaffirmed its backing
of & plan, which includ
building o 28-foot brick clock tower
on the northwest corner of Shiawas-
see and Grand River.

Some residents oppose the Idea,
saying a clock tower would detract
from the historic Masonic Temple
-building. ’

They contend the 1876 landmark is
siready the focal point of downtown,

“That corner doean’t need embell-
ishment,” Farmington_resident Nan-
cy Leanard told the''DDA Board
Tuesday, “It's fine s it is.” }

The DDA proceeded to give city a
-¢hiteet Chris-Wzacny the OK to draw
up a detailed plan for the Downtown
Clock Plaza,

The_Masonic Board, which owns
the land, hes already given its ap-
proval. The project will also go before
the historical commission and plan-
ning commission for roview.

Tuesdoy's meeting offered a prime
chance to raise concerns, Few did.

*] just wish we could londscape the
corner in o way to enhance the build-
ing,” said Betty Borgman. “To me,
that’s (the clock) just more clutter.”

Wzacny presented an artist render-
ing of the proposed plan. Renovations
would also include additions! trces, a
three- by six-foot sign and easier
pedestrian access, .

‘The clock tower's height has beena
sticking point. Initial plans called for
o tower standing 34 feet. "

Waacny amended that to 28 feet. |

The Masonic Board asked for the
change. Members wanted the clock
tower to be brought in line with the
lnwigr line of the building's mansard
roof.

Seo PLAZA, 4A

Longtime

After 39 years, Harrison High
School Principal Clayton Graham
has decided to retire,

The longtimo educator’s last school
day will be in June. Graham, 64, said
he wants to spend more time with his

family.

1 still look forward coming to work
cach day,” Graham said. “I'm not re-
tiring because 1 distike the work . . .
1 still enjoy being around the kida.”

Graham told his staff last week ho
was stepping down. He informed Su-

) [ 1
perintendent Michael Flanagan of his
decision two weeks ago. !

Grahem started in the Farmington
Public Scheols in 1955 as a buainess
tencher. He's been principal of all
three public high schools in the
Farmington district. .

Groham first served ns North
Farmington’s principal from 1967.73.
He then served three years at Farm-
ington High before returning to North
in 1976. . :

He became Harrison's principal in

to retire

At North Farmington, Graham be-
came invelved in o controversy over
the role religious groups such as
Campua Life should play in the lives

of public school students.

A policy was Inter adopted declar-
ing that schools muat be *'wholly neu-

tral” in dealing with religious beliefs.

In retiring, Graham said he'll miss
the students t}:lu most, The deciaion
hing he' ot

for some time. .
a while,” he said.

cen
. . Pve been at it for

S

Iay(on Graham

Firv Cows 5
)

ton. .
The Downtown Development Au-

A taxing situation

rics,

Jim Husband and Ponsld Cries, local certified
public accountants, will provide updates on
changes in the income tax codes during the Tucs-
day, Feb. 9 seasion of the Winter Investment Se-

‘Thelr presentation begins at 7:30 p.m. at th.e

Hills.

FARMINGTON FOCUS

tion at 7 p.m. Fddny-Snlurd;y: Feb, 19-20, at the
schoal, 11 Mile and Middlebelt ronds, Farmington

Memo

call Monnghan at 476-8922.

ry Lane

From the Feb. 5, 1953 edition of the Farmington

Enterprise:
B The stato Highway Department authorized a
traffic signal for the intersection of Grand River
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