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-Many Farmington residents
could find the amaller the house
tho larger the assessment.

Lower priced homes sold well
last yenr. As a result, those prop-
erties will bear the brunt in what
amounts to an average 9-pcrcgr‘n

’ o4
this year, according to assessor
John Sailer.

Asscsaments go out in the mail
Friday. .

Lower priced ($70,000 to
$110,000) single family residen-
tial properties similar to those in
Floral Park and Bel-Alro subdivi-
sions are expected to see a 10 to
12 pereent rise — some could got
a 15 percent jolt.

By comparison, homes costing
more similar to thoso in Chatham
Hills ($120,000 to $180,000) are

expectliig to ses a 6 to 6 percont g ‘With a tight economy, there's more demand
for lower priced homes. Sales go up, and that
pushes assessments up.'.

Increase.

“With a tight cconomy, there's
more demand for lowee priced
homes,” enid Saller. “Sales go up,
and that pushes asscasmonts up.”

And, likely, increase the num-
bor of peoplo at the Board of Re-
view. Sallor expects appoals,

Condo -owners will have few
gripes, though.

Condominiums will ace little or
no rise in assessments partly due
to an oversatunrated market,
Soilor sald. In fact, some condos
can expect a declino from 1 to 10
percent.

Few adjustments will be made
for commercial and industrial
properties excopt for new con-
structlon.

The 2,600 singlo family roaiden-
tinl propertios will ace the biggest
change.

John Safler

Farmington assessor

An asscsament freeze last year
doesn’t help matters, Nelther
does switching to a new cost man-
ual, which will cause asscaament
varistions in tho same nelghbor-
hood.

“I'm mad, and I don't cven
have my asscesment yet,” said
Mayor Willlam Hartsock after
hearing Sailer's presontation at
the Fob. 1 clty councl! meeting.

Sailer said the changoe s neces-
Bary.

As the real estato market has
leveled off, esscsdmonts have to

Assessments /'r(fmpage 1A

be brought closcr to 50 percent, he’

sald. Average apraisal to seles ra-
tio based on 1993 assesamenta is
48.5 percent.

“In reality, when you compare
tho assessmonts with the sale
prices on the properties that are
sold, wo're only at 44 percent,” ho
soid, “That’s the reason why wo
have to make the sdjustments.”

‘The averago sale grleo for nln.glu

Some smaller houses face bigger assessme

ing to Sailer, More sales of lower-
priced homes brought the average
down.

What about lest year's freezo?
This year's nsscssments might
have been more palatable had
thero not been one. ‘

“We're not making up for lost
time or anything like that,” Sailer
said. “We're bringing them up to
tha" Jevel they should have been
at.

Asgessments aro done on a
ighborhood basis, i

Far
b

nt bites

cost manual was used this year.
The formula is designed to bring
bottor eguity, but some of the :
rates changed. . bel

For oxample, a.ranch stylos:
home {a valued difforently than a™:
colental, :

Neighbors might find discrep-
ancics on how their properties are |
valued evon though they have the -
same square footage. “They're not -
mammoth,” Sailer sald, “but they "
seem to bother some people” :

Cries for roform are seconded -

uses a yeer stud;

Y
actunl sales prices from the previ-
ous year.
If there were few sales, they are
adjusted to other arcas with slmi-

a
dlpped
*81 to $114,185 in *2.

But that's misleading, accord-

family d
slightly from $115,393 in

tri-level and colonial, and also
gives more wolght to some addi-
tions such as swimming pools.

“You could be right next door
to a property that hed a much
lower ngscesment,” Babb said.
“The way they (state) look at
swimming pools is that it would
cost, say $20,000 to build a nlce
concrete pool. They figure that
into the assessment even though
you could never get that much
back if you sold the property.”

:Babb said the adjustment to
the new state appraisal system
would be mast noticeable this
year. After that, rates should be

more conslatent. for each neigh-
borheod.

Bobh said he expects the major-
ity of tax payers going in front of
the board of review to be there be-
cause of the new state system.
The best way to decide if an as.
sessment is out of line is to look
at market value, not your nelgh-
bor's nasessment.

“Thia is a state-mandated sys-
tem,” he said. “We have nothing
to do with that. I don’t get a kick
out of ralslng asseaaments. But
the bottom line is: Docs this re-
flect 60 percent of market value?”

The average market value of a

[ Thursday, Feb. 11, 1992+ 13 & 6-8 p.m. %

home in Formington Hills is
about $140,000, Babb said. At 6-7
percent of tho $70,000 asscssed
value (% of market value), the
property owner would pay from
34,200-84,900 In property taxes
per year.

But those home ownors who
could see higher assessments are
those with houses selling at less
than $100,000,

“These homes are more afford-
sble,” he said. “So they'll sell
even during a recession.”

Babb also said houses in the-

$100,000-8160,000 range have also
sold well,

“These are ‘sccond-stage
homes,’ "' he said. “People with
chlldren who have outgrown thelr
firat house look to buy in this
range.”

But luxury houses — priced at

$400,00 and nbova — and condo-
miniums have not sold well over
the past year, he said.

“In a strong cconomic year, you
have people in corporate jobs
transferring and people willlng to
invest in that type of property,”
he said. “But in a recession, peo-
ple are trying to hang onto their
Jjobs. They are not e likely to be
moved or promoted and they are
not golng to invest in something if
they're worrled about thelr job.”

Farmington Hills nsscasments
will be mailed out beginning Feb.
26. Residents can call the assea-
sor's office at 473.9584 if they
have questions. Boards of review
are acheduled for March 8.9, from
9 am, to 6 p.m. and March 10
from 1.9 p.m. -

“We'lt add days a8 needed,”
Babb said.

larp Most homes aro as-
scssed In average condition, al-
though whether it's in bad or ex-
cellent is sometimes factored in.

by the :
“Ono thing I'm preaching [s it's
not just property tax reform, it'a :
school financlng reform,” Saller-
sald, “The two hava to bo tied to-
gother. Governor Engler doesn't:
seom to roallze this. He's looking:
for some quick solution to esy :
he's lowerlng property tax." -

Got a problem with your as-
sesomont? Don't make a date
with the board of reviow just

yet.

Both Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills asscssors recom-
mend residents come to clty
hall first if they have specific
questions. .

Thoro, people can check tho
description of the property.
‘They can also cxamine sales in
the arca to seo how thoy com-

Review board to hear
assessment appeals

appeals 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon.
day, March 8; 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Tuesday, March §; 1.9 pm.
Wednesday, March 10. Ap-
pointmenta will be accepted
March 1 through March 10,
Maoil-in appeals must be
recojved by March 10,

This year, Farmington Hills
will have two panels, Hills as-
gessor Dean Babb sald his off-
ico recoives 1,300 to 1,400
appeals a year.

A now syatem,

pare with othor neighborh

That way some discrepan-
cies can bo corrected, 1f not
satisfied, though, peoplo can at
least better propare thelr case
for the board of roview,

In Farmington, residents can
take their disputes before tho
board 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday,
March 8, and 29 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 10,

in Farmington Hills, tho
board of roview will hear

which will cause variances in
the same neighborhood, could
bring in more people this year.

In Farmington, aesessor
John Sailer expects some
appeals with a 9-percent in-
Crease,

“I'm not suro how much of a
reaction we'ra going to get at
the board of roview this year,”
Saller said. “Hopefully, wo're
ready.”

S. Accredited

12925 Fenton Rd.
Redford, MI 48239
(313) 537-8688

Gifted Program
« Ages 4-13 « Small Classes
* Divt Curriculum » Experiental Focus

+ Financial Aid

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER n
also avallable year-round for
any child aged 2¥2-5

Open to il regantless of race, color, atianal or ctbnl¢ asigin
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« Heart of Truffles
« small Heart Cakes
Miniature Pastrles
pleinicd K

d Cookles

Now accepfing orders for our award winning wedding
cakes for your Spring, Summef, of Fall wedding.

¥ The Pastry Palace

26109 Novl Rd. » Novl

380-2810

(Across from Novl Town Canter)
M-F 8¢ Sat, 85

PPIPIPIIIVIVIVYY

short, or unnatural app:

accepted.

Gen for

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE WITH YOUR DENTURES?

gh 1am a general dentist, not a

wearers and their problems for over 20
years, I may be able to help you, if you
have any of the following problems:
looseness, sore spots, poor lower ridge,
sometimes even no lower ridge,
“floating” lower denture, incorvect bite,
inability to eat properly, tecth too
carunce.

No charge for consultntion, VISA,
MasterCard, and most insurance

WEARERS

denture

and adults, 1 4

and partial deatures.

x-rays, filllngs, cosmetic bondiog, extractions, crowns, bridges.

MANUEL J. KANER, D.D.S., P.C.
29911 Wost Six Mije Rd. {Just W, of Middiobeit Rd.) 1n Livonla
261-4320

trink show

®

You are
cordially
invited to an
exciting Trunk
Showing of

swimwear by
representative
Barry Rosen.

Wednesday, February 10th 1 pm to 6 pm.

@@ Reslynis Irtimete Apparel

WHERE T0 CATCH
YOUR NEIGHBORS
HIINNI'IEB ARDUND.

FARMIKGTORHILLS 661-9958
PLYMOUTH 661-9958
CANTON 4161348
Blbylltlln'?“ IY”I:‘I‘:EID at most
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Stari nytimel
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Unilmltod Jazzorcise
Gnly ‘6%/waok
Bassd 00 8 6 wk. sncoliment,
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It is Illegal for

Agencies and
Other Creditors
to Harass You

We recently obtained the largest known
settlement in Michigan fora
harassed debtor against a collection agency

Collection

Over Your

Delinquent

Consumer
Debts.

(313) 2589499

| For a free conuliation call

1

Irery Mandey 89 2.

Anomeyn and Counselors st Law
30800 Telegraph + Sulie 2980
Dlagham Farms, MI
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acupunciure, For further

Miches] T, , D.O.

STOP SMOKING WITH ACUPUNCTURE §
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tatpfus In treating many of modern
is one of them, NOW Ia tha time 1o make a changs and slop amoklng with
Information, CALL

NANKIN PROFEBSIONAL CUNIC, P.C.
.0. 7
20200 Vassar, Sutis 600, Livonla  *

477-7344%
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30336 Nine Mile
Farmington Hills

For New Clients Only ~ Now
+ Ladies Cut-n-Style
+ Mens Shampoo-n-Cut  Reg. 14*
« Perm w/Cut-n-Style

. [ease CA| 476-8870 for Appolntment

Umited time offer with coupon.
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$10%
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Reg 45> S40%

4 ()!Ifl
NOWTS

L

(e

February 12

h, 13th & 14th

55,000 Square Foot Megaplex Entertalnment Center
*

*

+ IN-LINE BKATING ¢ Rollet Nookeg « 18 Hols Minlaturo Golf

« Dosjay + 30°s Styled Diner » Nursory « LASER LIGHT SHOW

Video Arcado & FPrize Redsmption Contor < Pre Shop &
.Rolferblade, Produa

10ds Bihday, Graduation,

Relirement, Holiday,

Thome Parly, or Private Pary,
US BLADES con tum any
occasion Inlo a
one-of-a-kind celebrationl

Out Of Mhis World,
But So Cicse To Home...

5700 Drake-Road

dquipment Reatal Arec, Featvriag

hether you're toaking 1o foss a
Bar or Bot Mittvah, Annlversary,

U.S. BLADES *

(Bot. Maple & Wainut Loke Rd)
(343) 661-4200
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