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‘A Ride Eddie Won’t F orget’

By W.W. EDGAR

It was late last Saturday
afternodn when the phone
rang and the voice on the other
end of the line said, very
calmly,--

**You'll be shocked to learn
that your old friend, Gar
Wood, just died in Florida.”

Shocked!

That doesn't half describe
the feeling that came over The
Stroller, who was planning to
spend a few hours with the
*‘0ld Gray Fox of Algonac,” at
the testimonial dinner being
planned in his honor_at the
Detroit Yacht Club.

Fora moment or two all was
quiet, then the voice of Paul
Carey, of the WJR sports
staff, broke the silence with,
“Tknow that will revive many
memories for you of the days
when Gar was the world's
speedboat king and you were
at his side most of the time.”-

Yes, through the shock of
the sad news, came many
memories of the wildest days
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the Detroit River ‘ever has
known-and the greatest thrill
Tever enjoyed along the sports
trail.

The big thrill came one
morning in 1933 in Algonac
when Gar and his mechanic,
Orlin Johnson, had just set the
world record of 124.85 miles an
hour and we were gathered in
the boat house to congratulate
him.

“How did it feel to know that
you were going faster than
any man ever had traveled on
water?” The Stroller asked.

““You think that would make
a good story?” he shot back
with a smile,

Told that it would, he looked
at Johnson, his mechanic and
winked,

Before he realized what was
happening, The Stroller was in
white coveralls with a hood
over his head and Gar said-
“We’re going to take you for a
ride. Whatever your feelings
are will be the same as we

a

What a ride! Up over the
measured mile until the
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124.85 miles an Hour—At that
moment The Stroller became
the sixth man in the world to

- travel that fast on water.

That was a thrill that never
will be forgotten.

Butindeath, Gar will revive
the memory of the greatest
naval baltle on the Great
Lakes since Admiral Perry
made his historic remark at
the Battle of Lake Erie.

It came on the afternoon of
Labor Day in 1831 when close
to a million persons lined the
shores to see him beat Kaye
Don, the British challenger,
over the line to cause his
disqualification and then
upset him on the turn at Belle
Isle bridge to keep the Harm-
sworth Trophy in America.

You won't find this battle
recorded in the standard
history books in our schools,
but, at the time, in 1931, the
details were on the sports and
editorial pages around the
world.

Never did a sports event
cause such a furor, and all
because in his moment of

m’s  triumph Gar stated *“The good
and that was the record speed. old Yankee trick did it!"’
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that even the diplomatic
forces of the two countries
were brought into play and the
one big question of the day
was “Did Gar trick him
deliberately?"

Back in those days The
Stroller wore' the cap of an
admiral as the speedboat
editor on the staff of the
Detroit Free Press and was as
close to Gar as one could get.

Gar had  successfully

defended the trophy in 1929
and 1930 against the challenge
of Miss Betty Carstairs, of
England, and now was con-

IT WAS BACK in the days when Gar Wood, the famed Detroit sports-
man who died earlier in the week, was reaching the heights in speedboat
racing that Eddie Edgar. then a sports writer for a metropolitan daily, went
for a ride with Gar {left) and Orlin Johnson in the world's fastest boat. Our
Eddie recalls the ride and his experiences with Wood. He was slated to
renew friendships with Gar in a special recognition dinner Friday--Gar died
Monday. This picture is a much valued memento in Eddie’s collection.

Birmingham Takes Duel

By STEVE STEIN

A two-run outburst in the
sixth inning by Birmingham
Geakes spoiled a good pit-
ching performance by the
Lathrup Lions’ Andy Barak
who lost 2-1.

Barak allowed only the two
runs in the sixth inning on a
walk, a double, and an infield
hit.

Lathrup scored its run in the
fourth when Bruce Ruhl, who
will be a junior next year at
Southfield Lathrup, was safe
on a fielder's choice, and stole
second base.

Ted Harper, who led the
Lathrup attack with two hits

_in three at bats, singled Ruhl

home to give the Lions the
-lead.

‘The loss dropped Lathrup’s
season record to 3-3, but it
sfaces tough Bloomfield

fronted by a third British
challenge that was considered
more formidable with Kaye
Don at the wheel.

Well does The Strollef recall
the morning we gathered,
along with Gar, to watclr the
unloading of the British boat
at the Canadian dock.

As he watched the crane lift
the boat, Gar took a second
look. With his sharp eye he
noted something that most of
us overlooked.- “I'm surprised
they (the British) would send
over a boat like that, A
wash would upset if

We had reason to remember
those words a few days later.

Both sides of the Detroit
river were banked solidly with
spectators on the Saturday
prior to Labor Day when the
starting gun sounded and the
crowd. was treated to
something it never had seen
before — a challenger leading
Gar over the finish line, in a
best of three beats.

The great Gar had been
defeated for the first time.

So, there was stark drama
along the river on the af-
ternoon of Labor Day. The
eyes of the world were turned
on the Detroit River for the
second beat.

An hour before ‘the race,
with many, visioning his
defeat, Gar was asked if he
‘would report back to the dock.
They even had the Harm-
sworth Trophy at the judges
stand ready to give to the
‘winner. -

“What makes you think I'Il
be back?” Gar asked. “You
think we're going to get licked,
t00?" Then he smiled.

Tension grew worse as race
time neared. Then, about 15
minutes before time for the

Thursday on the home field at
Southfield Lathrup High
School.

starting gun the phone rang in
the judges booth,

“It’s’ Gar,” the judges
reported, “He's found a leak
in the gas tank and wants an
hour postponement.”

The word was passed along
to Don, who was seated in
his boat at the starting line.

“No postponement,” Don
answered, “‘He’s got two boats
to my one. Let him race with
the other.”

‘“Okay,” Gar shouted and
you could hear his scream
over the phone."Tell him we'll
be there and we'll be on time.”

As the second hand on the
big clock neared the hour of 5
o'clock, there came-a white
streak out of the east.

It was Gar with Miss
America IX; and Orlin
Johnson, his mechanie,
streaking for the line. Tur-
moil reigned and Don, not
bothering to note the time,
also shot for the line, Both
were over the starting line and
well on their way when the gun
sounded.

““They're both disqualified,”
the judges shouted.

But before their words could

recorded, there was a roar
and a splash at the Belle Isle
turn,

Gar cut across Don's boat,
throwing a Heavy wash (and
just as he predicted) the
challenger upset, while Gar’s
brother, George, went on to
winithe heat.

Gar and America kept the
trophy, but it was a matter of
international concern for

ys.

That's what  they’ll be
reliving through the pall of
gloom .at the Detroit Yacht
Club and at Algonac where the
*‘0ld Gray Fox™ will be laid in
final resting place.

In the first meeting be-
tween, Bloomfield ripped the
Lions, 11-0.
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