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Bridges to coach Falcons
3 armington High School has selected one of
: its own to replace longtime boys cross coun-
. try and track coach Jerry Young, who retired
lnat year after 27 sensons,
—— Chip Bridges, a lifelong Farm-
Ingron resident und 165 gradu-
ate of Farmington High, will ns-
sume both roles beginning with
the upcoming spring scason. He
will be an assistant to Dave
Cntherman in track, working
with the distance runners, hur-
dlers and jumpers,
v "T;:;B l;' the j(ot: ll'va nlwiyhs
wanted,” ho said. *I'll work hard
.t'f""’ Bridges to keep up the tradition.”
"’ The 28-year-old Bridges, who teachca at Eagle
Elementary School, played golf and was a member
of two Farmington teams that qualified for the
state finals, He also ran track and competed in
every event from 400 meters and up,

Bridges became o more serious runner after high
school and developed an interest in crosa country
while a student at Central Michigan University.

He trained with the CMU cross country team
and served ns team manager in that sport and
track, learning the technical aspecta from coaches
‘Whalt Drenth and Jim Knapp.

“They gave me a lot of reaponaibility as far ne
keeping teack of workouts, running meets and
helping with the recruiting,” Bridges said.

] learned an awful lot and gained on apprecia-
tion for the spart {croas country). I found I enjoyed
crosa country, and I wish I had run in high school
because I probably would have been protty good.”

Bridges coached cross country at Power Middle
School in 1330 and was an assistant in boys track
for two years at North Farmington, He was a vol-
unteer assistant with the Farmington boys and
girls track teams last year.

“ know the kids and parents well, so it will be
an casy transition,” Bridges said. “I'll take the
good things from Walt, Jerry and the others and
run with it, i

“I'm protty conservative ns far as mileage. I
want to train a kid far enough to Iet his natural
nbility take aver, so that when he's dono with high
school he's ready to go to the next level.”

Bandits fill soccer squad
he Farmington Bandita under-14 boya se-
lect Boccer team has announced its roster
for the spring season.

The players are Tony Claramitaro, Dante Del-
pizzo, Brendan Fay, Jeff Gandolfo, Chad Goshorn,
1an Gray, Jason Grossbart, Chris Hart, Sagar Jan-
vojs, Tony Juncaj, Juke Lawrence, Paul Mitchell,
Shane Patterson, Travis Schrowe, Greg Thuraam,

. David Viane and Phil Wantin.

“We added a coupls of new players this season,”

Bandita conch Tom Faro said., “Their efforts and

" those of the other team members during the in-
door scssions should prove to be valuable as we
prepare for our outdoor season.™

RU spiker to Madonna.
edford Union's Kelly McCousland, a 5
foot-10 middle-hitter from Redford Union,
plans to sign a letter of intent to play vol-

loyboll at Madonna University.

MeCausland, who carriea a 3.2 grade-polint aver-
age, becomes conch Jerry Abraham's second re-
cruit for the 1993 season. She joins Livonta Ste-
venson’s Julie Martin.

The RU apiker averages nine kilis and four
blocks per match,

“Kelly ia just starting to come into her own,”
Abraham said. “Sha gives ua another threat at tho
net as an attacker and o blocker,

“We really like to get local kids and we feel Kel-
1y and Julie are two of the best in the area.”

Holmes wins scholarship
K olly Holmes, a senior at Plymouth Canton

High School, has won the Michigan High
School Athletic Association Scholar-Ath-
lete Award in the sport of softball.

Tho MHSAA and Farm Buresu Insurance give

-0 $1,000 collego scholarship to an athlete in every
sport the MHSAA eponsors o state tournament.
. Holmes and the other apring
) sports winners will bo honored at
halftimo of the Clasa B boya bas-
kotball final Saturday, March 27,
at the Palace of Auburn Hills.
Holmes, who earned threo var-
slty Jetters in basketball and will
earn a fourth this year in softball,
has a 4.055 grade point and iz a
two-year member of the National
Honor Society. She also is active
. In the German Club and tutors
clementary students in reading. -

Holmes, an ajl-stato pitcher, will sttend the
University of Michigan next year on a softball

-scholarship. .

_ She has compiled & 53-8 fecord and 635
strikeouts during her high school career. She led
.the Chiefs to a runner-up finish in the Cloas A
tournament last year. .

“Sports have enhanced many parts of my life,
most importantly my school work,” Holmes said,
nadding that balancing the two has helped her with
time management. -

] know I will have at least two hours of practice
or a gamo that night, so I always sit down and do

study habits . . . I have been able to schedule
time for everything and be auccessful in school.”
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my homework right away. By forming these good , .

= North Farmington did it
again Friday, surviving a must-
win situation to qualify for the
Western Lakes basketball
playoffs.
By DAN O'MEARA
STAY? WRITER

1t was 1ot surpris-
ing North Farming-
ton's boys basket-
¢f ball won its lest
league game Fridny
night, given ita track
record in auch do-or-

dle situntions.

For the third time in six scasons,
the Ralders needed a victory in thelr
final Western Lakes Activities Asso-
clation game to make the playoffs and
came through with a clutch victory,
68-62. ‘

This time the opponcnt was city ri-
val and hest Farmington, which
would have qualified instead of the
Raiders if it had won.

“It’s just nice to get into the
playoffs,” North coach Tom Negoshi-
an said. "It gives you a chance. If
you're in the playoffs, you have a
chance to win the champlonship. No
question the edds are stacked against
us, but we're there,”

With seven of the cight playoff
berths determined before Friday, the
Raiders and Falcons played for the fi-
nat spot.

North finished 5.6 in the WLAA
and moved ahead of Walled Lake
Western 8s the No. 7 seed. The Raid-
ers (7-10) wil play at No, 2 Plymouth
Salem in the first round Friday.

Farmington ended 3-8 and ninth.
The Falcons (6-11) will play a round-
‘robin schedule ogainst the three
Livonia schools and will be hoat to
Franklin on Friday,

The Raiders faced the samo situn-
tion In their last WLAA gome two
years ngo and upset Farmington HHIE

Clutch win puts North in playoffs

Harrison 57-56. They wer |
by eventusl champ Salem in the first
round. co

BY NEAL ZIPSER
Starr WRITER

Plymouth Canton Interim basket-
ball coach Chnrlie Paye was well
aware of the dramatic comebacks
staged by Fammington Hills Harrison
this season.

He was nlso aware of the henrt.
brenking fourth-quarter collapses his
squad has had this scason.

But the Chiels held on to defeat the
visiting Hawks 70-62 Friday and gain
some valuable momentum heading
into the Western Lakes Activitics As-
sociation playoffs.

“(The Harrlson comcbacks and
Canton collapses) was something we
discussed going into the game and at
the start of the fourth quarter,” Paye
soid. “We kept the team thinking
about it, and tonight I think we

:Passing gradé: North Farmington earned ¢ WLAA playoff bert
Sce RAIDERS, 2C  Ward (above) dribbles to an open spot, while Jason Jack

Hawks stumble in game with Chiefs

. played smarter toward the end of the

game. .

The victory also gave Canton the
league’s Western Division title, Har-
rison will gt a shot at revenge Friday
when it hosts the Chiefs in the first
round of the WLAA playoffs.

Canton finished 4-1 in the division
and 6-5 in the league, Harrison 3.2
and 83, The Chiefs improved to 7-10
overall; the Hawks are 89,

Coming off close losses to North-
ville (62-60) and Plymouth Salem
(67-61) in overtime -— both due to
late collopses — the Chiefs found

* themselves fighting off the comeback

kids from Harrison. thraughout the
fourth quarter, .

“It was n big win for us after two
tough loases,” Paye said, “We beat o
vary good team tonight — a team that

h by beating Farmington. Chris
ds for the Fal

ol
7

will finish third In the conference.
This will help the team's confidence.
“Pecople will be aware of us now,
but no one will expect us to win the
league playoffs, Walled Lake Central,
Salem and aro the favori

the game with two three-pointers and
a poir of free throws, poced the
Hawks with 21 points. Keye Smith
ndded 16 while Aaron Weiss came off
the bench to net 13,

but we have a chance if we play like
we are capable of playing.”

Senior center Owen Crosby led the
Chiefs with 20 points, Brad Paskiov-
itch and Ted Docks scored 15 and 12
points, reapectively, for Canton.

“It's n very big win for us, consider-
ing the year we've had and the adver-
aity we've gone through,” Crosby said.
“I think this win will show other
tcams we can play and they'll look
out forus,” .

Senior Ryan Cahill, who kept the
Hawks within striking range late in

By BILL PARKER
BTAFF WRITER

Mo say the Marline were cogerly
awaiting Thursday’s regional skl
mect at Mount Brighton is like say.
ing priests pray. They couldn't wait
to get on the slopes. ‘

After finlshing second in the divi-
slon, Farmington Hills Mercy failed
to qualify for the league meet, end
that fact had been gnawing away at
tho Marline,

But they red: d th 1

H coach Mike Teachman
wasn't the officials’ top fon after the
game, One questionable call in partic-
ular will stay on the minds of many
Harrison fans,

With 3:08 remuining and Canton
clinging to a 60-51 lead, Hatrison's
Calvin Pruitt was called for charging
as he barreled over Crosby. As Pruitt
leaned over to help Crasby get up, the
Fur:.irm.- whistled Pruitt for a technical
oul.
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Gable leads Mercy into ski finals

are not members of the top two teams
all quallfy for the atate meet.

On a frigid day in which a atinging
wind plunged the wind chill tempera-
ture to 23-degrees below zero, Mercy
sophomare Niki Gable burned up the
gates while dominating both the giant
slalom and the slatom races. In the
moming GS competition, Gable was
the anly racer to finish under 27 scc-

“onds.

She clocked a 26.41 on her first run
1 up the ch ionship b

Thursday by placing second at the
Michigan High School Athletic Asso-
clation Region II ski meet at Mount
Brighton and camning o trip to the
state finala Monday, March 1, at
Marquette Mountain.

] know it was close,” sald Mercy
coach Tom Gable, “Thoy were so dis-
appointed about not making it to
league, Al week long thoy kept saying
‘We should have been at league.’ This
takes the disappointment away; thoy
redecmed themselvés, Now we're all
headed to Marquette.”

Brighton won the 16-team competi-
tion with 70 points. Mercy was sec-
ond with 102 followed by Hartland
(133), Birmingham Marian (176), Bir-

PR SQeahol

(210), West

Ski champlon: Mercy sophomore Niki Gable won the individu-
- al title Thursday in the high school ski regional.

1

Bloomfield (245) and Fenton (249).
The top two teams and the top four
individual skiers from each race who

and wrapy

turning in a 26.23 on her second for a
combined time of 52.64. She was 2,71
seconds faster than second-place fin.
isher Kim Lambert of Hartland
(65.35).

“Her confidence level in the GS is
very strong,” Tom Gable said of his
daughter, “She's extremely focused,
and her intensity level is set with her
focus. She also works real hard at it.
She's on the alopea every day.” .

Gable was second (20.62) to Ma-
rion's Kelly Cook (20.38) after the
first run in the slalom, But she rose
to the oceasion on her second run and
wrapped up the victory with a com-
bined time of 42.33. Cook finished
second (42.82).
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