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Lawn spray

his is suburbia. Subusbanites like their
H lawns growing green and weed-free.
Of course, many Jack the time or incli-
. nation to make them so. Enter tho lawn
care business, a growthindustry if ever thore
was one in places like Farmington Hills.
Their tank trucks, often with green and white
paint schemes, are as familiar a sight in our
- subdivisions as tho mini-van or the 10-specd.
For a feo, thoy'll spray and spray and spray
some more from those tankers ao that suburban
homeowners never have to know the heartbreak
(or backacho) of crabgrass or other botanic ago-
nies. -
But just what is it these people are pumping
onto our lawns and into our lives, and how will
it affect people and animals?
Troubli tons . . . especially aftera
gton Hills resid: lained aboiit
routine chemical spraying at a recent city coun-
cil meeting. Masha Silver said she still suffers
from being drenched with misapplicd lawn
chemicals.
Algo at the meeting, resident Joe Derek, a
ber of the city's b ficati i
called tho uac of lawn chemicala “ignorant and
| unpecessary.””
The story appeared on pago 4 of last Mon.
- day's Farmington Observer.
A Hills citizens committeo recommended
that the city follow state guidelines on lawn
“ch inl applications and regulation. Silver
and others countered that state doesn't go for
enough in protecting citizens,

ichigan’s state parks system, once sec-
M ond to none, is slipping. Unless steps
are taken soon, some of the stato’s
most beautiful areas — and perhaps its most
i — could be unalterably dam-

aged.

The system includes developed parks and
ruatic recrention arcas. In 1980 the state paid 70
porcent of thelr operating cost, Since then, the
state has shifted tho burden to user fees, now a
hefty 80 percent of the budget. Tho state puts
up only $5.6 million of the parks’ $28 million
budget. -

Daily vehicle entrance fees have gone from $2
in 1980 to $3.60; annual permit fees, from $7 to
$18; and camping fees, from $2-$6 to $6-314.
Both Republicans and Democrats in the Legia-
lature and the executive office are to blame.

As fees soar, however, visitors get less for
their money, The parks division has lost nearly
a third of its staff, 25 rustic campsites face clo-
suro as they are neglected into oblivion, and
‘many park roads are blocked to winter uso be-
causa there is no staff to plow them.

‘There are no statistics, but any visitor can
sco damage by erosion, off-road vehicles, poach-
ers and vandala.

There is talk of “privatizing” some state
parks. Privato campgrounds and theme parks
are part of the state's recreation picture, but
busineases must turn a dollar at every opportu-
nity. Businesa can’t replaco government as pro-
tector of a natural resotirce,

-.. Although parks aren't primarily an economic
resource, they do generate $100 million to near-
by grocers, gas stations, restaurants and tourist
attractions.

People should know dangers

H If the people who ran lawn care
weore smart, they'd rogulate them-
seolves to the point where the gov-
ernment might not have to step
In. At the vary least, they'd rocog-
nize that a prablem does exlst
and cooperate with authorities.
That moans they’d clean up thelr
own Industry by keeplng accurate
rel::ords of what Is sprayed and
where. .

We'ro not saying that tho city should have its
own spraying ordinance. But we do feel it's time
something is done nbout keeping closer tabs on
the lawn care industry. If that means regulation
by the state or county, so ba it.

Actually, if the people who ran lawn care were
smart, they'd regulate themselves to the point
whoro tho government might not have to step in,
At tho very least, thoy'd recognize that a prob-
lem does exist and cooperato with authoritics.

That means they'd clean up their own indus-
try by keeping accurate records of what is
aprayed and where, Both government and in-
dustry need to educate the public to the dangers
of these chemicals. .

And, knowing the dangers, perhaps the public
shouldn't demand such perfect lnwns. . . not
through chemistry, anyway.

Make park assets a priority

@ In 1980 the state pald 70 per-
cent of thelr operating cost.
Since then, the state has shifted
the burden to user fees, now a
hefty 80 percent of the budget.
The state puts up only $5.6 mlillon
of the parks’ $28 mllllon budget.

A Citizens Committee on Parks, spearheaded
by Michigan United Conservation Clubs, is of-
fering a ballot proposal: a one-cent increase in
the sales tax for one year, The $700 million rev-
enue would be invested to preduce $15 million
income annually for the parks. That would bea
steep, long-term increase in the parks budget
and could restore them to their former glory.

But let us be politically realistic. Other im-.
portant state obligations — scheols come to
mind — also are looking at ballot proposals, It's
poor policy to earmark special taxes for special
funds. It would be far better if our legialators
and the governor faced thoir obligation to pro-
tect the natural resources that our state parks
embody from the general fund budget.

1In 1872 the National Parka Service was creat-
od and opened Yellowstone National Park in
Wyoming, But land-hungry developers didn't go
away. And in 1916 the parks service served no-
tico that its policy would be “to conserve scen-
ery and the national and historic objects and
wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoy-
ment of the same in such manner and by such
means as will leave them unimpaired for future
gencrations.”

Michigan should do as much for its future
generations.

QUESTION:
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what children things.' should be han- counselors, They
. leam at home,’ Neal Rajdov | .dled at home.' could have
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L grounds.’
Frank Acosta
Famington Hilis

LETTERS

About the T-shirts

was appalled to see an grticle that
E appeared in tho Observor on Feb. 8 entitled
“Condom Fashions, an artist silk-screens
safe sex sayings.”

Sex and teenagers, an issue of great magni-
tude cannot be trivialized by funny sayings on a
T.shirt. The message to the teens ist Condoms
provided safe sex. Nothing could be farther from
the truth,

1

to leave behind a tangible reminder of the suc-
cess of the 125th celebration, and we did have
$7,000 left over to spend on something, so 1
didn't object.

How and when it became a brick behemoth
with a four-foot-wide clock face I do not know.

I strongly object to anything that would de-
tract from the 1890s feel of the area surrounding
the Masonic Temple. It is the only place in
town that pedestrians sit under the trees and
watch the world go by (certainly not on the
benches placed at curbside all over town).

Condoms reduce the risk of
transmitted disease (STD) when put on carly
and do not break or leak. Would any parent not
stop their child seeing him/her play a Russian
Roulette, knowing that there is only one bullet
in a magazine?

Would they say the chance that when he
pulls a trigger and gets shot is greatly reduced?
Some 10-20 percent of condoms fail because of
leakage (put on too late) or breakage.

1s the risk of getting AIDS, genital warts,
gonorrhen, syphilis or herpes not serious
enough to rethink one’s behavior?

1t is irresponsible for Mra, Kutinsky to mar-

1f they are looking for a place to erect o monu-
ment, look to the corner of Grand River and
Liberty. There is an cxpanse of lawn in front of
City Hall that isn’t used. It's far enough from
traffic that people might actually sit there to eat
their Baskin-Robbins or read a library book.

1t would help define where City Hall is. I
have to give directions to pussing motorists all
the time, our city hall is casy to miss from
Grand River.

Or don’t ercct a monument at all. Use the
money left over from the 125th celebration to
leave a more lasting monument to the history of

ket ial for our children that is
and can cost lives, Condoms are not safe sex.

It is equally i ible for the pap
to devote a half page of free advertising to Mrs.
Kutinsky. She is more interested in business
for herself rather than getting the true messogo
that needs to go out to our teens that the risk of
boing sexually active includes the risk of being
infected with AIDS and STD. .

The consequonces can bé very severe. We
need to sce stories in the paper about the teens
hat have STD or AIDS and how it changed
their lives,

— Assume personal control of your life. Deci-
sions you make now, have an impact on your
future, your life.

Mario Hoeflein, Farmington Hills

——————

Let's nix tower

m ot meadd my two cents to the ongeing
debate on the planned clock tower in
. front of tho Masonic Temple.

It's a debate that secms to be protty one-
gided. While I've talked with a lot of pcople who
don't care one way or the other, both regidents
"and city officials, 1 have yet to meet anyone who
thinks it's a great idea,

If I were going to spond $80,000 on a project
that will permanently chango the look of a
downtown monument, I would like to know that
1 have the community’s support. This project .
doosn't have it.

T was part of the 125th Anniversary Celcbra.
tion C i 1 ded the post-celebrati
committee mesting during which Shirley Rich-
ardson outlined plans for a $14,000 clock
mounted on an oversized lamp post.

It seomed 1ike a uscless, oxtravagant gift, but
harmless onough. [ could undorstand her desiro

STEVE BARNABY MANAGING EDITOR

Was the behavior worth the risk? Messages - -

Start a collego scholarship for history majors, '

nke additional imp to the Farmi
ton Historical Muscum. Help the Masons fin-
ish the restoration of the Masonic Temple —
the windows in the tower are still boarded up
for lack of funds. Purchase material for the His.
tory Room in the Farmington Library.

It may not be as visible, but theso gifts would
be a lot more useful than another clock display-
ing the wrong time. |

Laura Myers, Fermington

Need better PR

am so pleased that the Farmington Public

Safety Department wants to continue to

improve community relations programs (as
was reported in the Feb. 16 Observer).

It’s too bad that the Farmington Hills Police
Officers Association isn't equally |
about public relations,

For soveral years Farmington and Farmington
Hills reaidents have beon harassed and bullied
by the association’s phone ealls asking for
donations to its projects.

This year the association is asking for moncy
to print a booklet on drugs which will be dis-
tributed in the Farmington achools,

When I called the Farmington Hills police
chief to protest the abusive nature of the call,
the chief's office informed mo that it had no
control over tho union, and that the moncy
asked for was not for a drug booklet but a dona-
tion to tho union's political action committee,

‘The implied threat from the callers is that if
one doesn't donate, he or she doea not “support
the police” and that tho police could retalinte,

hCltlzens want to trust the police, not fear
them.

Janot Good, Farmington Hills
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