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eSEAUTo . Germany'a
7aLK Siemens Auto.
motive just set
up a scholar.
ship fund with
Oakland Uni-
versity that
combines an
englneering
degree with a
: yen!ri m; work
study abroad.
mggg This Is in-
——— " teresting for a
lot of reasons, eside from at
least one engineering school
u—ylng to olevate the image of
the average engincer ahove the
kind of kid who always wears
one of those plastic pen holders
in class,
* Slemens [a an old German
company that invenud the elec.

B Up to now, forolgn Ianguagos and over-
seas work-study have been, well, forelgn to
the education of most engincering types.

| Foreign companies are new |-
frontier for young engineers

tion of most engineering types.

It's an intriguing notion, an
the logical outcome of one of
those  trends that have been
shaping the suburban land-
scape for several decades now:
the growing number of forelgn-
owned research firms that have
been locating in the Detrolt
area.

Frankly, 1 have always
thought these were more or less
enclaves, where Black Forest
elves were working to maks new
windshield wipers and such.

The reality is that they em-
ploy far mors U 8. clﬁunn thu:

tric motor, or like
that, and has done pretty well
in electronic automotive com-
ponents everelnce.

Its U.S. headquarters and re-
search ‘center is in the office
park near Chrysler's new Au-
burn Hilla tech center, which is
probably why they chose Oak-
land Unlversity for thelr lar-
gess. But the main reason Sie-
mene’ offos caught my attention
was because of its obvious effort
to recruit young Amorican engi-
neeratowork ina multlnutlnnal
environment.

- Up to now, foreign languages
and averseas work-study have
been, well, forcign to the educa-

is they have been a llmmmt
carcer opportunity for young

. tune denies the reality of for-

To think that there will be
some ldnd {of [omlgn legion
of

SUBURBAN BUSINESS LEADERS

To submit materials to this col-
umn, please und a brief biograph-
summary along with.r: b!ack
and -white_photo, if Ppossible, to:
Busincss Editor, Observer
centric Nmtpapen. 36251 Sdloal-
craft, Livonia 48

The UNISYS board of directors
has elected Deborah C. Hopkins
vice prealdent and corporste con-
troller. She replaces Bill Rowan,
who was recently appointed chief
information officer for UNISYS

engi-
neering school graduates head-
ing offshore to make their for-

eign “trade” that up to now haa
been mainly a one-way street.
'l'b“ei carcer pugh lrt a forelgn-

tion was vice

whose most recent poai- .

AIA Michigan, & aodcty of the

hu announced its houd of direc-
tors for 1993, They

B Steve Vo(nl pronldnn: of
Schervish, Vogel, Merz P.C. In
Detroit, has been named presi-

dent;

B Eugeno Hopkins, a principal’
and founding pariner of Archi-
uctaPourInc_inAnnArbor.hu

medical malpractice. Abeska
cializes in cmployes rixhh [t
employee litigstion. .f\-

Michelle D. has bua‘q
promoted agency vice president na
the insurance agency JJ. O'Conﬂ
nell & Associates Inc. in Bh-min;:\
ham, Her. new position gives heg.;
the respansibility of office

ger in administration, personnal..
{nl and | lines in-

been named vice president/p
dent designate;

8 Lincoln Poley, of Lincoln Pu—
ley Architect in Ann Arbor, has

- business analysis brings to this

position a wide range of experi-
ence and successes in the finan.
cial arena. Hopkins is the daugh-
h;_r of Gretchen and Frank Hitch
of Birmingh

own
i{s going to be more difficult
than a comparable U.S. compa-
ny.

Still, it's the nature of kids to
head out and seek their fortune
wherever., Detroit has been at-
tracting people with a technical,
bent for most of the 20th centu.
ry, nnd it’s atill a Mecca for en-

engineering graduatea for years, Iu a blg world out tlwre, and
1y since the A the are
auto companies have been cut- In any case, it may be thnno-
ting back. day along with a college degree,
Although I don’t have the you need a passport.
statistics to back this up, I

think it is likely that the re-
search. labs operal by the
likes of Siemena, Nissan, ete. in
this area have created far more
new jobs in engineering than
the Big Three,

1 wnuld hesitate to say this is
the wave of.the future, since
most of these companies are
here because the U.S. market-
place has made them rich.

Dan McCosh is automotive
editor of Popular Science maga-
zine, If you have a comment,
question or suggestion concern-
ing Auto Talk, write to Dan
M , Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia, 48150, or you can call
him directly by dialing 953
2047, mail box number 1870, on
a touch-tone phone.

Dittfic h ‘ from Next page

In eddition to Hal and Harold
Dittrich, Hal’s cousin Randall
Dittrich (Robert Dittrich’s son),
Karen Dittrich (Hal's wife), Cin-
dy Danton {Karen'’s sister) and
vice president Steve Danton (Cin-
dy’'s husband) also work in the

store.

Hal Dittrich's mother Georgino
assists on the nales floor and song
Shawn and Jason work in the
store during the summer months.

As part of the family’s commit-
ment, cach garment sold at Dit-
trich furs is personally inspected
many times, and at least once by
a Dittrich.

Hal Dittrich, chicf executive of-
ficor and president, satd the com-
pany has changed dramatically
cven in the last 26 yesrs since he

‘] can remembor working here as a young
man and my grandfather taking me aslde on
tho first day, bringing me to the sales floor,
polnting at the door and saying, “‘You see that
door? When someone comes In that door, you
treat them llke they're coming into your own
living room.” Everybody who works here Is told

the same thing.’

Harold G. “Hal” Dittrich
chief executive officer, president
Dittrich Furs

“It’a become a much more reason-
able commodity."”
A fur is still a status symbol, he

has been actively invol

Fashion consciousncss has
changed the fur industry more
lhnn any other factor,

-~ When he atarted at Dittrich
Furs, fur fashions were very basic
when compared to today’s fash-
ions, he said. “Now, just about
every major fashion dcuixner, with
tho exception of two or three. Is
domg something with fur.”

F,nshlon, not status

Furs used to be a status sym-
, but now theoy've becomo more
of & fashion statement,” Dittrich
said.

Furs come in a variety of styles,
from casual to dress, colors, both
natural and dyed to colors, and in
o mix of different furs, he said.

Dittrich has one of tho largest
collection of furs in the country,
40 porcent of which arc mado by
famous deaigners. Another 10 per-
cent are designed and manufac-
tured in house, the remaining
stock are contracted with private
l(:lrms who manufecture furs for

im.

Fur availability and accessibili-
ty has also changed the industry.

6 MONTH CD*

ONEY. MARKET

@@%@

grnnu Im: many peopln are

at how | they
have beeome. Today, a fur can be
had for as little as $350,

“When 1 first started here, a fur
would cost $500; that $500 back
then was a lot more than $350 to-
day,” he said.

“My customer is anyane from
the factory worker to the school
teacher to the executivs of a large
company,” he said. “People will
walk tn In work boots and evening
dresses.”

One thing ho would like to
change about the industry — nnd
something he strives to do — ln

There's still plenty of room for
change. “Metropolitan Detroit's
fur market has a Jot of untapped
potential.”

Unlike New York or Chicago, a
fur is not a common sight in met-
ropolitan Detroit. Far more men
purchase furs in this aren as o
porcentage of a furricr’s custom-
ers.

A third substantial difference is
the scope of the fur industry. “To-
day, it's a worldwide industry.”

Mote than 90 percent of all furs
are sold in auctions organized by
fur ranchers.

“When I go to these auctions, |
have to compete with the Japa-
nese, tho Germans ]— it'’s not

ing in *

remove people’s
about buying a fur. *People feel
apprehensive  about comlnx in
here — they shouldn't.”

Some things in the industry
have alroady changed. The clien-
tele, for example, ia younger.
When he Jeined the buainess, the
typical buyer was a woman, eged
45 or older. Today, the majority of
fur buyers are women, between 35
and 45,

After purchasing tha pelts, he
haa them tanned and dressed by &
third party, before designing and
manufacturing the furs in house.

The quality of fur has also
greatly improved, he said, adding
furs from U.S. ranchers are par-
ticularly exceptional. U.S. ranch-
ers have combined technology and
genealogy resulting in a higher
quality pelt.

When you bring in
your own cellular
phone and sign-up
with any of the
many eligible

service plans with
Ameritech Mobile.

AN WMollnd

been nam

® Graham Dickens, an associste
of 8mith, Hinchman & Grylis As-
nociates Inc. in' Detroit bas been
named treasurer.

In addition, directors for the
AIA Michigan's Detroit chapter
are: Wut Bloomﬁeld resident
Dantel of Louis G.

Murphy of Cantury 21 Town and
Country in Bi were re-

Redstone Anocilun Inc. in

cently recognized as being among
the top producing sales

surance.

G. Aotha

ik

ny Jankowski of*

" Parmington Hills has joined d\e.~

staff of Bloomfield Hills-based
First Security Savings Bank as &"'

senior loan officer. He is responsi:

ble for residential loan nnpml-,"
tion. Jankowski was previously 4'i
loan officer with Source One and:!
a realtor with Thompson-Brown.

Papl Zimmerman of Southa.
ﬁeld l:n been pmmomd to viot:1
director q.tu.

Tisoo of
‘Tiseo & Associates in F
Hills; and Bl gham resident

in the Century 21 Meu-o Brokers
une

Also recognized for their sales
ubimmmu are: Ear]l Roberts,
Young, Cindy Jacob.

Roseann Nestico of

Century 21 Town and Country in
: Michael and Lu-
l?-rdnl.l Century. 21 Town
ud Country in Birmingham;
Caral French, Pat Smart and
Dlane Sandler of Century 21
Town and Country in Rochester;
C Smith of Century 21
Palazzolo & Travis in Troy; Rox-
anne Tarantino of Ccnr.ury 21

Robert Ziegelman of Lucken-

- huhlZlagelmm in Birmingham,

Attorneys Sum G. Morgan,
Deavid J. Shea, Carl B, Down-
ing, Kenneth Watking and Gary
E. Abeska have becoms associat-
od with Sommz'u. Schwaxtz. Sil-

IMP, a wholly-owned uuhnldury
of D'Arcy Masius
Bowln/B!nomﬁeld
(DMB&B/BH)., oo
In his new position, Zimrje
man ia responaible for all' n("
IMP's events marketing, heading
up creative for the Isuzu accotnt”
:wall es investigating sdditional,y
fent.

ver&

Morgan practices '!xtmslvely in
the areas of employment and
commercial litigation. Shea spe-
clalizes in personal Injury, prod-
uct liability and mass tort litiga-
tion. Downing practices in the
area of appellate law, Watkins
specializes in personel injury and

Source One Mortgage Sem
Corp. in Farmington Hills
named Mark Janssen as senior
vice/president of financiel ope:
tions. He is responsible for the'|
nancial operations of the compi
ny.

Town and Countyy in

Mary Messingschlagher, Jolio
Levine and Mark Warren of
Century 21 Today in Farmington.

GOVTBOX*C.C. $1°
U.S. Gold Coing H
*Sail Where the Dealers Salt”

EYE OPENER

COFFEE .
CLUB

BUY 6 CUPS (ANY SIZE)
GET THE 7TH FREE

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

——

WE SELL ‘

MERICAN, Monev
EXPRESS

Crders

BUY ONE * GET ONE

FREE

TOTINO'S COMBO 10.5 02.
or PEPPERONI 10.2 0Z.

PARTY PIZZA
2 ror$2.29

INVESTMENT &

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Michae! H. Delap, C.P.A.

Stockbroker
Reglstered Investment Advisor
{25 years financlal &
investment experience}
Family Financial/Tax
Planning—IRA’s,
Retirement Plans, College Funds,
Discount Brokerage Services
Securities thru
Quest Capital Strategies
{213) 363-2548
FREE INVESTMENT NEWSLETTER

‘THREE THINGS YOU SHOULD AVOID AT
AuLcost! Ask Boa STery

ADDmONSKTCHENS BATHS
Reonzg 1 Ouero Co. Snce 1965,

e S S e e

« Kitchen and bath cabinsts.
« 24 styles 1o choose from.
« 4 species of woods, OAK, ASH, HICKQRY,

MAPLE.

prices!

« Whita raised panel, todays hottost style!

«1 aminates — European styling at affordabla

LIVITED TIME GFFER

March 1 through March 21, 1933

I Lty Cormpouniod Morely Call for details. KEEBLER
N or EriT A
Sterling Purchasa A New Molorola Phone ﬁr’""‘"“" PI1ZZAREAS ] |
Reg. comnumumm: ki
‘;: 199 ror o A9° R ALL FLAVORS { - Dillman & Upton
H 607 Woodward
4 BES || o RECEIE 1007 FREE AIRTIME CREDIT Gl o fomheair
m vonia - -
646-8707 462.0788 atstason coves extra) Call For Datadls, 6.5 0Z. 313-65
Clawson Southileld OO ’
435-2840 355-2400 O O COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY g . o
Dearborn Wateriord 00 Micngans Largest Collutar Phona Doater _.' dﬂlmmﬂ!‘ L K
274-3030 674-4 B"U‘: 24350 Capdol Ava . Redlord, MI 46239 {313) 534-9350 oo — o B H
Gui Pointo W. Bloomiie Roalidd
18622080148 5555644 e s
N j N . f i

i « Futura Custom Kltchens, Inc.
5700 E. gight Mile Rd.

« Kltchen Top Shop

31150 W. 8 Mile Rd.
Farmington Hills
313-477-1515



