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ART ON THE EDGE

H ‘WILLIAM HANSEN

Onsllk: Harris Wiltsher creates his silk
screen images in the print-making stu-
dios of the Cranbrook Academy of Art.

His artwork
conveys black
experiences

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BPECIAL WRITZR

Print artist Harrls Wiltsher II combines paint-
ing, drowing, photography and collage in richly
colored silk screens that focus on Afrocentric
themes, Gold minera in Africa, a Masssi-warrior,
police beatings in America's streets, or a'mother
and child, the Images aim to educate and atimu-

ate.

“They’re a balance of educational, political and/
or cultural experiences,” said the master of fine
arts candidate in an interview at his Cranbrook
Acadorhy of Ast studio, “I will do things that aro
relativé to what's happening now like with Nelson
.|\ Mandeln. Yeah, he's released but what's different

now? Him being one person can't change it by
himself."
- In on artist’s statement by the Southfield print
! maker, he says, ho hopea that his “work will be an
; insightful and thought provoking window for tho
1 audlonco to view the black experience.”
i Jewel-tone colors like rubles and emeralds shine
! in the slik screen, “Mother of Civilization.” The
. Tt

impredsionistic portralt of a i

8 DC Talk thinks people are

tired of the plastic MTV atti-

tude. They aim to be the cut-

ting edge and a step shead

with thelr rap music. And

these three perfectionists are

accomplishing that.

By CHRISTINA Fuoco

BTAFY WRITZR

DC Talk {s into

surprising people.
“This is K-Max

from DC Talk,”

one of the members
began a recent in-

Aftor a quick scan of the bio,
there’s no “K-Max" in tho band.

“Kovin Max" ho said.

‘Well, there's a Kevin Smith?

“0Oh, yeah. K-Max ia my nick-
name. Max is my middle name.
Kind of sounds like a store, huh?”
he said with a laugh,

“Jt'a meant to throw peoplo off,”
sald Smith, a Grand Raplds native.

Not only does his nickname throw
people off, 80 does the label “Chris-
tian rapper” which is often pleced
on his band. The group's music is
fun yet hard rap with a positive not
preachy message.

However, Smith sald that with
the recent release of “Free at Last”
the group will finally be recognized
as marketable rappera.

“We've been on Christian radio
format for no reason. We're just as
fast or faster than PE (Public Ene-
my),” added Smith who will perform
atong with fellow DC Taliers Toby
McKeehan and Michael Tait at The
Palace of Aubumn Hills on Friday.
“Thia album i{s gonna ckange every-
thing. This album has four or five
strong singles.

“Qur record company and man-
sgement is gonna see o it that we
make a push for radio, We just want
to appeal to a broader audience.”

That would appeal to DC Talk —
“We want to perform the great com-
miasion which is taking our mission
to a greater audience. We're not sell-
ingagt our roots which is talking to

Meanwhile, DC Talk is keeping
thelr inspiration in mind while
trying to collect a broader audience.
They’re not into “selling out.” They
inslat on keeping with thelr beliefs.
For cxample, one of their tracks, “1
Don't Want It,” parodies off George
Mlcl’mel's hit "I Want Your Sex,”

‘|. captures the essence of life’s meaning and Witsh-
or's art.

“All of my work has a lat of
color in it, but it doesn't take
precedence over it,” Wiltsher
said. “In this print, I'm put.

pecially African-American
§] women, what thoy give tothe
y| community.” i

Wiltsher creates texture in

> L8 the stk screena by loyering 26
to 30 oil- or water-based inka. Gold highligt
stroke the hands and face of the “Mother of Civili-
zation! '

“T'm painting and drawing,” Wiltsher said. “My
printa have a tactile quality, I print for the right
combination of color, for texture. T used gold pons
to aharpen some things and give a spontaneity to
it so that it's very open and suggestivo.”

Wiltsher strives to broaden his views by pursu-
ing & wido rango of culturat experionces. After gra-
dundng from tho High School of Art and Design in

New Ydrk City, ho earned o bachelar of sclenco
. degreo in fino arts from Florida A&M University, o
inately black school. \
theto he did a 360-degree turn-about to
Cranbrook. After graduation in May, he
> continuo his art studica on afellowship at
own University in South Africa, Eventual-
would like to becomo an associate professor

Capo
y, he

fart.
In the past Wiltsher has exhibited work at Ue-
‘I ban Park-Detroit Art Center and Foster Tanner
Fine Arts Gallery in Tallahasace, Fla., and as part
of a fund ralser for the Frionds of the New Center
In Detrolt. The first two weeks in May ho will ex-
hibit a very confrontational installation in the ex.
iting atudenta show at Cranbrook.
“His work I8 unique becauso of his sbility to
:|.. combine patter and subject matter in an original
way,” said Urban Park gallery director Dave Rob.
rts. “I like it becauso of his bold use of color and
pattorn, his interest In insues, presenting artwork
hat's not just pretty plctures, but presenting art-
work that haa a deeper meaning.”

Wiltaher's current work-in-progress {8 a limited
edition of 10 prints featuring Mother Hale of Hale
! Houso in New York.

§: " ‘I'm from the Bronx. As a person from New York
" City, I want to produce an image that would evoke
what she did for tho African-American communi-
ty, to sell the prints and raise money for Hale

House."

ing the group’s stance that
the safest sex Is abstinence.

Good talk: That’s DC’s style

“We're not about compromising.
What has gotten us here has noth-
ing to do with Kevin Smith, Michael
Tait or Toby McKeehan, it's God,”
said Smith. “For ua to turn our
backs on (it) is ridiculous.

“I think it's esscntial that peoplo
know DC Talk wants to become
available to a broader audience.
We'ro not changing our message . . .
§f we're gonna make the crossover.”

It seoms hard to belleve that the
audience of DC Talk (which stands
for Decent Christian Talk) could get
any bigger. The group has already
sold more than one million records,
been nominated for a Grammy (Best
Christian Contemporary Rock Al-
bum) and six additional Dove
Awards. Recent telovision appear-

ances include “The Arsenio Hall
Show,” “Good Momlng America”
and a spot this month on “The To-
night Show,” DC Talk has also
toured England, Germany, Holland,

B STREET BEATS

Poland, the United States and Can-

ada,

Did Smith expect any of this
when the three Liberty University
students joined forces?

“The caliber that it's going? No. I
thought of it 08 something to do. 1
didn’t think it was gonnn take up
the reat of my lifo. I'm very happy.”

Sinith said ho belioves that the

‘Washington, D.C.-based DC Talk

Godly rap:
Scoring mus-
ically as DC
Talk are
(from left)
Kevin Smith,
Toby
McKeehan
and Michael
Tait.

has made it so far because the group
is messago oriented.

“‘Peaple are sick of the plastic
MTYV ‘let's see how pretty we can bo
on the video’ (attitude), We want to
be cutting edge. Wewanttobea
step ahead, We'rs three perfection-
ists that don’t want to out somo-
thing out that's lcss than perfect. If
it's Christian it ought to be better.”

DC Talk opens for Michael W.
Smith at 8 p.m . Friday at The Pal-
ace of Auburn Hills, I.75 and Lapeer
Road, Auburn Hills. Tickets are
$18.50 and $14.50. Call 377-8200 for
more information. To become a
member of DC Talk's fan club, the
Vibe Tribe, write: P.O. Box 22538,
Nashville, TN 37202.

Slamdunk: [F
Two mem- !
bers of the
Bud Light
Daredevils
gel ready to
stuff the bas-
ket — once
they com
plete their
acrobatic
flips on the
high side of
the hoop.

BILL HANSEN

halftime

BY CHRISTINA FuOCO
STAFY WRITER

Keith Cousino flipped out the first
time he saw a tumbling competition.

“] saw these guys doing multiple
twisting Qips and I was just so
amazed, said the Erie, Mich., native
said. “From then on I just wanted to
be able to flip like that.”

Now his fane fecl the same sort of
amazement when ho performs with
the Bud Light Daredevils, who com-
bine music, comedy, ball-handling,
gymnastics and basketball. The team
— which also includes Scott Wonen-
berg of Ceres, Calif., Dave Mansky of

it Ohio, Rick of
Portland, Ore., and B.J. Norell of
Milwaukis, Ore. — will perform dur-
ing haltime ot the Detroit Pistons/
Chicago Bulls basketball game on
Sunday, March 14.
Couaino, known for high-powered

Daredevils give

a ‘flip’

and high-sltitude < slam dunks,
learned about the 12-year-old pro-
gram while competing with the Uni-
versity of lowa’s gymnastics team.
Cousino, 25, went to sce the Bud
Light Daredevils perform when they
visited Iuwa.

*] always loved basketball; I alwaya
loved gymnastics,” he said. “Tum-
bling and trampoline were my favor-
ito type atuff, so it seemed like the
perfect thing for me.*

So in 1990 he wont straight from
the U.S.A. championships in Denver,
Colo., to Memphis, Tean., to try out
for the Bud Light team. He mude one
of the two teams of five, which in-
clude one alternate per team.

“T was lucky enough to make it,” he
said as ho wrapped his ankles for a
recent show at Eastern Michigun

Sco DAREDEVILS, 6B

Monday, March 8

Foy WY, ooy Monaay at U's 23
nl onday ot UN's 21,

2930 mg. Hamtramek. @'&m

875.6555

Tuesday, March 9

IN CONCERT

i:nz';,y%ss Greenfield, Doarborn. (blues)

ZACKIRY RICHARD
Sltlz'l, 4758 Greonfiold, Doachom. (blues)
846-1920
W SRAITN AND THE MALLET PLAY.
The Ark, 637% S. Maln St., Ann Arbor. (vir-
tuosos)
761-1451
MARY MCQUIRX AND MYK RISE
Mr. B's Form, 24555 Novi Rood, Nowl.
g‘counlc rock)

19-7038

Wednesday, March 10
TATEROUTH E20WA

Three diff band:
ree differont bands every Wodnosday ot
Lil's 21, 2930 Jacob, Numznmck. o
875-6555 .

'WORRYSTONE

Grif's G, 49 N, Saginaw, Pontlac,
334.9292

YELLOWIRAN

And Sagitaius Band at Glind PIg.
208 S. First St., Ann Arbor. {roggac)
98.MUSIC

HORTZONS IX POETRY
Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detrolt. (Poetry)
832-2355

CPEN STAQGK

Tha Ark, 637%: S, Main St., Ana Artr.
761-1451

JEBGRYU
The Ritz, 17580 Frazho, Rosevilio, (altema-
tive rock
77881

Thursday, March 11

THEORA

Industry, 15 S. Saginaw, Pontisc. (CAN-
CELED)

334-1:

HAPPY ACCIDINTS

With Tha Mind a3 part of tha 89X Homedoy

Contest 8l tha Sheftor bolow St. Andrew's
Han, 431 E. Congress, Detroit.
96 1-MELT

TELEVISION ~

Featuring Tom Veriaine, Richard , Billy

Ficea, and Fred Smith at Michigan Theatat,
E . A Arbor, (estabished al-

603 E.
temathve fock)
668-8357

FELONICUS ASSALLY

tHer/X and Distorted Few ot the Mamquce,
8139 E. Seven Mile, Detroit.

366-8633

THE GROUND
With Cake st Geitfs Ganl, 49 N. Saginaw,
334.9292

THE DETERANTS
With Indla Green ot AVin's, 5756 Cass, De-
trolt. Smemama rocky

832.2355
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