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Stop the clock: Tom Lyczkowshi shows off the phony clock tower he erected in
front of his historic home in Farmington. Lyczkowski is one of many residents who
oppose a real clock tower for the Masonic Temple corner.

Volunteers help enforce

By BiL COUTANT
Brary WaITeR

A group of vol 18 helping i Hills
police enforce its handicapped parking program —
with dramatic results,

Despito their frustration over working with a lo-
gal system that olten scems to put Lheir concorns at
a lower priority, the ¢itv's handicapped parking vol-
unteera have helped the departmont write almost
3,000 tickets ninco they started in 1990 and they've
helped keep repeat offenders to a minimum, -

“Suceess {8 messured by thoe availablo perking
spaces reported,” sald Sgt. Ray Cranston, a traffic
specialist and Halson to the group for the Farming-
ton Hills Police Department. “We've had only eight
repeat offendera over the last calendar year {out of
1,263 ticketed in 1891).”

But the group, made tip of volunteers that in-
clude handicapped and family of hand! d, has

handicapped parking rules

In addition to wasted time in court, volunteers
sometimes come back with no ticketa to writa,

“Some days you go out there and get zeroed out,"”
sald officer Ed Fitzpatrick, who works with the
group, “That means we'ro getting compliance.”

But the person accused of parking in a handi-
capped space must also spend time in court, which
can be effective as a fine. . .

“Misaing work for a half & day can bo worse for-
some people than a fine,” he sald.

Cranaton sald the group was modeled after a sim-
ilar volunteer concept In Flint, which in turn was
modeled on group started in Coral Gables, Fla. The
number of parking places alloted for handicapped -
determined by a federal formula. *

The problem in Michigan with determining who
can and can't park in a space is complical Cran-
ston sald. The state has changed how it determines
b d status and Identification of vehicles

found out how frustrating compliance can be, Com-
panics that plow lots will sometimes use bandi-
capped spaces for moynds of the white stuff, deliv-
ety trucks and lunch-time shoppers will use the
spaces, and the courts often dismiss casoa of viola.
tora. y

“Welcomo to the world of police work,” Inapector
Richard Niemlato told the volunteers at a recent
meeting. .

driven by the handicapped has changed.
Thero have been pormits for ‘permanently and
oy 4 hand d people
drive a | d-plated éar belonging to a
friend or family member, people raaking a copy of a
hendicaped document and peopls using handi-
capped plates belonging to a dead person, hesald.
The state now ssues an individpsl laminated:
handicapped document that is"to bs kept by the
handi d n and put on the rea¥ view mir-

Penaltiea for illegal parking in b d spac-
es aro atiff in Farmington Hills, The fine 13 $100 for

- individuals and $500 for commercial vehicles, the

maximum allowed by state law. .

In order to prosecute someane for illegally park-
ing in a handicapped space, the volunteer who
wrote the ticket must appear in court. If the case is
delayed, adj dor d, the vol has
often spent a half day for nothing, or so it scems,

“It was in tho beginning all gung ho,” said volun-
teer Thelma Goldstein, “A lot of people were willing
to go without the witness feo ($6 for a half day) if
you could see some result.”

perso

row of the vehicle when it {s parked. Each document
has & number police can enter into a computer to
verify identity, he said.

In that way, a handicapped person can drive any
car and still use a handicapped sticker.

Cranston sald gotting businesses to put up the
proper signs Is another big problem,

But the contribution of volunteers has helped po-
lico enforce a law they probably couldn't given man-
power limitations, .

“You've definitoly got the court's attention,” said
police Chief Bill Dwyer.

chitecture from the University
of Detroit, said ho has been un-
able to find a poaition in his
field.

“Because of the economy, it's
difficult to find a job in archi-
tecture,” he said. “It's probably
tho worst pasition to be in right

have given up and gone into
other things.”

Lyczkowski and McWilliama

keep busy with a renovation of -
their houso, homo of Dr. Ezekiel .

Webb, Farmington's firat physi-

, cian, which dates to 1825, Dr..

. strong in their support of the

Webb was eppointed Farming-
in 1828,

now. I've sont' eut tons of
resumea. A lot of archi ton's first

ynd the house was the post off-
ico.

McWilllams s & reglonal
coordinator for Blue Cross-Blue
Shield. R

The DDA Board and other
city officials have remained

clock tower, despite proteats
from residents,

9 men bound over in motel robbery

Two Detroit men charged with
robbing the Comfort Inn on 12
Mile and Orcherd Lake Road will
be arraigned in circuit court on
March 10.

Rodnoy Delterro Lynn, 21, and
Jason Wells Washingten, 20, were
charged with armed robbery fol-
lowing the holdup of the motel
Feb. 10. They were armraigned in
47th District Court on Feb, 12,

Lynn, who had been working at
the hotel at the time of the rob-
bery, stood mute and a plea of not
guilty was entered by Judge Fred
Harris. He was bound over to cir-
cuit court after o preliminary
exam on Feb, 24, Washington
waived his exam,

A not guilty ples was entered
for Washington at his arraign-

ment Thuredsy on a scparate

armed robbery charge for a Jan:

19 robbory of the same motel. His -

preliminary exam on that robbery
chargo will be March 16 at 8:30
a.m. in 47th District Court.

Both men face up to life in pris-
on, Lynnisfreeona
rate surety bond. Washington's
bond was sct at $10,000 cash. He
}eﬂmlns in the Oakland’ County
ail.
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