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..ington Hills isn’t as far-

Top teachers: Three teachers and
a support person m, the Farm-
ington Public Schools were hon-
ored recently./3A

Let It snow: The flakes were fall-
ing last Friday, but the youngsters
at Farmington’s Wood Creek Ele-
mentary didn’t mind one bit. Nei-
ther did the five sled dogs who
came to visit./8A .

Alarming story: Security systems
are part of doing business today.
Some area security experts discuss
their trade./13A

Feathered friends? Oakland Uni-
versity marshals its resources to
combat a perplexing g}'geon poop
problem atop Dodge Hall. /TA

Snake for ront: An Oakland Com-
munity College student is sure a
snake will be the life of your
party./9A
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etched as
it mifht seem. A feasibility study
should be conducted./16A . .

Timely advice: City and DDA offi-

ials should harness all this anti-
clock energy being generated./17A.

Sound Ice: An ice arem;/or Farm-

pistrict champ: Farmington Hills
Mercy is preparing for regional
play after winning another district

tournament in volleybail./1B

Hoo toumeg: All three Farming-
ton boys basketball teams were in
tournament action Wednesday at
the West Bloomfield district./1B
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Theater: Bold and orij inal

“Quilters,” presented %y a talent-

ed cast at Trinity House Theatre,

explores the lives of the women

who settled the American west./5B
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Keys, please: A business that re-
quires little in start-up costs tends
to attract a lot of players. But
starting up and prospering are not
the same, as two brothers in valet
parking will tell you./12B
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| Clock’s anothe

The Farmington Planning Commission approves of
the site plan for the contraversial clock tower for the
Masontc Temple corner — even ifa growing number
of residents donot.

Approval followed a chorus of pub-
Jic comments on the project, which
Includea a tal 28-foot clock

Ami
Clock Plaza cleared another hurdle,
The * Farmington City Planning
Commission approved the site plan
Monday In packed City Hall Council
Chambers. Tho OK allows a building
permit to be sought. s

tower on the corner of Farmington
and Grand River. .
Not that it mattered, though,
The Planning C: lesion reviews

such es the practicali of & third

r tick closer

Ferry CEnts

© 1590 Sububen Convmunceson Carponoon

ted in

-downtown clock and how it will affect

tho yisibillty of the historle Mi i

support of it.
Roctdants’ onlni

were aa di-

'&‘emplg — ‘weren't under considera-
on, .

“Al] theso people wi:u have come
here and voiced their i

verse.
“In a lot of cases, change {s good,”
sald Matthew Gerish, who bas lived

cally it was a waste of time," sald
commiesioner. . William Ingalls, who -
voted in oppasition to the eito plan.
How does what these people say

* have sams clout?”

R .Peaplo from ﬂf” beautification and

such plans only to sce if thoy meet
¢city ordinances, Concerns raised —

.spoke In op-
sition. R 1 from the

does {s augment our historical sites.”

Added Kenneth Crane, a resident
for 38 years: “The clock does not sit
well with me at all. I don't see people
saying, *Hoy, Rachel, let’s jump in tho
car ;md go seo the clock.’ T just don't
ses it."

po!
125th Committze and Downtown De-

See CLOCK, 2A

his distinctive neckties,
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Croative cravat: Mike Flanagan, superintendent of the Farmington Schools, shows off one of

“nockwear can feel

. Last year, Flanagan received 10 ties

. gave tho superintendent & tie for
Chirlst: ing & multiculty

The ties
that bind
add class

.BY LARRY O'CONNOR
‘SrAYY WeiTkR

In a high-profile job where
liko a noose,
Farmington Publlc Schools Super-
intendent Michae! Flanagon is knot
sbove having fun with his.

HIa sprightly callection of ties in-
cludea an array of splashy colors
and motifs, deplcting smiling chil-
dren's faces, achool buses, tho al-
phabet and crayons. He tries to
make an cducational statcment aa
well as a fashion ono.

People notice, too,

tho same ono you wora at tho lnst
two board meotings,'” Flanagan
said, “I try to staggoer them & bit."”

His collection continues to grow.

“as glifts, -
Board member Cathleen Webb

al kids mural. A community mem-
ber olso passed along ane with
school buses on it.

The trend started a fow years ago.’
Webb asfd board members noticed:
Flanagan would intersperse the wild;
designs with more uniform ones, .

That prompted discussion, and &’
flood of ties. .

Four or five of Flanagan's ties are
designed by children es & fund-ra-
{ser for the Save the Children Fund.
Ono of his favorites is the multicul-
tural children’s one, he sald.

Not surprisingly, kids are the first
to comment when Flanogan visits
their school, Ho's heard everything .
from “supet tio” to “I like your fish
tio — not.” .

for six yeara, “What it .

“Onco in a while I'] hear, *Thet's |

Ho'll continue to wear wild tles,
though.
“Qtherwise, I look more like a

business executive,” Flanagan eaid. -
“Jt's an {co-breaker.”
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Ice arena operator str

BY BILL COUTANT
BrAyy Wamen

The owner of a unique ico arena
complox in suburban ‘Montreal, Can-
ada, told bers of the Farmi

120 ice facilitios. Bourgault expanded
his operation to four rinks in 1984
and bought out his three partners,
“Were surrounded by rinks,”
It said. “But patrons como

Hills ico arena study committea that
having ancillary services, like a res-
taurant end bar, is the difforonce be-
tween success and failure for him.

Leo Bourgault, owner of Les 4
Glaces, visited tho city as a consult-
ant for $1,000 plus expenscs. He
apened his {co complex in 1979 with

from 50 miles away to our facility.”

Bourgault sald ice rentals account
for about 55 percent of his profits
with his bar, restaurant and pro shop
each accounting for about 15 porcent
of the $5-million-a-year operation.

But Bourgsult emphasized that the

amonities keop peoplo at the facility |

an event, or watch from tho restau-
rant situated above the four ice pada.
“You have to create an atmos-
, phere,” he said. “We have 80 TVs all
around.”

Bourgault said businessmon ofton
play in a hockey league after work; at
& p.m. or 7 pam., and have dinner af-
ur."l'h: fn:&y crowd comes in on

the TV seta upstairs at the restau-
rant, as hockey games and figure
skatera work out below. .

esses the extras

tengues, Bourgautt said Les 4 Glaces
is primarily for adult akaters.

Farmington bueinessman Robert
Plcard, a former professional hockey
player who now plays as an amatear,
asid having a warm vanue in which te
watch games {s Important.

“My wife won't watch me play if
she has to stand in the cold,” Picard
said. “If ahe could sit and have a
glass of wine while she watched, she
would come.”

two rinks, In a city that boosts about  because they can rolax before or after And although he has some youth ScoiCE, 2A
—#
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Goodness gracious, tho things that do turn up A T ' * From the March 12, 1953, editlon of the Farm-
on grocery storo bullatin boards these doys. Ington Enterprine:

Secn on the cork at the Farmer Jack market at
Nine Milo and Farmington roads: “For sale: canls-
ter of carbon monoxide with mask attached. Excel-
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lont conditicn. Used once, Prico $100.”

Strips of paper with a phone number writton on
cach wors attached to the note, Call the number
and you'll reach the Oakland County prosecutor’s
office. It was no doubt somebody's 1dea of s joke,
what with Dr. Jack Kevorkian and the assisted
sulcida debate raging in this aroa.

“QObyiously, {it's) somebody with & senae of hu-
mor,” said a receptioniat at the prosecutor’s office.
“This has been the first call.”

out with the old

Farmington area residents should be getting
their new Ameritech telophone directories later
¢this month and might ba tempted to throw out the
old directory iu the trash.

But the Pace Warchouse on Haggerty will col-
Fies for ling throughout the

Ject the old d!
month of April.
Al old telephone directories, oven from other

areas, will bo accopted at bins provided in the
storo botween 10 Mile and Grand River.

W More than $1,600 was collected during the firat
10 days of the Farmington Red Cross drive.

B Hot dogs were advertised at 49 centa o pound at
Lakesida Products Co, in Walled Lake. Eggs wero
59 cents a dozen and ground beef was threa
pounds for $1.05. N

1 In high achool district basketball play, Farm-
Ington beat Clarenceville, 54-48, but then lost to
Livonia Bentloy, 70-48. Bentloy was oxpected to
win the stats basketball champlonship.

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to

the Farmingion Observer, 21898 Farmington Road,
Farmington 48398, dropped off at the newspaper

office, or faxed to 477-9722.
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