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Ridgedale Players

Idgedale Players will be prescnting 70
' Girls 70" a delight{ul musical, 8 p.m. Fri-

day and Saturdays, March 12,13, 19, 20, 26

and 27, and 3 p.m. Sundays, March 14, 21 and 28,

at the playhouse, 205 W. Long Lake Road in Troy.

Tickets $10, senior citizens $9 at Sunday shows.

Call 644-8328 for reservations.

Irish celebration
1 Irish Celebration to benefit the Christ
Child House featuring soprano Mary Cal-
taghan Lynch who performs regularly with
the Michigan Opera Theater, tenor Patrick Lynch,
and poets Tom Lynch and Matthew Sweeney, 4
p.m, Sunday, March 14 at Holy Name Church, 646
Woodland, Birmingham, The concert is free, vol-

untary contributions to Christ Child House will
be welcomed,

Benefit concert

orcy High School presents a Lifetimo of

Jazz featuring Lionel Hampton and the

Jimmy Wilkins Orchestra, 3 p.m. Sun-
day, March 14 in tho Rosemary Clooney Auditori-
um at Mercy High School, 29300 Eleven Mile
Road, Farmington Hills. Tickets arc $50 per per-
son for premicr seating and an afterglow featuring
Judge Myron Wahls, a Michigan Court of Appeals
judgo and jazz musician, and the Mercyaires. Con-

‘cert only $20 per person, general scating. For tick-
ets, call 476-3270 or 476-8922.

Luncheon concert

rish folk singer Will Derry will present a

lunch-time concert noon to 2 p.m. Wednes-

day, March 17, in the Conter Court ot Laurel
Park Place, 37700 West Six Mile, Livonie. Pianist
Gloria McBeth will perform Irish favorites during
an evening concert 6-8 p.m.

Meadow Brook Theatre

obert Louis Stovenson's classic “The

Strengo Case of Dr. Jckyll and Mr, Hydo”

will premlere in a new adaptation by
Charles Nolto at Oakland University's Meadow
Brook Theatre in Rocheater Hills, 8 p.m. Thurs-
dny, March 18. Shows Tuesdays thorugh Sundays
until Apdl 11. For tickets, call 377-3300 or Ticket-
master, 645-6666.

La Casa
ichard Debson and State of the Heart, and
Pinto Bennett perform 8:30 p.m. Friday,
March 19, at the La Casa Music series at
the Birmingham Unitarian Church, 651 N. Wood-
ward at Lone Pine Road in Birmingham. Tickets
$10 in ndvance, Call 646-4950.

‘There are no big production numbers,

. ma, pantomime, narrative, song and

Performances of the Trinity House
Theatre production of “Quilters’ con-
tinue through Aprit 3 at Trinity
House, 38840 W. Six Mile, Livonia.
For ticket information, call 464-6302.
Patches of American
history, feminist
philosophy, and,
unorthodox  theater
are sewn together
into neatly crafted
whole cloth in the
Trinity House The-
atre's production of

Excellencethrd that ds ‘Quilters’

the musical
MARKS. “Quilters.” Actually,
CARLEY  “musical” may be a

mialeading term.

no goo-eyed love songs. “Quilters”
would more accurately be described
a8 a tapestry of stories told with dra-

nce.

This bold and original play, written
by Barbara Damashck and Molly
Newman, explores the lives of the
women who settled the American
west. Their lives recorded in the
quilts they deaign and sew, these
sturdy pioneers u:cl‘m us through the

dies an

Patchwork
drama: De-
bra Jackson-
Slater (from
left), Sarah
Hedeen,
Tamara Jex,
Beth Temple
and Renee
Bartusch in
a scene from
the Trinity
House The-
atre produc-
tion of
“Quilters.”

show's pace is alwaya lively, nuver
maudlin, even during the most
gutwrenching scenes, Susan Vander-
Brink’s interpretive choreography
and the haunting vocal harmonies
created by the cast make the produc-
tion leto and full.

s, he of fron-
tier life,

‘The seven cast members, all wom-
en, take on many parts including
those of men, animals end wagons.
For the most part, however, they are
the mothers, daughters and sisters
who shared the agony, exhilaration

Mary L. Pettit, as the pioneer fami-
1y matrlarch, anchora the show with
strength and wit. Her “deughtors”
come In a variety of shapes, sizes and
ages. They take us through slmost
every imaginable experience of a life-
th‘ne.‘_(ncludln; birth, baptl}sm.

; hildbisth. abor.

and heartbreak of belng the backb.
of America’s d [

i omdahin lonell

and death,

The Trinity House production fea-

tion, fi
‘Through it all, they survive blizzards,

docs, fires and drough

for their work. Debra Slater is warm,
funny and touching. Renee Bartusch
brings an unusual empothy and in-
tensity to her characters. Sarah
Hedeen” has a long-suffering quict
strength. Tamara Jex brings youth
and a needed touch of cynicism. Eliz-
abeth Kilbourne is strong and vi-
brant. Beth Temple is eloquent and
honest,

The entire cast sings and harmon-
izes beautifully, no doubt with the as-
aistance of music director Diane
Lord.

“Quilters” 1a an entertainment and

a history lesson, but at ita core it is

moroe than that, Itisa qucht, clolquenl
of fomini t cel

dependence of our female forebears. It
begins to scttle the score for a shame-
fully forgotten group within American
history.

Michael Florea of Bloomfield Hills
quilted all the quilt blocks used in
“Quilters,” ond the legacy quilt that
the play is built around. There is a
display of quilts, fashioned from trad-
itional designs, in tho theater for the
audience to enjoy, and a silent auc-
tion of the legacy quilt used in the
play.

Mark S, Carley is octive in local
community theater, both onstage and
behind the scenes. He is o member of

tures Beven and a
fine director in Laura Gumina. The

re
All of the performera deserve praise

the caurage, resourcefulness and in-

the Bir h Village Players ond
Ridgedale Players in Troy.

Troy Players shine in ‘South Pacific’

Performances of the Troy Play-
ers production of “South Pacific”
continuc through March 20 at the
Troy Community Center, 620 W.
Big Beaver Road, Troy. For ticket
information, call 879-1285.
Incredible! In a
multi-purpose
room atmos-
phere that is
hardly theatri-
cal, the Troy
Playcrs mounted
a tight, very live-
Iy version of the
musical “South
Pacific” that had
a special ambi-

MARY JANE
DOERR

ance.

Musicals must be this thespian
group's “thing.” Last year they
came up with o highly successful
“Fiddler on the Roof,” dirccted by
Bill Hellebuyck, the same direc-
tor who has put this show togeth-

er,
Casting his actors from a group

of attractive singles that would
meke up a fantastic dating ser-
vice, Hellcbuyck has a quality
production, Voices are natural,
though untrained. They are por-
fectly placed in their musical
roles by music director Margaret
Wunschl who accompanied them
with a live five piece ensemble in
the pit.

“South Pacific” is extraordinar-
ily popular this season with com-
munity companies. It is no won-
der when amateur groups like
Troy Players can cast actors who
Hellebuyck says nre making their
stage debut and turn their perfor-
mances into a heavy dose of de-
lightful entertainment.

The surroundings are not at-
mospheric but Joe Urkshus'
brightly painted sets are, with
their warm, sunny, aqua colored
impressions of the southern Pa-
cific Ocean. There are simple
touches too, such as Roosevelt's
plcture on the Captain's office

wall, and the “Join the Nawy"
poster in tho radio reception
room, to give this “time capsule”
its 1940s fecl, -

Joseph LoGuidice sings nicely
“Some Enchanted Evening”
thaugh he seema bit awkward like
most Emiles. A bright-eyed, opti-
mistic Julio Thomerson is knuc-
Kklehead Nellic with the resonance
in her fine singing voice to belt
“Honey Bun” and donces with
unlimited encrgy.

Usually Lt. Joseph Cable is &
8tiff character, but that Is not how
Michael J. Aumock played this
role. Aumock is a real Marine, one
with guts and peraonality, who
would take on a dangerous mis-
sion. A natural singer, Aumock
also has to be appreciated for his
even sound in “You have to be
Carcfully Taught,” and “Younger
than Springtime.”

Humorous with little touches
auch as dog tags on her costume,
Donna Kussad cxcelled as the of-

ten character cast Bloody Mary.
She added o lot of humor to the
show, although Doug Nocl as
Coptain  George Brackett miss-
timed his funny lines, especially
in tho office scene whero vocal
shading would have added im-

pact. .

Lucky is the person who gets to
be Seabee Luther Billis. Bob
Zawidch bad his stomach tat-
tooed with a blue and white tall
ship for the part and, if you can,
take your eyes off of it, his is
charming actor to watch,

A good production of “South
Pacific” has to have a solid men's
chorua, The siz men in this cho-
rus do o sensational “There is
Nothing like a Dame,” a song that
hardly fits the mode of the 1990s.

With these men singing, it fits
any mode.

Mary Jane Doerr of Troy is @
fulltime tcacher and freclance
writer who specializes in opera
and musical theater.
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