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he two school groups are on separato
tracks, but their paths crossed briefly
one recont Wednesday evening.

‘We hope members of these two organ-
izations can how learn to and
work together. If they do, they could bring about
positive change in education here, we think,

Tho two groups arc: Citizons Against Vie-
lence in the Schools and the Parents Advisory
Forum of Farmington High, What makes them
different? Again, it's & matter of tracks.

Citizens Against Violence is definitelyon a
track that is outside the school establishment.
1t was formed by parent Joanne LaFlour and
others in the wake of several fighting incident.

LaFleur’s son was seriously injured in one in-
cident last Decomber at Farmington High
School.

Citizons Against Violence was the group that
brought in a speaker from SOSAD (Save Our
Sons and Daughters) Jast month to talk on vio-
lance — much to the chagrin of some school
officials and other inaiders.

. The Parents Advisory Forum, led by parent
Laura Myers, has a more insido track as a sup-
porter of the Farmington Public Schools.

Members of both groups did get together for a

March 10 at Farmi High. An arti-
¢lo on tho confab was the lead story in tho
March 15 Farmington Observer. “Parents share
school concerns,” said tho headlino.

Having covered the meeting and watched the

Crossed paths

Groups must work together

HPeople In both groups have the
best of Intentions — and some -
good Ideas to boot. They need to
look past each other's agendas
and reallze the Impact they could
have on the system, if they
worked together.

And that's too bad. People in both groups
have the best of intentions — and some good
ideas to boot. They need to look past cach
other's egendas and realize the impact they
could have on the system, if they worked togeth-

er.

1t could be 2 winning equation: Citizens
Against Violence plus the Parents Advisory Fo-
rum, with school officials somehow factored in.

At the March 10 meeting, Citizens Against
Violence mads a presentation, outlining its pro-
gram to combat violence in the schools. For ox-
ample, there needs to be a comprehensive policy
for dealing with medical emergencics in schools,
a Citizens Against Violence spokesman said.

“We want every student to have a rewarding
educational experience,” said Terry Fobbs of
the group. *The school should be a second
home to them.”

Certainl bors of both groups could agreo

participants, we think that some of tho people
listened hard, but failed to hear a word tho
ather aide was soying.

with a statement like that. We hope they do.
And we hope there'll be more interaction in the
future,

hile the Michigan Legistature jsn't
w lanning on k over ak

power to police and prosecutors, a bill
currently in trouble in the House would greatly
expand polico powera and make it casier to
hiresume guilt than innocence.
! Legislators are working on a broad-based
anti-crime package. Constituents with an inter-
eat In prescrving civil liberties still have a
chance to make a change by.contacting their
Ilegia] ators, asking them for fair and equal jus-
tice under the law and asking them to reject
giving polico and prosccutora an unfair advan-
tage

Giving prosecutors a trump card, oven though
it appears to be a politically expedient solution
‘to the polls that show peaple fear crime, docsn't
‘solve the problem of crime. It only edgos us
‘toward & police stato, Even some police offi-
icials, like Wayno County Sheriff Robert Ficano,
roppose the moasure.

Some of tho initial componenta include: the
: fon of the proviously voted-d “no
‘knock” rule, allowing police to enter homos of
‘suspecta without first identifying themselves;
\give state and local police wirctapping authority
‘in mejor deug i igations; give p t
Etho power to force witnesaes to testify in certain
:cases; mako it more gifficult to get ovidence ob-
‘tained in illegal searches barred from court; and
‘shift the burden in an insanity case from the
‘prosecution to the defense.
=~ Many people will think these moves appro-
“riato at firet glance, without looking at consti-
“Butional history, Tho reason polico and prosecu-
‘tors have to sccure permisaion from the courts

Bills infringe on our liberties

before conducti hes or wi

tect people who aren’t guilty. .
Making people testify is not only a violation

of First Amendment protections against com-

polled spoech but also infringes on Fifth

A d ot

is to pro-

LETTERS

Remember us?
onjoyed your March 11 editorial about the

l profoseional theators in the arca. They cer-
tainly provide pleasura for many.

1 wish you had been able somchow to squeeze
in a word about our own local amateur theater
— tho Farmington Players, They have provided
quality entertainment for more than 30 yeara to
thousanda in the area.

The Farmington Players must be considered
one of tho jewels of our community. -

s

Farmington High School Parent Advisory
g:uncﬂ. 1 am sorry. The offense was not. inwn#-

Wo know the health and aafety of cur chil- N
dren is but one important concern. As L have |
visited throughout our twin citles, I have spo- | :
ken with othor membors of the disteict who 9
share our joint concerna about our children re- &
ceiving a world-class education so that they cag
compete and win in our global cconomy and ;
Ioad us into the 21st Century; fiscal matters;
programs; and last but not least, open commu- -

ication with our teachers, support staff, ad-

Kennoth F, Porrin, Fi Ingt
T

York’s running

1 gladly announce my candidacy for Farming-
ton Public School Board trustec.
Through my years of service, both at the
bullding and district level, I have come to ap-
iato and value the visfon and the programs

g against self-i:
tion. The police and prosecutors should have to
build their own cases, rather than having de-
fendants supply them. The American system of
justico strongly affirms that people cannot in-
criminato themaelves, and even need not speak
out in their own defenso because it is up to the
jailera and the police to prove that a porson is
guilty.

Crimo and criminale should be punished.
The danger lHes in giving freer rein that could
result in greatly higher prosecution rates but in-
creasing the chance of an innocent person being
imprisoned. The one part of Blackstone's law
that the United States adopted is that it is bet-
ter to lot a dozon guilty people go free rather
than to deprive ono innocont person of liberty
by improperly convicting that person.

1t's called justice. Innocent people go froe, ev-
eryono has tho right to a fair hearing and every-
onoisp d i t until the p:
can mount a caso that the judge and jury agroo
finds the defondant guilty of ittinga
crime,

But tho way to do that is to make police oper-
ate within the current guidelinea and bavo a
sufficiont-sized judiciary to handle the cases
before them. The end result of quashing crime
doesn’t justify the means of putting the Bill of
Rights down the toilet.

QUESTION:

Spring's com-

Ing. What do
your thoughts
turn to? L S 3 . i .
*Golng up north ‘As my wife sald, | 'Spring break ‘Doughnuts. . .
We asked this to our cabln on galngtoourcab- | , . .fromUvonla | Fam Hills
tion ot the Lake Huron, In and getting Stevenson High.' | doughnuts.’
quesi We're counting | away frem this Dan Patrovail Nell Richols
Farm Hills tho days.’ humdeur life.” ivonia | Green Oak Town-
Doughnut Shop. Shirey Dulzo Art Dulzo ship
T Farmington Hills |  Farmington Hiliis .

of Superintendent Mike Flanagan and his staff.

1 have developed a productive working rela-
tionship with Farmington Public Schools based
on positive support and constructiva criticism.
Qur community and its schools have and will
continue to face many chailenges. I can sorve
the community well by facing those chall

arents, stud and our com-
munl_ty at large working together for our most X
: our child

Throughout this campaign and beyond, as 1 ¢
address the concorns of all of us and visit you in
our neighborhoods, at our schools, in our ¢
homoes, in our Parent Advisory Council meet-
ings, and at our Neighborhood Forums, Iwant |
you to know [ am a leador, neighbor and friend " |
‘who cares through listening, sharing, doing, 1
learning from mistakes, and working togother.

Again, I want to thank Laura Myors end all of
you; t of our dedicatl k ant )
concern, we'll ensure the Farmington School {:
District remains one of the best in Michigen. * ©

Thanks for your time and I look forward to
working with you.

Terry Fobbs, Farmington Hills::

as school board trustee.
My educational and professional skills, com-
bined with my eatablished constructive working
1 hip with Farmington Public School
enables me to effectively sorve the community. [
ask for your aupport and vote for school board

Get a sundial

After sitting through the meeting of the
blings of the planni issi

trusteo.
David L. York, Fi Hills

‘No offense’

An open lettor to all membera of the Farming-
ton School District:

On the ovening of March 10, Joanne LaFlcur
and I had the privilego of addresaing tho Farm-
ington High School Parent Advisory Council.
Wao shared with them our desira to help the
Farmington School Diatrict becomo a “Vio-
lonce-Freo Zone.”

1 want to take this opportunity to publicly
thank Laura Myers and the other concerned
paronts who attended. However, since I had an-
nounced my intentlon to run for the achool
board, I did not want to attend the ting to

think maybe I have a different suggestion to A
stop that clock tower from spoiling the grounds ...
of the Masonic Temple. N

Make a park-like setting where the flower bed....|,
is now. Put a sundial on a pedestal on flat -
ground with benches around it for seating.- -

The flower beds around the grouping could be,;, |’
cither raised or on ground lovel,

Children could learn a lesson about ono of
our early mothods of telling time. Sundials worl
by solar energy, not by using batteries or olee-
tricity.

With beautiful landscaping around the por- R
imetar, wo really would have a focal point that ™
is worth looking at. o

Having the sundial and seating on ground
lovel would make it easier for people with a
handicap to enjoy tho settingand would bea  * ™

1ly more ive and ical nddition: -

announce that fact and leave people with the
impreasion [ was using the meoting as a plat-
form to launch my candidacy or for political

tod
tower,

than an ok 0

Barbara Butlor, Farmington. |.

grandstanding.
I attended the ingasa d parent
and as a member of Citizens Against Violence
-in the schools. When I had departed tho meet-
ing early, I felt I would be Infringing upon other
Parent Advisory Council businoss had I stayed
or participatod in a part of the mooting where I
had not boon extonded an {nvitation.
As 8 result of that well-intontioned faux pas,
Idi 4 that I had inad 1y offended &
number of people. Laura and all mo mbers of the

Oplnlons aro to be shared: We welcome your
Ideas, s do your nelghbors. That's why we offer - {'
this space on a weekly basis for opinions in your -
own words, We will help by editing for clarity. To **
assure authenticity, we ask that you signyour '~ |
fetter and provide 8 contact telephone number,

Letters should be malled to: Editor, The Ferm.
Ington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Farm:
Ington 48336.
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