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Let there be light: Once reserved for only kitchens and basement workshops, -
fluorescent lighting has adapted designer features and can be seen through- - -
out new houses. This bathroom in a model at Meadowbrook subdivision in
Cuntonflc‘ar?bmes natural lighting with overhead soffit lighting to create a
warm effect.

{AP) — A fluorescent light bulb
gonerates about four times as much
light per watt os o standard incande.
scent light bulb. This makes fluore-
scents by far the most economlieal
light sourcs for the home today.

Onco used only in kitchens and
workplaces becausa of thelr harsh
light, today's fluorescenta produce
light in o wido range of whites and
colors. Bulbs come in many shapes
and sizes with socket pins to fit flu-
orescent fixtures or screw-type bases
to repleco incandescent bulba,

Because of the power surge needed
to start a turn-

gases.

Another fluorescent fixture is an in-
stant-start style preferred by indus.
trial users for ita low mal

pensive to replace, but a ballast costs
80 much that when one falls, it's often
more econ! omical to buy a new fixture,

However, bulb life is only about 8,000
hours,

In contrast, most homes have rap-
id-start fixtures whose bulbs may last
20,000 hours. As the name implies,
the ihstant start goes on Immediately;
the rapid-start flickers for two or
three seconds before lighting com-
pletely. The older starter-types take
16 to 20 scconds to light properly.
Fluorescent bulbs give off lesa light at

ing on and off of a fixture wastes pow-
er and shortons tube life. When leav-
{ng a room for a short timo, it is usu-
ally beat to leave the lamp on.

The ordinary fluorescent fixture
conaists of a bulb and a ballast in a
metal channel, The bulb is an airtight
glass tube with cathodes — mctal
conductors of electricity — at either
end. It holds argon gas and mercury
vapor and the interior ia coated with
phosphor, a substance that can bo
electrically stimulated to emit light.

Tho ballast is a transformer that
boosts 120-volt house current to the
300-plus volts nceded to light tho
bulb whon you turn the fixture on,
then it reducea voltago to the lovel
needed to keep the bulb lit. When the
switch is tumed on, power flows be.
tween the cathodes, heating the gases
and phosphor so they glow or “flu-
oresce.”

Older fixtures {and maony small
modern ones) have o soparate, smell,
silver-color, cylindes-shaped starter

bullt into the fixture to Ervbent the

below 50 degrees, If the
fixture is to be located in an unheated
garage or basoment, [nstall a cold-
rated ballast. .

The light output of fluorescent
bulbs decreases with time.

Blackening at tho ends of a tube
means that [t's worn out; replace it. If
only one end of the tube ls discolored,
remove It, turn it over, and reinstall
it. Replace an old or burned-out bulb
with a new one of the samo type (dou-
ble-pin or single-pin), length and wat-

tage.

Double-pin rapid-start and older
starter-type bulbs are interchange-
able. Instant.start bulbs have slogle
pins. If the bulb is missing from a fix-
ture, check the ballast to find the

ght slize.

Disposo cf old bulbs carefully. The
gases and phosphor aren't poisonous,
but the bulb may cxplode if broken,
sending glass fragments flying. Never
throw a fluorescent bulb into a fire or
incinorator,

Fluorescent problems ere rare and
usually easy to fix. A starter Is inex-

Ifn lamp fails to Jight,
check for a blown fuse or tripped cir-
cuit breaker in'the main panel. If the

tube etllt doesn't light or if it flickers -

or blinks, turn off power to the fixture
and twist the tube slightly back and
forth to make sure it's firmly seated
in the eocketa.

If that doesn't work, give the tubo a
quarter turn toward you and pull it
out, handling it carefully. Use long.
nose pliere to straighten a bent tube
pin. Spray the socket contacts and the
pins with electric contact cleaner.
Clean & dirty tube with a damp cloth;
Tet it dry before reinstalling it. Tight-
en the socket scrows; replace broken
sockets.

To relnstall the tube, line up the
pins with the socket slots, push tho
tube in, and give it a quarter turn.
Still no light? Install a new tube of
the same wattage and type. A new
tube may flicker for an hour or two at
first. If flickering lasts longer or if the
new tube doean’t light, replace the
starter with a new one of the samo
wattage. Rapid- and instant-start fix-
tures don’t havs starters.

If the ends of a tube glow but the
conter docs not, replace tho starter. If
the lamp still doesn’t work, hums
loudly, or repeatedly blowa a fuse on a
circuit that jsn't overloaded, the bal-
last may be defective.

Roplace the ballust with a new one
of the same type and wattage or with a
Tow-noise type: or replace the fixture,
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= Exclusive ranch and 2-story
condominium homes

& Dramatic floorplans from 2200
~104000sq.fr. .

 Private, elegant gated entry

o Extensive use of natural cedar shingles,
limestone, brick, copper and brass

Located on Cranbrook Court

bﬂmeAﬁIcandQuamn {313)

off Telegraph Road.

Open daily noon-6 p.m. . SSZ.HOME
*As fpatured in Professional Builder

BUY U.$. SAVINGS BONDS

Farmington Hlils
Aunlque golfing
compound of
spectacular homes.
Estate-size iots.
From $329,900
488-5588

COPPERWOOD EAST

HILLPOINTE ON MIRROR LAKE

West Bloomfield

The ultimate condominium
on your own private lake.
2271t02,798sq.ft.plus g
walk-out lower level, From 5

$295,000.
682-6020

ponTC
Lﬁ
ASLNIT LAKE RO,

CRESCENT PARC OF TROY

Exceptional single-
family split-cotonfal
and colonlal homes.
From $234,900,
Including carpeting.
828-9310

One of the area’s
newest and finest
single-familly
communities.

From $194,900,
Including carpeting.
689-0393

WATTLES POINTE OF TROY

LOMG LAXE RS, {8 Lty

O R,

Multiple unit and

2-car garageand
basement.

From $164,900,
Incluting carpeting.

detached condos with

" MANOR HOMES OF TROY




