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Go TEAMS!: A group of bright stu-
dents from Harrison High School
soared in the recént TEAMS
competition./3A .

Book him In: You may have heard
the new president of Oakland
Community College’s Orchard
Ridge campus leading book re-
views at a local library./12A

Ronna wows 'em: The Oakland
County politico turned radio talk
show host blasts TV news before
delighted OCC students./9A

Have a heart: Some savvy re-
tailers are matching up products
and the causes you care about./6A

Serve and iearn: Put student
chefs to the test, and enjoy an af-
fordable, delicious mealj by visiting
one of the restaurants operated by
local college culinary arts

programs./1B

Honest sound: Don't look for a
musical version of the tale of “The
Hobbit” coming from this band,
even tho_u;}h its name shows up in
the book, The Grey Havens otﬁr
music with feeling. As they see it,
if it’s not worth p aying, why play
it?/5B

Soccer preview: The Farmington

and North Farmington girls teams
are preparing for the start of a new
season. !
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School chief unhappy

A Farmington school officlal Isn’t happy with the dis-
trict’s cable TV service, Superintendent Michael
Flanagen let his views be known last week at a meet-

ing of the cable commission.
BY LARRY O’CONNOR Cablo Commission meeting and in a
HTATY WaiTER letter to SWOCC dated March 12,

One cable TV customer — Farm-
ington Public Schools end Superin-
tendent Michael Flanngan — hasn't
been pleased with the service of late. -

Flanagan voiced his concerns at
Thursday’s Southwestern Oakland

He attributed the problems to a se-
ries of miscommunications.

Among the schools’ grievances:
W A lotter dated Fob. 4 from SWOCC
executive director Lark Samouelian,
atating the schools could not be

P d on the
voting or ex-officio momber according
to the franchise agreament. Flanagan
said he knew that, but the letter
didn't refloct the tone of the discus-
sion he had with the cable commis-
aion,

% The cancellation of Flanagan's
monthly show, “From the Desk of
Mike Flanagan,” on community ac.
coss Channel 12 without a phone call
or any prior communication. The
show continues to be shown on Chan-
nel 10, however.

® And three school board meetings,

Berndrd Ki

borit; relaxed i

BY BILL COUTANT
STAY? WRITER

Bernie Klein grew up.in Brook-
Iyn, N.Y., the son of poor immi-
grants who belioved in education a8
the way to a better future.

Klein, who retired after a dlstin-
guished teaching carecr at the Uni-
versity of Michignn-Deurb?m, has

Relaxing at home

ernard Kl in, interim chancellor of the Univérsity of
i his Fas-mgngl‘ori Hills town house.

Ex-prof frets over

B HIGHER ED
cducation if it hadn’t been.”

Klein, 64, has a carcer as colorful
a8 ho is. Not only has he been hon-
ored a8 a distinguished faculty
member over the past 22 years, but
he has also filled in as !nuf‘riim

h n

PP ies for di-
minish as the cost of collego tuition
and fees goes up.

“When I went to Brooklyn City
College, tuition was free,” said the
Farmington Hills resident. “I don't
think I could have gotten a college

seen !

llor twice, beon 1\
local and state politics both as on
oppolnted and as an elected offi-
cial, and sorved s a free-lance la-
bor arbitrator for the past 15 years,
a job in which he is still active.
A. lifolong Democrat, Klein is

costs
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hopeful that the election of & Dem-
ocrat as president signale the ro-
turn to the idca of public service as
an important part of the country’s
well belng, not just a necessary onc.

“The liboral label is ono I wear
proudly,” Klein says.

Politics colors life

Growing up during the deprea-
slon, being influenced by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and spend-
ing most of his adult life involved
in politics have colored Kleins

with cable

FirTy Cents

© 1952 Buburben Communatons Caporsion

Peb. 8, 23 and March 23, which were
delayed on Channet 10 due to techni-
cal difficultles.

“One can almost become paranoid
after awhile,” Flanagan told the com-
mission. “The very time you get a let-
ter saying everything we sald at the
moeting is not what we meant — at
{east that's how it sounded, and then
suddenly the show is canceled and
:han thres meetings in a row were not

ive.”

The commisaion and repreaenta-
tives from MetroVision assuaged

Soo CABLE, 2A

TV firm
defends
service

BYLARRY O"CONNOR
BTAYY WRITER

Federal regulations or not, Metro-
Vision belicves Farmington area
cable subscribers are already hoppy.

MetroVision vico-president Tom
Bjorklund presented the Southwest-
ern Oskland Cable Commission with
a detailed survey stating just that at
Thursday's cable commisaion meet-
ing in Farmington City Council
Chambers.

A customer survey conducted in
1992 revealed 68 percent of those
polled gave the company a very good
or excellont performancoe rating. Nine
porcent said it waa fair or poor.

*“The number of people who tell us
thoy're just plain dissatisfied with
cable is extremely low,” Bjorklund
told the commission,

The survey colncides with now fed-
eral customer service ‘regulations.
Tho FCC adopted the regulations
March 14, which require cable com-
panies to;

B Answer incoming calls within 30
weconds at any time of day;

B Begin working on service disrup-
tions within 24 hours of notlfication;
M Send installers within a speclfied,
four-hour time period or promptly
reschedule the appointment If it can’t

be kopt;

B Notify customers of changea in
rates, programming or channel posi-
tions at least 30 days in advance.

Tho regulations go into effect July
1. Bjorklund teld the commission.
MotroVision already adheres to those.
standards,

The FCC in expected to release its:
regulations on rates April 1. Also, not-
clear yet‘lnjwlm would oversee tho’

Soo EX-PROF, 4A
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Seo YV FIRM, 24

Taxes, Lansing turmoil worry officials

Byars Wrimer

B FUNDING

sock sald. “Wo are always looking for
citizens to participate. We must be

Although Farming city and
school officials were upbeat about the
atato of tholr cities and schools, the
political turmoil in Lansing over tax-
o8 and school funding bas them wor-

ried.

School board president Jack Inch
compared the situation to that of
Londoners sitting down to broakfast
on Aug. 30, 1939 — the day beforo
Germany invaded Poland to begin
World War I

“Wo knew somothing was golng on
in Berlin,” Inch said. “Wo woren't
sure what it was, Instead of Berlin,
it's now Lansing."

Inch's romarks wore delivored at
tho annual Stato of the Citics Broak-

fast March 24 at tho Alezander Ham-
ilton Life Insurance complex in
Farmington Hilla.

Tho closing of tho Kalkaska Public
Schools in northem Michigan has
gotten the attention of officials hore,
And, although they boasted about
their accomplishments over the paat
year, officials were quick to point out
that tho decline in stato and federal
money for infrastructuro and school
oporations will continue to put pres-
sure on citics and schools.

‘"Whatover shape or form or size
governmont takes, the need still re-
mains,” Farmington Mayor Bill Hart-

prepared to ask more of oursclves.”

Hartsock sald citizens and organ-
{zations such as the Goodfellows, Sal-
vation Army, senlor and youth groups
will be more critical as atate money
for social programs continues to
shrink,

Farmington Hills Mayor Naency
Bates sald the Hills’ “extraordinarily
low" city tax rate combined with the
clty's high quality of services and sol-
id fiacal condltion.

“The fiscal affairs of our city con-
tinuo to be In good shape,” she eald.
“Qur goal is to make Farmington
Hiila the most livable city in the na-

Soo TAXES, 2A

Jack Inch

Now honestlyl

Aro most people honest, or is Noreon Smith just

FARMINGTON FOCUS

Memory Lane
From the April 2, 1953 iasue of the Farmington

veory lucky?

Smith, a West Bloomfield resident, ia happy
that honeaty wos the best policy for one unidenti-
fied shopper in Farmington Hills lnst week.

Smith, a West Bloomficld reaident, left her
purso in the shopping buggy in the parking lot
aftor an outing at TJ. Maxx on Orchard Lako
Road. Thirty minutes later, tha frantic woman
wheeled back into the parking lot — juat in time
to see tho woman ng hor purse into a ahoo
store to turn it in,

“Nothing was touched,” Smith said. “All the
money and crodit cards were atill there.”

the Good Samaritan? “Oh, she wouldn't
take anything, not oven a dollas for a cup of coffec.
You hear so much about how mean peopla aro to

ono anather, It'a great when something like this
happons to you.”

All about animals

A froo seminar on wild and domestic animals
will bo fram 7:30-9:30 p.m. Thursday, April 8, at
tho Spicer Houso in Heritage Park, Farmington
Road botween 10 and 11 Mile roads.

Bevorly Cornell, a Farmington Hills resident
who rohabilitates animals, will speak. The somi-

the W National Farm

nar is sp
and Gardon Assoclation.

Enterprise:

M In & great show of civic gencrosity, many Farm-
Ington-area and Novi residents pitched in to bulld
2 new houee for the Harry Foster family of Farm.
ington Township. A firo had left the Foatera —
mother, father and five children — homeless
about a week earlier.

B William Kingaley, a Farmington High senlor,
won the American Legion Oratorical Contest. His
oration, “Elastic Cause,” carned bim a $50 do-
fonse bond.

# The Farmington High baseball team, coached
by Warren Piche, was to opon {ta 1853 bascball
scason April 25 at Clarenceville,




