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In rehearsals, a teacher also
anked one of them to tone down
the parts where they grabbed
thelr crotches — another Madon-
na tralt. They complied.

Instead of doing 10 to 12 ges-
tures aa the routine originally
called for, Fallon said they decid-
ed to do one at the beginning and
one at the end of the performande.

That wasn’t good enough for
Clarke, who told the group five
minutes before show time that no
clutches would be permitted,

ey complied.

“When they auditloned they
were asked to delete the — excuse
mo ~— crotch grabbing when they
performed, and they would he al-
lowed to do the show,” Clarko
said. “It was a little distastoful
for & nigis echool.,”

" “We didn't do it,” Krell sald.
“Wo were afraid of getting in trou.
ble. We got into trouble anyway.
Wo should've just done them.”

The students met with the ad-
ministration, which meted out the
punishment. Clarke said it was
doclded to take away off-campus

lunch privileges rather than
suspend them.

Clarke added none of the four
students involved havs ha
pline problems in the past.
“They're great kids,” ahe said,

‘The performance has been the
subject of talk around school,

Classmates sald they liked the
routine, es did a couple of teach-
ers, One instructor accused them
of “contaminsting the school,”
according to one of the students.

Thuy think thoy've besn treated
unfalrly.

Krell said Clarke never said
anything about the bustiera until
after the show.

Sald Krell: “Somebody's got to
take the blame for something, 1
think it was a lack of communica-
tion and poor organization on the
part of the administration.”

The varicty show is an annual
event, which is attended by par-
ents as well as students. Also,
several teens jumped on stage
during a performance by a band
named Einstein's Dog.
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could begin as early as this fall,
he sald.

Not only will the Kendallwood/
Westbrook Storm Relief Program
address flooding in Kendallwood,
but in other parts of the city as
woll.

“The city kad to do this,” said
Mayor Nancy Batea, “There had
been flooding there several times
becauso of the development. They
probably should not have built
there in the firat place because it
is o flood plain. But after the
most recent floodlng In 1989, wo
had to go through with this."”

Although the plan has its crit.

2% acres of wetlanda that would
have been eliminated under the
original plan.

Meyor Pro Tem Larry Licht.
man, who was critical of tho plan

a8 too expensive, sald it at least

addresses development north and
west of the city. That develop-
ment could continue, adding to
Farmington Hills' flooding prob-
lers unlesa it improves its draln.

age system,

“I ‘don’t think people in Ken.
dallwood understand thot this
will probably be the most intru-
sive public project in tho city's
higtory,” Lichtman sald. “But
this has dous public sup-

ics, it will likely meet Michi;
D of Natural R

guidelinoa,

“We fecl that there are some
less expensive alternatives,” said
Luis Saldivia, a DNR engineer in
the Livontn office.

Saldivia eaid less expensive al-
ternatives could have been less
harmful to wetlands, but added
that the city had worked hard on
the project's engineering. He also
safd there wiil be tradeoffs in the
project, including protection of

port and has for the past four
years. There's no doubt that it's
going to help.”

Costick had opposed the project
last year for fear the ballot pro-
posal C would limit the city’s
ability to pay for such a project.
With that cloud lifted and intor-
est rates low, ho sald this is the
time to completa the project.

Costick said the city has levied
.6 mills for the projects over the
past two years,
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will have a grand opening for his
third bookstore In Farmlngton.
Seven authors will appear at the
daylong event, Including William
Kienzle, who is golng to sign cop-
jes of his new book, “Dead
Wrong."

Farmington Book.Center joins
Booka Abound and Books for
Lesa in the Rosenthal collection,
Ho operates ell three atores with
his wife, Alice McCoy, whom he
mot working at the Livonia Pub.
lic Library.

The latest acquisition makes
Rosenthal the undisputed book
baron of Farmington, something
that has escaped oven him.

“It happened so gradually I ha.
ven't even noticed," he anld.

Ten yeara ago, Rosenthal decid-
ed to retire. So, he and his wife
ggnl‘zed & used book store in Royal

Business wasn't the best, so
they moved to Farmington in
1988, They renovated the store
near the Clvic Theater on Grand
River, selling used books and
classlc collectibles,

Books Abound became crowd-
ed, and they opened store No, 2
acroas the street a year-and-a-half
ogo. Books for Less sells uaed
paperbacka.

Store No. 3, which used to oper-
ate as Little Professor Book Cen-
ter noxt to Kmart, came about as
& lark. Someone catled Rosenthal
around Christmas, asking if he
was Interested in buying it.

‘The store sella new relenses and
periodlicals.

“l wasn't going to do it
Rosenthal said. I was too busy,
The more we talked, the moro
they kept bringing the price down
. » + It camo down to a reasonable
price, We jumped in.”

Passion for books

His entrepreneurial grit is sur-
passed by a passion for books.

Rosenthal, like his wifo of 14
years, 18 a former librarian, He
was {n on the ground floor of tho
Livonia Public Library system
from 1857-66. He later became the
director of the Henry Ford Com-
munity Collego Library, working
there until hia retirement.
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Lots In stare: Skip Rosenthal and Alice McCoy are @ husband-and-wife team in the

bookstore business,

Rosentha) atill tooks the librar-
ian, dreased in a brown tweed coat
and black shoes,

“He's compulsive about it,” Al-
ice McCoy said, “but it's fun.
We're working harder now than
wo were in, quote, our ‘rcal jobs,’ *

£ McCoy for her aes-
thetlc taste in the decor. A com-
fortable casy chalr and a colorful
array of jars filled with stick can.
dy make a place such as Books
Abound a cozy place to browse.
She also buys titles for children
and young adults.

Otherwise, books are his
domain.

Choosy about books

Rosenthal examines collections
amassing dust in people’s base.
menta. Ho claims ho can tell a lot
about people by the books they
read — thelr religion, ethics or

mental state,

And he's choosy.

“People think you put & bunch
of books together and you have a
bookatore,” sald Rosenthal, 66,
shooting out of his chair, “It
doesn't work that way. They have
to have meaning. When you touch
a book . . . it has to have some
consequence.

"It was booka my whole life,”
he added, “I wont to Hobrew

school, If a book dropped on the -

floor, you would have to kies it
Books wero that preclous.

“I've done a completo turna-
round., . . Some books need to be
thrown in the garbage.”

condition; o lawyer who consum-
mated the deal died suddenly. He
repaid the loan, writing it off as o
learning experience.

“We have never closed a etore,”
he sald. “Wait a minute; that's
not completely true, We had o
blizzard and we had to close once.
I always open on time, though.” -

Punctuality ahares the spot-
light with Rosenthal's musical
adroitness, Rosentha! can be seen
playing the banjo for patrons lin.
ing up for the Clvic Theater dur~
ing the summer months,

He'a trying to bolater business,
*1 bellave in downtown,” he said.

Rouex'xthnl is ripe with ideps,

a
has come by trial and error. He
recalls buying a $7,000 collection
of booka sight unseen, botrowing
the money to pay for them.

Half of them were not in proper’

such things as model
art deco for buildinga or old fash-
foned signa. But bocks — that's
whero the action is for him.

“I lova books,” he sald. “I love
thie life.”
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and | want {o say thank you for
| all the caring, concem, prayers

- during my recent finess.
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