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- Wolfgang B ;

' -joined the Bloomfield Hills a

" "counting and manageme:
consulting firm of Walker: &

.- Company P.C, as an organiza.

4 tional and facility consultant

* speclalizing in “right slzing,”
organizational and facility
programming, asset manage-

. ment and ongolng facility

.. management.

I Robert E, Taylor has been’
: named vice president of
human resources and atrategic
development at Chamberlain
Resltors in Birmingham. A
- real estato agent since 1974,
- ‘Taylor currently serves on the’
board of realtors, holds the na-*
* tionally recognized CRS, CRB
and GRI designations as well
“as an assoclate brokers li-
~cense.

. Paul G, Kott has been pro.

“moted to vice president, com.
merclal loans at Troy-based
Huntington Banks. Kott
Jjoined Huntington Banks as
an analyst in 1986 and has
since served as on assistant
vice president, leasing and as-
siatant vice president, com.
mercial lonns.

Michael Fry has been ap-
-~ polnted director of sales and
|-~ support for Butler Graphics,
ne. Computer snles depart-
ent, He has also been nomi-
“nated for the sales and mar-

keting executives/Crain’s De-
: troit Buainess 1992
- Distinguished Sales Award.
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o

By MARY RODRIQUE
STAFF WRITZR

Every March 24 Eddic Harmon
celebrates an anniversary of sorts,

“It’s when ] got fired,” he says with
@ laugh. “My employer and I had a
parting of ways.”

‘The date is the launch pad that
propelled Harmon to bigger and bet-
ter things, -

The president of NC SLerv'c 'I‘cc?-

& When you land NASA as a customer, it's probably safe to say
you've arrived in the high-tech repair business. But it wasn’t al-
ways 80 for a company that started in a 200-square-foot facility.

Advancing technical |
expertise advances

business

Wayne State University, he eamed a
bachelor's degree in math and com-
puter sctence. College was interrupted
by a two-year stint in tho Army,
where Hermeon specialized in missile
and missile launcher repalr and radlo
repairin Germany. .

“I always wanted to have a high.
tech seicnce lab,” he sald. "I enjoy
this kind of work."”

After o brief affiliation with two

Harmon launched his solo

nology started his own n
1975 in a 200-square-foot facility in
Dearborn, Today his company — a

high tech science lab that repalra
parts for industry ranging from aero.
apace to satellite systems to radar —
occupies 18,000 square feet in a West-
land Industrial park. .
Despite a soft economy, Hermon
has experienced steady growll over

the years,

“We've had to diversify,” sald the
soft-spoken Tennessee notive. “What
was common technology in the 19708
and '80s is being replaced continual-
ly. We have to stay abrensat of the
market now.”

On the day NASA scrubbed its
most recent space shuttlo launch last
week, Harmon's firm got a call from
NASA for an urgently needed repair
Job.

“What thoy sent us was a motor
generator assembly,” he sald. “This
field 18 very rewarding to me.”

Harmon, 45, graduated from Cass
Technical High School in Detroit
where ho studied electronics. At

P

rr,

3 A Farmington Hills engincering
Yirm has been tapped by the Na-
tional Science Foundation as re-
cipient of a $50,000 grant to devel.
op new technology for use in pas-
aenger airbags.

V “We were competing with top
pcientista from all specinlties
from acroea tho country. The NSF
has the etiffest competition and
the least money,” sald Dave
Bauer, chief executive officer of
pward winning TIP Engineering.

s “This Is the firat ever award to
an automotive-related group in
Michigan. We fit into President
Clinton's new deal — traneferring
defense technology to the automa-
tivo industry.”

+ Bauer and his partner, Ken
Bames, formed TIP Engineering
pight years ago. Both come from
automotive backgrounds. Bauer
#pent 19 years with Ford Motor
Co. a5 a design engineer focusing
{n safety-related areas. Barnes is
a 27-year voteran of Chrysler
Torp, where he directed the de-
iign of the interlor panel to in.
dlude knee bolsters,

* grants are made available through

Firm wins grant to engineer
airbag system for passengers

phase one has shown promising
results,

“A major car company has al-
ready coma forward to us concern-
ing implementation with thelr 96
models,” he said.

If TIP's research on a hidden
seam deployment door for the air-
bag is successful, the NSF s like-
ly to grant an addltional $300,000
for devel ofa fi
ing process for the product. The

that is asgembled Into

and covered by a de

izes in

the federal Small Business Inno.
vation Research program,
“Becauso of the high velocity of
tho door during deployment of the
airbag, it in itself can potentially
be a safety hazard if it Is not de-
signed and protected from tamp-
ering to remain attached to the
interior panel,” Bauer sald.

itself as they integrate

law.

consist malnly of n gas producing
infator end a Jarge cloth pillow

motal housing. The passenger air-
bag assembly is mounted on the
right elde of the instrument panel

door. The deployment door is tho
focus of TIP's research proposal.
Founded in 1985, TIP special-
airbag deploy-
ment doors, driver airbag ateering
wheel covers, instrument panel
driver and passenger slde knee
bolaters and the instrument panel

federal paasive restraint safety
TIP's next step is the epecific '

design of the high energy dovico in,
an instrument panel unr} the 'da-

carecr.

*“Tho first year and a half was very
hard. 1 had no customers, no credit,
no nothing. There was no rich uncle,
It was either sink or swim.”

Days were spent calling on custom.
ers — virtually any industry that
used automated parts. At night, Har-
mon did the repair work himself.

“I atill remember my first custom-
ers, They were women purchasing
ngf;u who took a chance on me,"” he
said.

Ho gives them better prices now.

“I'm very appreciative.”

Business really surged when Har-
mon moved to the Westland facility
in 1982

NC Servo specinlizes in same.day

ing o defecth

ART EMANURLE/STATY PHOTOQRAPIER

It'safix: NC Servo president Eddie Harmon (standing)
checks the progress of a repair with Nizar Safi, attending to

an airplane component.

Today NC Servo has 30 employces
— half are technical people. The othe
ers, including Harmon's wife, Sheryl,
work in administration, sales, and
customer support.

Bocing and Lockheed are clients.
Even police crime labs have used NC
Servo, which also specielizes in

service. )

] analysia.

component, techniclans make an
evaluation, then notify the customer
before any work is done. A large in.
ventory of new and rebuilt parts {s
stocked for Immediote delivery or ex-
change.
“We've been very fortunate,” he
satd.

“We do very little manufacturing,”
he said, “We do manufacture adap-
tors 8o customers can update their
controls. They may not have the tech-
nical expertise to interface the old
with the new,” .

Hormon believes he will outgrow
his current building some day.

“Business growth Is not really my
goal,” he said. "I like advancing my
technlcal cxpertise. Growth will fol-
low. I'm more interested in quality
than quantity,”

On a recent day, a technician was
testing breathing epparatus for fire.
fighters that must conform to new
federal henlth and safety standards.
In another section, workers were in-
volved in detective work — trying to
trace the problems of malfunctioning
componenta that werd offering zip
clues to the problema.

“The parts come from all over the

world — Germany, Japan, Switzer.
_ land, Englan: 0 said.

a sheet

loyment

“I Wanted Unbiased
Answers, Better Service—
And Much Lower
Commissions.”

That's Why I Switched To Fidelity Brokerage.

“There is also a hazard if it al.
lows aitbeg skin and foam frag.
mentation to project out at the oc.
cupant. Or if the depl door

of a

process for installing the device L.
on the back surface of the skin. (R
. :I’h'e ,Nut[gnnl‘ nghwuy Snl;ehty
s 6

into the N 3 that's as good as you'd expect from onc of the nation's lead-
At Fldellty IYUlI J Flmd ing lnus!l;mcm m’:magcmmk firms, The first step was mak-
Big Commission Savings- Ing surethat no matter when you call, any time of the day
And That’s Just The Start or night, a registered Hdclc({g trader would be ready to give
you the information you need to rtake your own decisions,
1005w sSm v | instead of advice that may end up costing you moncy.

strikes the windshield, it can
cause it to break and shatter glass

onto :ha passenger, or strike an  airbags.-
t it

rbag systems and bead impact
njury management.
+ Their proposal for a new design
In passenger airbags Incorporates
2 pyrotechnic device used by the
defense iudultryz er  says

U To belp bridge the g2p between

such as
achild.” .

Bauer aays TIP hopes to design
and develop a device and manu-
facturing process to improve safe-
ty, warranty, and appearance at a
reduced cost. Passenger alrbags 1897

in the U.S, by 1996. The

develops interﬁships

spokeswoman, *‘Most of the joba name,

possibility of funding a similar
project with TIP for driver-side

Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards require passive re-
straints in all passenger cars sold

requires all light trucks and mini
vans to have passive restraints by

ngm_ Rates™

Al Fidelity Brokerage, we set out {o create a senvice

Of course, Fidelity Brokerage delivers where it counts

law also

this summer and
hips are made
through the chapter’s newly creat-

‘students looking for work experl-. are’public relations but some are “Students are in need ‘of ob. . ¢ eera ; Center Call 24 Hours
‘orjch, und businesses looking for radio/television, journallsm and taining hands-on public relations Visit the Bu'mmgham Investor or O]
;g;uu%\g auspsgl::t;tgﬁm the ad:;rdlxa;" cxpex:gnn andu!‘l:inlneml ‘can 280 North Woodward Averite

- c ons of Amer-' ospitals, non-  take ad i

dca — Detroit caapter hes devel- profit groups, cultural i to effectivel, tr:lu :hu kfc 1_800...682.4746

‘oped & student Intsrnship het- anu public relations agencies are  of the future, The relationship of-

wor! ‘ among the participating organiza. fered {s mutually beneficial.”

+ Mors 'uunl;m metro Detrolt 4ﬁ::l!lnmtho netwark. Ilnfumnﬁun PHFE.PA mnred lnl’olrmnﬁa;i abm:f

. 1 ave hi about the var n ’s student Internship nef - e

avallable for students looking for availability, student require- work, students should talk to Flde!!!}’- ’ﬂ m!meﬂl. °
ob opportunities in their field ments, day-to-day responasibilitiea their faculty adviser or Wright. Discount .

most=saving you money on ¢
trade, Fidclity can save you up to 76%' vs. full-cost
brokers, With just 2 couple of trades, you can start putting
fndreds of dollars more toward your investments.

When you choase an IRA with Fidelity Brokeruge, you
have access (o stocks, bonds, Fidelity's mutual funds and
hundreds of other leading mutual funds through Fidelity's
FundsNetwork®, All your RA investments are consolidated
on one casy statement, and if you make two or more
trades each year, we'll even walve the annual IRA
maintenance fee.? Call today, and find out why Fidelity

k is a better value for your brokerage needs.

On your very first

Brokersge

1993, The and financial benefits can be ob- Eight colleges are already in-
ilable talned by calling Elly Wright at.. volved in the network. They in- Common sernse. Uncommon resslis.
“Ulging student taleot i a ' Michigen. Michigan Sisth, Osk CODE: OENBIRMAMIIS
stident talent I o gan Sta - ' Bed on am Octobe 1992 mreyof oll o rokes. Mo o
smart strategy for business,” said  land Unlversity, University of De- P R ol o s | I e 1t e piring
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