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invent Americal

Elementary students learn a creatwe approach

See column, 17A

By ToM BAER
STAF? WRITER

It's too bad Wooddale Elemen-
‘tary School and Joanna Ra-
tanatharathorn weren't around
back when Thomes Edison and
Lee DeForest were youngaters.

Those two famous inventors
(Edison, phonograph and light
bulb; DeForest, radio vacuum
tube) probably would have fit
right in at the Farmington Hills
school,

‘Thanks to Ratanatharathorn, a
parent and volunteer, the Invent
America! program is big at Wood:
dale. Invent America! is an educa-

STArY P1OTOS BY SHARON LEMtIUX
Inventive kids: Wooddale’s Invent America! winners are

tional that

youngsters to come up with new
solutions to old problems — in-
ventions.

“I just give direction,” Ra-
tanatherathorn said. “The kids
take that direction and run with
it.

Still, the program is popular at
the school. Recently, about 50 in»
ventive youngsters presented
their creations to be judged at the
local level of Invent America! Par-
ticipants had to prove a need for
thelr inventions, as well as ghow
that something like them didn't
already exist,

‘The kids also had to keep de-
tailed logs with drawings, illus-
trations and descriptions.

“These kids are going to heard
from," said an impressed Gerald

Hard at work: Invent Amer-
ica! judges (clockwise from
left) are Jerry Takis, Min-

Shih Chen, Paul Szymu-
siak, Joe Svoke, Cathy
Webb, Gerald Flagg and
Joan Balabuch.

(from left) Jessica DiDonato, Kristen Kietila, Brooke
Pitchford, Evan Rosin, Jennifer Bendick, Stephanie
Roberts, Charlie Stamboulian and John Szymusiak.

Flagg, a judge at the recent com- Fifth grade - Charlie Stam-

petition. boulian, “Wet Eraser.”

Wooddale winners will advance Special Needs — Brooke
to regional and state competition. Pitchford, "The Talking Mi.
They are: crowave.”

ndergnrum — Evan Reslin, Household — John Szymu-
“Nall Zapper.” " slak, “Shoe Lace Locks."”

First grade — Krisu:n Pietila, Ent P’ — Steph
"Pump'l“ioothbm:h ‘Yobn S K ylr‘onm ntal - tephen
Secon g'rndn— ohn Szymu- 1 u

siak, “Shoe Lake Locks.” F’;""fd'y R‘“”;""’ fee Box.”
Third grade — Jessica Di- |, Safoty — cssica DiDonato,

Donato, “Fire Rings.” Fire Ringa.
Fourth o — Stephanie Lelsure A tivity — Jennlfm

Roberts, “E.Z 8ki Carrier.” Bendick, “Where's My Stuff?”
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WONDERLAND
MALL

Corner of Plymouth RO. &3 Middlebelt RD., Livonia, Ml, 522-4100

EASTER BUNNY PHOTC OPERATION
Now through April 10th,
8 Son, - Sat, 11 AM. 8 P,
Sun., Noon - 4PM

3 WOKDERLAND EASTER EXPRESS TRAIN RIOES

Now through April 10th,
AMon. - Sat., 11A31- 8 PH,
Sun., Noon - 4P

. PROJECT HEALTH - 6 - RAMA

Apn[ 5th through 7th, 10 A3 - 6 PI!

| BLO0D PRESSURE SCREENING

B April 100, 11 AM -2 P31

HAPPY EASTER

lall Closed April 11

ST, MARY FREE BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING

April 12th, 8AM - 10 AMf

34 “WINDER WALKER” MEETING, Foop COURT
[y April 14tb, 9 AN

LIVOKIA YMCA INCIAN Guine

PINEWDOD DERBY

April 17th, 8 M- 630 P

ARTS G CRAFTS SHOW

April 22nd - 25th

HOME B GARDEN SHOW

April 305 - May 20

A Choice Lommumty
Own a home or rent an apartment, without paying an

entrance fee or for services you don't need. At Botsford
Commons, meals, health care and other services are optional.

* Beautiful, peaceful, wooded setting in Farmington.
e Security, private roads and entrance.
+ Emergency medical call service.

* Easy access to an award-winning, skilled health care center,
home health care, and assisted living.

* Home and lawn maintenance.

« Town Commons: Health Center with Pool, Library,
Lounge, Hobby Room, Gift Shop, Beauty/Barber

Service, Restaurant.
Allikacd with

call Joan at (313) 4771646 today, for more information.

Now you can select the extras you want.

 Recreational and cultural activities. Toestied Goreral Foepist




