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Learning place: ABE means more
than just the ABCs at a school
program in Farmington./3A

Tough traffic: Some residents of a
southern Farmington Hills neigh-
borhood are fed up with cut-
through traffic./4A

Michigan Future: Economic
prophets say Michigan can lead
the way in the new economy or be
left behind, /5A

Travelin’ band: It sounds more
like a vacation plan than what it
takes to produce an album. The
Hannibals started in Detroit,
moved to Canton then headed for
Lancaster, Pa. A lot of miles but
well worth the end result, “This
Midwestern.”/6A

Hats on: Chapeaus are back in
style, and some would argue that
they never truly disappegred.
Wearing a hat is especially in vo-
gueat

Greek Easter: There’s no better
time than Easter to discover clas-
sic Greek dishes such as spinach
pie and roast leg of lamb./1B

Baseball teams: The Farmmgton
and North Farmington baseball
teams are previewed in today’s
sports section./1C

aster time./11A . -
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cemmons to add retiree housing

BY B1LL COUTANT
BTAYY WRITRR

Botaford C. will b,

something old end something new
when it begins building houses and
apartments on the grounds of the his-
toric long-term care facility.

Later this month, ground will bo

A 51-unit apartment complex and 86 houses will be
constructed in southeast Farmington Hills on 80 acres
of land surrounding tho Botsford Commons, a hand-
some bullding that dates to the 1920s, Ground will be
broken later this month,

broken for a housing development on

. 30 acres aurrounding what used to be

known as the Farmington Nursing
Home and before that the Michigan
Hoapital School for Crippled Chil-

dren.
Botsford Commona will not be an
extension of long-term care or assist-

) d living, but rather a 61-unit apart-

ment complex and B8 houses in a
price rangs of about $115,000 to
$185,000.

“The vision was the Idea of devel-
oping a scenic retirement communi-
ty,” sald Linda Miynarek, an admin-
istrator with Botaford, “We want this
to be part of the full-spectrum care
that includes ncufe to long-term
care.”

The epartments and houses will be
nestled within the wooded grounds of
the long-term care facility that Bots.
ford bought in 1884, There have al

ready been 80 deposits mada on hous-
es and apartmeonts at the complex.
They’re impressed

Marilyn Kuncz and her retired hus-
band, Clark, are impressed enough
with the property to pull up stakea
after 39 years in Redford Township to
move into one of the specially de-
signed houses,

Although she wants to be close to
her job as an administrator at Bots-
ford Hospital, she and her husband

Soo HOUSING, 2A
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Home coming: Clark and Marilyn Kuncz stand on the grounds of Botsford Cammons where they haope to own a new house,

part of a coming developinent.

Clock tower plans crumble

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
BTArY WITER

The proposed downtown clock tow-
er has come tumbling down,

Citing “political reality,” the Farm.
ington Downtown Dovclopment Au.
thority decidod to go ahead with
plans to renovate the corner of Farm.
ington and Grand River. The contro-
vorsial 28-foot brick time picce wen't
be a part of the plan, though.

The decision came in a special joint
meeting Wednesday with city council
and, the DDA in City Council Cham-

o,

DDA and some council members
said they still supported the idea of a
clock tower, which was designed to be

M ‘It has been most dis-
heartening and disturb-
ing to see Farmington's
year-long 125th historic
celebration that brought
our entlre community to-
gother be capped offIn
such a negatlve way.’

Shirley Richardson

counciltvoman  cisio

. I, as councilwoman Richard-

son, will completely back your deci- -

a downtown focal polnt. Public criti-  sion since this issue has been beaten
cism of dm pmjact. which had tumad to death enough at this point.”
at times, the Op of the clock tower
scored a clear victory,

chan,
"‘lltnhu been umlt dhhearwnln'

from

yea.r-lnnz 126th hhwr{c oelebnllon
that brought our en community
togather be capped off in such a nega-
tive way,” said councilwoman Shirley
Richardson,

the historical and beautification com-
misslons, had spoken out against the
clock sincs the DDA announced the
plan in January.' Opponenta com-
mented at two DDA meetings, a plan-

ning commission gathering and a
council session.

Some 50 people turned out at
March 15 city council meeting over
tho issue,

Their concerns were mainly
the tower would impact the view of
the historic Masonic ’I‘emple build-

g elready considered by some as
tha city's focal point.
ey had their say, again. This
time thalr tone was more conciliatory.
Many praised the DDA for their de-
sion.

Said Shluwuau reaident
R. “1 think the
bottom l no ll, membcrn of the DDA
have all listened to what the citizens
want. They should get credit for

that."
ayor Willlam Hartsock agreed,
but uddzd nuch communication is a
two-way
"Clwly. lL wea hoard and under-
stood,” said Hartsock. “There’s no
point in havlnl a project that is as
devisive as this h wmlnxout tobe."

Soe TOWER, SA

Mirror, mirror

BHARON uMmmlsﬂn PHOTOGRAPHER

Nudellart: A pair ‘of ab-
stract mirrors is just part
of the work being done by
artist Shert Nudell, [ea-
tured in Street Scene’s
Art on the Edge, Page 6A.

Attentlon. seniors

“an Oakland L

Smile, senlor citizans of the Farmington ares,
vingston Human Servicea Agency

FARMINGTON FOCUS

pan. April 165 will receive an April 16 postmark.
Anynne with questions should call 553-8910.

Memory Lane

Cable/TV Weeky: 4785160

Ph;%&%m:mm&?:m‘nlﬂn Tax rush coml“g From the Aprﬂ 9, 1953, edition of the Farming-
Hills Senior Centar, 28600 W. 11 Mile Road, from It's getting on toward crunch time for taxpayers | ton Enterprise: n th
XOn.m.tonoon Friday, April 16. Call 473-1822 for | who haven't mailed in their returna yet, and the Robert Lindbert was the top vote-getier In the
reservation, Farmington Post Office is making plans to handle | Farmington City Council elections. Also re-clected
* Photos will be used for Laminated Identification | che last-minute rush on deadline day — Thurs- to the council were Jamea Nousilan and James
cuda noodod for putldpnum in OLHSA senior day, April 15, h, The 724 datum.
discount programs. In an effort to accommodate last-minute tax- out of 43 percent. By contrast, in Farmington
County residents at Jeast 60 years of ago may payers, the Postal Service has established a late Township, where thers was no opposition to the
apply for the cards, which show name, address, night pltk-un at both local post offices: 32455 W. incumbents, the turnout was 11 percent.
birth Social Security number and algnature. .| 12 Mile Road, Farmington Hills, and 33200 Slo- Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
Thlu:dldnuﬂytht County seal. MSMP m-mmmowa 898 Farmington Rood,
The cards can be used for discounts offered locally All mail depoaited into the specially-marked Farmington 48336, dropped off at the neawspaper
and natlonwids, colloction bozes at these post offices before 11:59 | office or foxed to 477-9722.




