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POINTS CF VIEW

An open mind helps preserve our democracy

¥ father was born in Scotland,

and I proudly fly his beautiful

golden flag with its royal red
Scottish lion in my front yard. But it
syaves there in the wind bencath the
Stars and Stripes, because I'm a Scot
second and an American first.

: 1am also a former teacher and coach
of champlon track teams in Detroit’s
inner city. Scores of my students be-
came top professionals in many fields
due in part to my cfforts to secure col-
lege scholarships for them.

Whun ultimnwly I moved into nd-

1was soon p:

second time -— mid-year — to an in-
ner-city high school department chair-
manship from my junior high school
department head job in that same
neighborhood, The junior high's white
principal had recently been ousted by a
turbulent community, so { had to be

summoned back to the the junior high
the following week to reassure o stu-

Teachers

F tion redneck, I don't tend to be-
lieve much in philnsophem. other than
Hank Williams Jr., or look for more in-
spiration than you can receive while fly
fishing or spending an evening with
Jack Daniels,

But it's not just me. In a recent col-
umn, I toased a few barbs at the intel-
lectual mush mouthed by cducational
philosophers and lamented that for the
‘money we're paying these guys to edu-
cate our kids, they can at the very lenst
speak English instead of education-
alose.

My own poor kid who attends Livo-
nia schools cringed when he saw the
column, He figured it would be another
bad week with his teachers because of
the column. Usually his bad weeks are
brought on by nobody but himself.

ora long time I thought it was

dent multitude camped out in front of
the new black principal'a office that [
had indced been promoted, rather than
fired because I was white.

‘When Detroit's affirmative action
promotion policies finally spurred me
to lenva Detroit in 1969 to accept a

ban high school princi-
palship, Freo Press sportswriter Hal
Schram mourned my dzpunum under
the headline, “Inner city loses the good
doctor.” My former athletes asserted in
print that I had “brought out the beat”
in them,

Several times during the following
decades, I tried to return — the last
tlme asa candidate for Detroit's super-

Later, a8 Roch
Schools’ nasistant superintendent, I re-
cruited black administrators despite
the raucous protests of community bi-

One nl".hoso euperb ndmlmutrm.ors

99 percent white Hart Middle Schoo}l
-— would come in to school at 6:30 a.m.
to shoot baskots with a troubled
cighth-grader ho was trying to help.

Deotroit School Board

ovil to this troubled land, in-

ber who
voted against pledging allegiance to the
flag at board mectings. This is the
same flag that Martin Luther King
revered. Which flag would Kenyatta
then salute — the red, black and green
of African nationatiam? The Stars and
Bars the Old South raised in defense of
slavery?

Qur Stars and Stripes symbolize
that very same American domocracy
which guards Kenyatta's l'medom and
upholds his right to express his views.

Kenyatta also is urging Detroit par-

ents to boycott an academy to ba
opened next fall by Jesuit pricsts to
teach black mates. He claims that
whites aren't qualified to teach black
students, Perhaps he doosn t thlnk

cluding institutional racism and reccnt
rioting and a devastating terrorist
bombing.

‘We must unite to counter the views
of Kwame Kenyatta and others like
him, auch as David Duke and Louls
Farrakhan and Nidal Ayyad, one of the
accused World Trade Center bombers.

Whatever our cultural origins, all
citizens of our multicultural country
are going to have to start regarding our-
selves — and each other — a8 Ameri-
cans first,

John Telford, a Rochester Hills resie |
dent, most recently was assistant su-"
penntenﬂent in the Rochester district,

white

born and I are living,

en I retired from Rochester
Schools in 1991 hundreds of my inner- tbut blacks should be
city Detrolt o 1o either.
tirement dinner, including a Bal Gene S
doctor who flew in to speak.

Now comes Kwamo Kenyatta, a new

breathing evidenca dieproving such
othnocentric thinking, which brings es.

Hep ly wes d:reclor/or.

dary education in the P!,
Canton Schools. To leave a message for
Teiford from a Touch-Tone phone, dial |
953-2047, mailbox 1879,

ed up with bosses’ obscure language

1 figured I'd receive a few hate letters
from teachers and others, publish them
and put the thing to reat. I don't like to
cover the same turf more than once.
Newspaper columns can be boring
enough, this one included, without cov-
erlng the same landscape two weeks in

Buc I had to do it. It was the teach-
ers who called and persuaded me, And
their calls woren't nasty. They all liked
the column,

Here's a sampling.

H From George Zeff of Southfield, a
former cducator, “I admire your educa-
tional philosophy.”

David Juhnke of Plymouth Town-
ship, a former educator who is now in
industry, called to say he's glad the
Observer is taking on the bureaucracy.

“I was about to give up on the Observer
with ita liberal views,"

1 also received the following letter
from Bob Kroeger:

“Your erticlo on our educational phi-
losophers was wonderful. I really can’t
thank you enough for exposing them

and their claptrap. Everyone here at
Plymouth Salem High Schoo! I have
talked to agrees with you 100 percent,

"Plcaso understand that the over-
of us teachers di

not buy what is being pushed on us, It
is the grandiose iden of a few who think
they have infinite wisdom, It is sad, no
tragic, that educational decisions are
made most of all of the time by people
who have never taught or have not been
in the classroom in 20 or more years.”

One teacher in the Plymouth Canton
schools, who didn’t want to be named,
called to say that the problem with
some school administrators is that
thoy are really wannabe collego profea-
sors, The caller sald: “I've had the
same feeling in meetings that you have.
I don't know what these guys are talk-

ing about nnd neither do a lot of other
teachers.”

MY TURN: Hopefully parents and
teachers can join forces and press the
school administratora in their com-
munities to speak English and make
their ideas clear to the public.

What are the chances? Not too good.
Colleges of education seem to be
pumping out these mushed mouthed
clones on an assembly line basis. Belng
an educational philosopher has got to
bea job. The task is to predict
what schools should be ltke in 10 to 20
years. The only trouble is most of these
guys will be retired by the time any-
body gets to test their predictions,

Jeff Counts is the editor of the Plym-
outh and Canton Qbserver Newspaper,
He can be reached at 453-2700.
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ATTORNEYS ARE
POSITIVE ABOUT
FRANKLIN BANK.

New Meaning
To The Term

‘Running Out
9

"Io Briarwood.

, ¢ ¢The personnel at Franklin
N Bank all know me...and they
keep track of my accounts.
At my former bank I felt like
: just another person in line. ¥ ?
: DONALD A. VAN SUILICHEM
Attorney at Law

Van Sullichem & Brown, PC,
525 North Woodward, Ste. 1000
Bloomfleld Hills, MI 48304

You know the names of your clients, so why
shouldn’t your bank know yours. It's a small
thing, we know. But at Franklin Bank we
make a point to do just that.

Of course, there's more behind our friendly
approach to banking than you'd think.
There's the personalized relationship that
grows as we learn all about your small
business needs. We offer other important
services too, many that save you money. Like
the lowest fees for commercial checking In
Metropolitan Detrolt.

‘We know that small businesses and practices
deserve as much attention as the big guys.
So call or come In. Let us show you what
personalized banking really means,

The New Thinking In Banking For Business.
3 Franklin

358-5170
Southfield + Birmingham * Grosss Pointe Woods

FDIC INSURED

In the long run, you'll end up at Briarwood. Especially
in the 16th Annual Briarwood Run. There are 5K, 10K and
20K runs and a | mile walk. Sunday, April 25, starting
at 9 AM. All proceeds benefit the UM Galen's Medical
Society. So get in the spirit. Get in shape. And get in the race.
To register, call 769-9610 or any Briarwaod athletic store,

Cosponsored by:

Orthotics and
Prosthetics Center

Hudson's, JCPenncy, Sears and over 130 other great storea and senvices, 194 af State St.. Ann Arbor,
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m. -9 a.m.: Sun., noon - 6 p.m. (313) 761-9550.




