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Residents say cut-through traffic is deadly

By BiLt, COUTANT
STAYY WRITZR

A stata project could eliminate
cut-through traffic on resldential

atreets in the Grand River/
Middlebelt area of Farmington

Hills,
Shelly Nichols, a mother of four -

who lives on Colgate near Grand
River, has been frustrated by traf-
fic problems — Including a car
hitting and seriously injuring her
18-year-old son Robert Hahn,

“I'm not blaming drivers,” said
Nichols, who quite her job as a
nurse to stay home with her chil-
dren. “I'm not blaming pedestri.
ans. But something hns to bo
done. I couldn’t live with myself if
1 didn't do anything and somcone
else were killed.”

Nichols sald she became more
frustrated and began collecting
signatures from nelghbors after
the death of her son's friend Paul
Umlah, who was hit as ho crossed
Middlebelt on March 16 and died
from head injuries.

Farmington Hills police and
engineers have not turned a deaf
car to the pleas of Nichols and her
nelghbors, but say there is o limit
to what they can do,

“We put an officer there for a
week in September of '82,” sald
Sgt. Ray Cranston, traffic speclal-
ist for the Farmington Hills Po-
lice Department. “We had one vi-
olation for the week. That's not a
good use of resources.”

Short cut for drivers

Ta some motorists who would
normally go through the light at
Middlebelt, heading cast, make n
boulevard turn left to make a
right to go north, taking a left on
the cut-through at Grand River
and Colgate saves going through
three traffic lights. Therein lies
the problem.

Motorists taking a short cut
heading cast on Grand River will

tum into the cut.through at Col-
gate. They'll often “fly* acrosa the
westbound lane of Grand River
and into the narrow Colgate head.
ing north to Liberty, then eaat the
Middlebelt. With many young
children and teens living in the
area, reaidents are worried about
the danger,

“It's sad that these kids are
belng hit,” said Tracey Glime, a
mother of five who Jives near Ni-
chols on Colgate,

Glime's 7-year-old daughter
Jenna was hit by a car while on
her bike. Jenna was not seriously
injured, but she is worried that
someone won't be as lucky next
time.

“[ have a two-ycar-old,” she
said. “I know she is going to want
to get out in the yard, I'm worried
about these cars flying down the
street,”

‘The sharp angle of the intersec.
tlon, no “flairlane” in entering the
cut-through, parked cara on either
stdo of Colgate, snow piled up
near the intersection in the win-
ter, 24-foot setbacks from Grand
River, a new Target Store west of
tho cut-through end delivery
trucks using an alley between Ni-
chols' house and the bindery all
add to the problem, Nichols said.

More testimony

Businessmen Ray Connell, who
owns E&R Bindery on tho west
stdo of Colgate and Grand Rliver,
and Lou Bresler, who owna the
Car Gallery on the east elde of the
same intersection, agree with Ni-
chols,

“Police patro) it pretty goed
here,” sald Brealer, who has been
at the location for almost four
years. “But when people park in
front of the tool company (Pen-
insular Machinery Co. — east of
the Car Gallery), you can hardly
sco the traffic coming from
Middlcbelt.”

Grand River,” he anid. “They are
alse going to change soma others
80 thoy don't lead directing into
subdivistons.”

McCarthy said that the city has
becn active in efforts to jmprove
traffic patterna in the area, with
yield signs, traffic monitoring ond
enforcement.

Connell, who has been at hia
pregent location for eight years,
sald one aceident actually sent a
truck through his company’s east
wall and into the bathroom.

*I think the speed is the blggest
problem,” he said.

Connell said cars and trucks
making the cut-through to Col.
gn!,e"wpl' often “gun it” into t.he

to avoid
traffic from Middlebelt.

Nichols said climinating that
ful-thmugh would solve the prob-

em,

Farmington Hilla city engineer
Kevin McCarthy sald the state is
planning to do just that beginning
this summer.

“They are going to ellminate
several cut-througha =all along

Cranston soid not only would it
be illegal for the city to restrict
access to Colgate, but it could
backfire.

“Taxpayers aro entitled to use
that road,” he said. “Plus, If you
put up o sign, Jt’s going to be a
clue to motorists who den't al-
mnqy know that there is a short
cut.”

Trafllc tragedias

and a recent fatality in the area.
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Residents on Colgate and Liberty streels are trying
1o changa a trafiic problem caused by motorists
using thelr streets as a shorl cut 1o Middle-
belt, There have been serious injuries

Woman hurt in

Hey: 1. & 2. Apprax, 892 Tna Anne Hidbard

4, 11-°92 Sleven Garast {7 yts. oK) - on bike, hX by car
nosthbound on MiddiebeR. Sustained concussion, memory Lipse,

5.3-'93 Paul Moses Umiah (18 yr3. ok « oa foo, hi by tck
ey, b braia &

(4 yrs. oid} and Jenna Glime (6 yn. 1)
+onbikes, hit by car southbound on
Colgate sustalned scrapes

and bruises.

cut-through crash

A Novi woman was taken to
Botsford Hospital after ghe rear.
ended a truck as it made a lef-
hand tum on the Grand River
cut-through at Colgate at 11:46
> a.m, Thursday.

Sharon Lee Pound, 34, tried to
move from the leR Janc on east
bound Grand River, but her 1983
Dodge Arles clipped the right rear
end of the trailer of & 1992
Freightliner truck driven by Rob-
ert Dexter, 49, of Momence, Il
He was not injured.

Police said Dexter had signaled
and was making a legal left tumn
at the timo of the accident. Pound
was ticketed for failure to stop in
an assured clear distance.

3. 10-02 Rabert
Scott Haha {17 yrs. o)
« 11 looi, N by car northbound
on Colgale, Est. speed 40-45 mph.
Sustained aumerous facial euts, 16
staches on neck, vo black eyes, numeroes

abraisions, bruised rids.

numerous abraisions.

(| Dangerous
trafflc: Resi-
dents Lou
Bresler and
Shelly Nichols
deseribe traffic
problemsasa
huge truck
turns off
Grand River
and heads into
their neighbor-
hood.
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The Week
Fetrueeint ¢ Hafian Sausage
WM Momaa S0

14,99
Rood

Farminglon, M (333) 422-4380
- Cany ot

PRO-MOWER.
533-2090

{open 7 days a week)

SPRING TUNE-UP

$2 Includes

+spark plug  » flush fuol systom
*olichange  «lube coatrol

+ Bladosharponing
WE WILL HONOR ALL COUPONS

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY.

@Corsi’s

GOOD FRIDAY

FISH FRY
SAME PRICE
Wednes c[:ty
Bu
Fealuring:

» Homemade Soups
* Salad Bar with Fresh Fruit
* 3 Homemade Pastas
» 1 Mcat Entree and Vegetable
* Assorted Pizzas
+ Homemade Bread & Gariic Rolls
* Dessert Table
Served 4:30 - 8:30 p.m.
(Giroups Welcome ~ Cocktails Avatlable
531-4960
Adulis  Under 10 Years  Seniors
1615 l37! |5u
» We cater to all areas,
7 Mile between Inkster & Middlcbels
Livonls

Diod 3-23-10.

TAMAE GRAVTESTATT ARTIST

12th.

Michigan's premier Indoor playpark will
be closed on Sunday, April 11th to pro-
vide our employees the opportunity to
celebrate the holiday with their families.

The Management and Staff of Kid King-
dom thank the community for thelr
support and patronage during our first
months of operation. We will return to
our regular schedule on Monday, April

Monday-Thursday...11:00 am-8:00 pm

_Arthritis Today:
. Joseph-J. Weiss, M.D. Rheumalology
18829 Farminglon Road. '
Livonia, Michigan 48152
. '+ . .Phone: 478-7860 . '
WHY YOU FEEL WEAK
WHEN YOU HAVE ARTHRITIS

arthritls may not permit you 10 undectakse sirenuous
1his loss is what makes you weak; it

would
mmmmﬁmnlmumbu

Everything You Want From a
Long-term Care Community!

1f the one you love is not recciving the
care, service and amenitics they
descrve - call ust

-

items I

desserts.

All Dressed Up
With Someplace To Go..

It's the fun and favorful way to spend time

with your family, Our variety of sumptuous menu
s something for evervone, Delightful
appetizers, mouthwatering eatrees, and decadent
), don your Easter bonnets and high

EASY: we arrange and handic the entire

cotton tail it to Mareiott this Easter Sunday,
move including transportation. °

Reservations suggested.
10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Friday...] 1:00 am-9:00 pm
Saturday...10:00 am-9:00 pm

Sunday...1 1:00 am-7:00 pm
SECURITY: once you arc a past of our

community - you can sfay a part - cven

Admission *4.95 1-17 ifi funds cha d ;
"Adults are FREE! s o 1 ADULTS../17.95 CHILDREN...7.95
! LIVONIA
For more The First Choice of People
Who Care!

information call

arrott.

Drive, Livania, Michi
Coiidrrn under 3 diwe free. Mrws Wewe rary by progecty.

(313) 981-0711

42599 Ford Road at Lilley
(in the Canton Comers Shopping Center)

Cal for more information and a toun
Loretta Johnson, Director of Admissions

AT
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JALESCENT CENTER
36137 W, Warren, Westland. Mt 48183 (313) 728-6100




